
Inspection of The Treehouse Club
Langham Hall, Langham Crescent, Billericay CM12 9RD

Inspection date: 24 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children happily leave their parents at the main door and are eager to start their 
session. They immediately gather on the carpet to share their news with staff and 
friends. Children enthusiastically join in conversations and staff listen attentively to 
their news. Once everyone has arrived, the children listen carefully for their name 
and enjoy taking part in registration. The older children support the younger 
children to answer. 

Registration is followed by stories and music time which they join in with wonderful 
energy. They follow the adults' instruction, playing instruments very loud, then 
quietly beating rhythms. The children know the morning routine well and eagerly 
take part in this fun start to the session.

Children experience time outside every day. They take part in local walks exploring 
the community and learning road safety. Forest-school sessions are offered every 
week and specialist teachers teach a variety of skills building on children's 
knowledge. Children are supported to develop independence skills putting on their 
outside coats and puddle suits, ready for outside adventures in all weathers. 

Children show confidence in the environment. They explore the wide variety of 
activities that are set out. They work together to create imaginative play scenes. 
They move boxes around to create a car and use old mobile phones to replay 
familiar scenes with their friends. The children demonstrate a sense of ownership 
of the setting, which is fostered by the staff. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n On joining the setting, parents complete an in-depth 'All about me' form. This 
informs key persons of the child's stage of development. Staff use this 
information to plan for individual children to make progress. Key persons 
complete in-depth observations to get to know their key children well and plan 
next steps with the information. Staff are aware of the importance of supporting 
communication and language development. This is a focus for all children. They 
engage well with children and build on conversations, offering extension to 
vocabulary. 

n The curriculum planning offers a wide variety of opportunities, and next steps 
are planned for each child. However, the setting supports children to influence 
their sessions. This often results in plans changing to meet child's interests and 
fascinations. Staff encourage children to express what they want to explore and 
learn. Also, they plan visits from local services, such as the mobile library and 
local police officers. This offers children a wider variety of experiences.  

n Children recall what they have previously learned. Staff offer regular 
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opportunities to revisit activities to consolidate learning. However, for some 
children, these repeated adult-led activities do not offer further challenge or 
opportunity to progress. For example, a whole-group walk did not offer some 
children any extension to learning, and they became disinterested.

n Staff report feeling well supported by managers. The take part in regular 
supervisions. They feel valued and listened to which has a positive effect on 
their approach to their work. 

n The management work alongside all staff to develop systems for reflecting on 
and improving practice. As a team, they reflect and are committed to developing 
their service for the benefit of the children and families. They listen to 
suggestions from staff and implement improvements, drawing on the team's 
previous experiences. For example, a new calm area is being developed 
following a recommendation from a new staff member. 

n Staff are skilled at identifying children with development delay or special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). They are committed to 
implementing strategies from specialist professionals to support children. 
However, they report there are delays in gaining specialist support in the area 
and staff lack the confidence to implement specific strategies without the 
recommendation of specialists. This leads to a delay in some children receiving 
the specific, individual support they need. 

n Parents offer high praise for this pre-school. They are particularly complimentary 
about the staff team. They report that children are eager to join in the sessions 
and greet the staff with affection. They feel well informed of their child's day 
and would not consider any other setting. They particularly appreciate the 
outside learning that the setting offers, including the forest-school sessions and 
local walks and adventures.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have good understanding of their duty to keep children safe. All staff 
undertake level 2 safeguarding training. The managers regularly check 
understanding and refresh knowledge with safeguarding quizzes and top-up 
training on specific safeguarding aspects, such as witchcraft and female genital 
mutilation. Staff are confident in their knowledge and the procedure to follow 
should an allegation be made against a colleague. They have use of an online staff 
portal, which gives them access to the setting's policies and procedures. They have 
completed risk assessments and put appropriate procedures in place to ensure they 
keep children safe when using the public playground and playing fields adjacent to 
the pre-school. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n support staff to understand how to provide children with the appropriate 
challenge, to further extend their learning and build on what they already know 

n enhance staff practice to enable them to develop increased confidence in 
supporting children with SEND using specific individual strategies. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2627714

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10280957

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 17

Name of registered person The Tree House Premier Child Care Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532829

Telephone number 01277 297899

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Treehouse Club registered in 2021 and is located in Billericay, Essex. The 
setting employs four members of childcare staff. The setting opens Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, term time only. Sessions are from 9.30am until 3.30pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Triscott
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The deputy manager showed the inspector around the nursery premises. She 
explained how they organise the environment and learning programmes for 
children.

n The inspector observed a range of activities and interactions between children 
and staff to evaluate the quality of the education. This included a joint 
observation with the manager. 

n Parents shared their views of the nursery during discussions with the inspector 
and provided written feedback. 

n Staff and children also shared their views and experiences at appropriate times 
during the inspection. 

n The inspector met with the manager and deputy manager to discuss leadership 
issues, such as self-evaluation and the recruitment of staff. 

n The inspector looked at some of the nursery's documents, including staff 
suitability checks and paediatric first-aid certificates.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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