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Bassett Green Primary School, Honeysuckle Road, Bassett, Southampton, 
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Inspection date: 24 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are greeted by the manager when they arrive at the setting. The children 
have strong emotional attachments to their key person. Children demonstrate they 
feel safe and secure and are familiar with the well-organised daily routines. For 
example, the children self-register, select their lunch of choice and confidently join 
their peers in play. Children freely access enjoyable and valuable learning 
experiences that are carefully planned for their individual needs. Staff have a good 
understanding of child development and support all children, including those who 
speak English as an additional language and those with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND).

Children demonstrate a passion for books and stories. They sit comfortably on 
cushions and share books with their key person with sustained concentration. 
Children remember well what they have been taught. For example, they remember 
characters and phrases in their favourite books. Supporting children's well-being is 
of high priority at this setting. Children show respect and kindness towards each 
other as they take turns and share resources. Staff are good role models that 
encourage and praise children's efforts. As a result, children have a positive 
attitude to learning and behave well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and management have a very good knowledge and understanding of 
what they want children to learn and achieve. They monitor and coach staff 
performance, which has a direct impact on the quality of teaching. Staff build on 
what children already know and plan exciting experiences for them. As a result, 
children make progress from their starting points. 

n Children develop a love for books and help themselves to a wide range on offer. 
Staff read to children and use props to bring stories to life. Staff model language 
well and introduce new vocabulary to children, checking their understanding 
before moving on. For example, small groups of children benefit from daily 
language and listening activities. 

n Parents speak positively about the experiences their children have here. They 
feel children are safe and well looked after by the staff. Parents receive regular 
information on their children's progress. They are encouraged to be involved in 
their children's learning. For instance, parents attend stay-and-play sessions and 
parents' evenings. 

n Children learn and adopt healthy lifestyles. Children know that to keep their own 
teeth healthy, they need to brush them daily. Children share their personal 
experiences of visiting the dentist and talk about sitting in the 'swivelling chair'. 
Consequently, children build on their knowledge and sense of the world they live 
in. 
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n Children's mathematical development is progressing very well. The setting is rich 
in numbers, shapes and mathematical opportunities. For example, children build 
a marble run and count how long it takes for the marble to get to the bottom. 
Older children playfully count their steps as they walk between activities. As a 
result, children develop positive attitudes and interest in mathematics.

n Children's behaviour is very good, overall. Staff have high expectations of 
children, and they are reminded to be kind to each other. The routine is carefully 
planned, enabling children to have time to get immersed in their learning 
without interruption. This supports children to test out new ideas and complete 
tasks. 

n Staff provide a variety of experiences to support children's small physical skills in 
readiness for early writing. For example, children use their hands to squeeze 
juice out of oranges, limes and lemons, stimulating their senses while they 
explore the fruit. The older children strengthen their hands and finger muscles 
by rolling and manipulating play dough.

n Children have ample opportunities to explore the outdoors and play in the fresh 
air. However, staff do not ensure children who choose to spend most of their 
time outdoors have as wide a range of learning opportunities as those children 
who choose to spend more time indoors.  

n Staff encourage children to develop their self-help skills linked to personal 
hygiene, such as blowing their nose. Occasionally, staff do not utilise learning 
opportunities in daily routines that further support children's independence. For 
example, children rely on staff to clear up after mealtimes and pour drinks for 
them. 

n The special educational needs coordinator uses her good knowledge and 
experience to identify children who need extra support. She links well with 
parents and other agencies to ensure each child can reach their potential. Staff 
who care for children with SEND are given good guidance. They use specific 
teaching strategies, such as picture communication cards, to aid children's 
progress. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff understand their responsibility to keep children safe and 
protect their welfare. They are aware of the possible signs and symptoms that may 
indicate a child is at risk of harm. Staff are confident in reporting any concerns that 
may arise, including when allegations are made against themselves and colleagues. 
During the session, staff deploy themselves effectively to ensure they supervise 
children well. All staff maintain their first-aid qualification and keep accurate 
records of accidents that children have. The setting follows safer recruitment 
practices to ensure the staff who directly work with the children are suitable to do 
so.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend the opportunities for children to practise their developing independence 
skills

n evaluate the outdoor environment to create similar exciting opportunities for 
those children that prefer to spend most of their time outside.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 148853

Local authority Southampton

Inspection number 10279740

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 46

Number of children on roll 53

Name of registered person Honeybeez Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523596

Telephone number 023 8055 0695

Date of previous inspection 14 September 2017

Information about this early years setting

Honeybeez Pre-School registered in 1997. It is situated in Swaythling, an area of 
Southampton, Hampshire. The pre-school is open each weekday from 8.45am to 
11.45am and from 12.30pm to 3.30pm, during term time only. It offers an optional 
lunch club between 11.45am and 12.30pm. The pre-school receives funding for 
children aged two, three and four years. It employs nine members of staff, 
including the manager. Of these, one holds a qualification at level 5, seven hold a 
qualification at level 3, and one is working towards a qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michelle Fountain
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector spent time talking with the manager, parents, staff and children. 
n The manager and inspector conducted a joint observation to evaluate the quality 

of teaching. 
n The inspector observed activities inside and outside. 
n The inspector conducted a learning walk with the manager to discuss the 

curriculum and how they organise the provision.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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