
Inspection of Little Giggles Private 
Day Nursery And Preschool - Ashton-
Under-Lyne
2 Evans Street, Formerly Hurst Village Band Club, Ashton Under Lyne, Manchester 
OL6 9QD

Inspection date: 27 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children display high levels of confidence and show they feel emotionally secure in 
the setting. They are supported by staff who know them extremely well. Children 
use multiple methods to communicate their needs, such as, communication sheets 
and picture cards which help non-verbal children to be understood. Children make 
excellent progress in their learning and development and engage consistently in 
high-quality teaching experiences. For example, children develop their 
understanding of the world around them as they practise putting on 'hijabs' and 
learn about similarities and differences between them and their friends.

Children demonstrate tremendous levels of independence because staff have high 
expectations of what they are able to do. For example, the youngest children drink 
independently from cups with no lids and older children serve their own lunch using 
tools competently. Children have positive attitudes to learning and engage in play 
for extended periods of time as they explore their ideas in the well-designed 
environment. For example, children enjoy using props and explore their ideas as 
they act out one of their favourite stories. Children understand the difference 
between right and wrong and work cooperatively with their friends.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) receive 
phenomenal support. The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) and 
staff gather detailed information about what makes children unique. They use 
this information exceptionally well to ensure that children are thriving.

n The curriculum for communication and language is strong. Staff use new 
vocabulary with children and engage in conversations which promote critical 
thinking. For example, they talk about 'bicarbonate of soda' and what will 
happen when they add vinegar. This helps children to be able to use a breadth 
of words and articulate their ideas.

n Staff work closely with a wide range of professionals. They create coherent plans 
of support for children's care and education. This supports a consistent approach 
to meeting the needs of children.

n Partnerships with families are strong. Families describe staff as 'having big 
hearts, a lot of patience and understanding'. Parents are fully informed about 
children's achievements and know what needs to be learned next. Parents 
attend regular workshops delivered by staff at the setting. This supports parents 
to be actively involved in their children's learning and children to receive the best 
possible outcomes.

n Leaders are passionate and committed to continuously improving the service 
they offer to children and their families. They think carefully about the needs of 
children and staff and the support they can offer. This helps to provide a 
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consistent level of high-quality provision that extends and strengthens children's 
knowledge and understanding.

n Staff are provided with a wealth of support. They access training and 
development and are observed in their practice, which helps them to deliver 
high-quality teaching. For example, staff have attended training related to 
considering things from children's perspectives, helping them to think carefully 
about what they ask children to do. This has supported children to benefit from 
interactions with observant and responsive staff. 

n Staff support children to keep on trying when they find things hard. For 
example, when children say they are unable to do something, such as pressing 
down a paint squirter, staff role model how to do it and encourage children to 
try again with their support. This helps children to gain confidence in their own 
abilities.

n Children benefit from carefully planned environments that are designed with 
clear intent for learning. For example, in the baby room, all resources are at 
children's level so they can choose what they want to play with and challenge 
has been added so that children learn that objects are still present even when 
out of sight. This helps to broaden children's knowledge and understanding and 
entices them to participate enthusiastically in activities. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have an excellent knowledge and understanding of the signs and symptoms 
that might suggest a child is at risk of abuse. They know how to respond if any 
concerns arise about children in their care. Staff are clear on the process to follow 
if they have any concerns about other staff or leaders. The setting has 'Millie's 
Mark' which is an exceptional achievement, demonstrating the setting is going 
above and beyond to keep children safe in relation to paediatric first aid. Staff 
implement effective risk assessments in order to reduce any potential risks to 
children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY489056

Local authority Tameside

Inspection number 10280815

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places 148

Number of children on roll 185

Name of registered person Little Giggles Private Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902765

Telephone number 0161 331 9311

Date of previous inspection 21 August 2017

Information about this early years setting

Little Giggles Private Day Nursery and Preschool - Ashton-Under-Lyne registered in 
2015. The nursery employs 27 members of childcare staff. Of these, three hold an 
appropriate early years qualification at level 6 and three hold an appropriate early 
years qualification at level 5. There are 21 members of staff who hold an 
appropriate early years qualification at level 2 or 3. The nursery opens from 
7.15am until 6.15pm, Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year, excluding bank 
holidays. Within these sessions, it operates a before- and after-school club during 
school term time, and a holiday club during school holidays. The nursery provides 
funded early years education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Joanne Ryan
Shauneen Wainwright
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager, SENCo and inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager 

and SENCo.
n Parents and grandparents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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