
Inspection of Little Nippers Childcare 
Ltd
Mudge Way, Plympton, Plymouth, Devon PL7 2AQ

Inspection date: 27 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle quickly at this setting. Staff greet them with a friendly smile and 
encourage them into activities that interest them. The setting's curriculum aims to 
provide children with essential skills that help them to develop into social, confident 
and communicative learners. For instance, staff ensure stories are consistently 
embedded into the children's day to encourage shared interactions. Older babies 
recognise pictures of vehicles in books and say singular words, such as 'bus' and 
'car'. Staff help toddlers to recreate a story about a teddy bear going into space. 
Toddlers use large cardboard boxes as their 'rocket' and a sieve as a 'helmet'. Pre-
school children share their knowledge of their favourite tales, including 'The 
Gruffalo'. They talk about the characters in the story and use descriptive language, 
such as how the 'Gruffalo' has a 'poisonous wart at the end of his nose'.

All children play harmoniously. Staff help children to understand the setting's rules 
from a young age, consistently modelling how to share and take turns with others. 
Pre-school children have good opportunities to be part of the 'school council'. They 
make decisions and vote on the activities they wish to play with. This enables 
children to voice their views effectively.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Toddlers develop a good understanding of mathematical concepts, such as 
weight. They use a variety of materials, including pine cones and feathers, to 
find out which items are heavy and which are light. Staff help toddlers to solve 
problems. They encourage children to work out how to make the weighing 
scales balance by adding more or less of each material. 

n Staff provide children with innovative activities to encourage them to explore. 
They fill up rubber gloves with water and white paint and make very small holes 
in the glove fingertips. Pre-school children use their hand-to-eye coordination to 
squeeze liquid out of the holes to replicate milking a cow. Staff use this 
opportunity to also talk to children about where milk comes from.

n Babies enjoy listening to staff sing familiar songs and rhymes, which helps to 
support their communication and language skills. Younger babies watch and 
listen with fascination. Older babies begin to join in with simple actions. Staff 
use sign language consistently throughout the day. Children learn to copy the 
signs to communicate their wants and needs.

n Staff skilfully encourage toddlers to ask questions. During story time, toddlers 
discuss whether the moon is made of cheese and which items they could buy at 
the 'moon shop'. However, staff sometimes disrupt group time by taking children 
out to wash their hands for lunch. Some children show a reluctance to go as 
they want to stay and listen to the story. Others walk in front of each other to 
reach the bathroom, which interrupts their concentration.
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n All children have good opportunities to be physically active both inside and 
outside. Staff encourage older babies to take their first steps independently. 
Toddlers enjoy climbing on low-level apparatus and pre-school children enjoy 
throwing coloured balls into a net. As children run to pick up the balls, staff use 
words such as 'speedy' and 'galloping' to extend their vocabulary.

n Staff provide children with healthy cooked meals and snacks throughout the day. 
Pre-school children confidently go and wash their hands before eating. However, 
those children who finish their lunch first, sit for long periods at the table while 
waiting for their peers. Although staff provide children with books to look at in 
the meantime, some children get bored of waiting and become disengaged.

n Partnerships with parents are effective. Staff encourage parents to share their 
skills at the setting. For instance, those with military and nursing professions 
share their expertise with the children to expand their knowledge. Parents report 
how they feel listened to and are always respected by staff. They comment on 
the effective communication that staff provide about their children's learning and 
development. 

n Leaders and staff show a willingness to improve the setting to benefit children. 
They attend regular training, such as how to further support children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities. They implement effective strategies 
to support children's understanding of what will happen now and what will 
happen next, to help them manage changes between activities. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have a secure understanding of child protection. They 
demonstrate confidence in recognising and reporting any concerns about a child's 
welfare if required. Staff help children to learn how to identify any risks as they 
play. Pre-school children know to check the bottom of the slide for others before 
proceeding down. The setting is vigilant to ensure the daily food menu considers all 
children's allergies and dietary requirements. Staff have attended some medical 
training. They know how to administer medication in the event of any child having 
an anaphylactic reaction.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n plan group activities more effectively for toddlers to ensure they can concentrate 
and remain involved in learning

n organise older children's daily routines more efficiently, particularly after lunch, 
to prevent children from becoming disengaged.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY454562

Local authority Plymouth

Inspection number 10276708

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 62

Number of children on roll 99

Name of registered person Little Nippers Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907056

Telephone number 01752348088

Date of previous inspection 28 July 2017

Information about this early years setting

Little Nippers Childcare Ltd registered in 2012 and operates from a detached house 
in Plympton, Plymouth. The nursery is open each weekday from 7am until 6pm, for 
51 weeks of the year. The setting receives free early education funding for children 
aged two, three and four years. There are 20 members of staff, who all hold 
relevant childcare qualifications ranging from level 1 to qualified teacher status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Steward

Inspection report: Little Nippers Childcare Ltd
27 March 2023 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n Leaders joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n Parents and children shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with leaders.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact that this was having on children's learning.
n Leaders provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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