
Inspection of Sunshine Pre-School
School House, East Dundry Road, Whitchurch, Bristol BS14 0LL

Inspection date: 22 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are excited to start their day, and they are greeted enthusiastically by the 
warm, friendly staff. Staff sensitively support children, especially those who are 
newer to the setting, by using pictures of their routine of the day. They actively 
involve children in this, inviting them to remove the pictures of activities already 
completed and name the remaining activities. This predictable routine enables 
children to feel safe and secure.

Children behave exceptionally well. Staff remind children of their group rules, and 
children confidently and consistently follow these. For example, after a five-minute 
warning for tidying away, children confidently put away toys and eagerly move on 
to the next part of their day. Children are deeply absorbed in the wide variety of 
opportunities offered by the setting's broad and well-targeted curriculum. They are 
fully engaged in their play, as the highly skilled staff introduce ideas and suggest 
resources to extend children's thinking and learning even further. For example, 
children discover footprints in the mud and talk excitedly about who could have 
made these. Staff encourage their ideas, drawing footprint outlines with chalk to 
further extend children's self-chosen play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children make excellent progress in their learning. Staff know children 
exceptionally well and plan challenging activities that will interest and engage 
them while building on what they already know. This develops children's 
knowledge and skills effectively over time. For example, children choose 
activities for the following day, and staff use their knowledge of children to 
skilfully plan and extend these activities to further develop skills they would like 
children to develop.

n Children are extremely confident in communicating with adults and each other. 
For example, children explain clearly to adults what they are creating, and they 
seek out staff and excitedly share their discoveries.

n Children listen intently to favourite stories. They show their enjoyment by 
enthusiastically joining in with stories and rhymes. Staff are extremely effective 
in introducing new concepts through rhymes to extend children's learning even 
further. For example, they ask children to suggest what word rhymes with 'six'.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are supported 
exceptionally well. Staff work with parents and other professionals to develop 
plans that are aspirational in their support for children's development. Staff use 
signs with all children. This supports children who are non-verbal to be included 
and helps them to communicate.

n Children confidently talk about feelings and identify how others might be feeling. 
Staff utilise opportunities in conversations with children to explore the impact 
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their words and behaviours have on others. For example, children talk about 
friends being sad, and staff prompt them to think of ways to make their friends 
happy. Children suggest that offering to be friends will make other children 
happy.

n Children become deeply involved in imaginative play with their friends, 
developing their storyline and identifying the resources they need for their play. 
For example, they pretend that a book is a treasure map and go exploring in the 
garden.

n Leaders carefully plan the opportunities they offer children to ensure they are 
meaningful and highly motivating. For example, when planning a visit to the 
shops, staff first involve children in planning what they need to buy for a chosen 
recipe. They follow the learning through by cooking and eating the ingredients 
bought. This strengthens children's understanding of the purpose of visiting the 
shop and of where their food comes from.

n Leaders support staff's well-being very well, which enables staff to understand 
and support the well-being of children. For example, staff recognise that some 
children need more support when starting at the setting and work with parents 
to adapt their approach. They talk to parents about how to promote a strong 
attachment with their child to support their child's well-being.

n Parents are highly complimentary about the provision and the excellent progress 
their children make. They value the communication they receive, including 
regular meetings with their child's key person.

n Leaders promote staff's continued development and empower them to make 
improvements to practice following the training they attend. For example, 
following involvement in a project supporting communication and language, 
leaders have introduced a book, song and sound of the week. Children 
enthusiastically join in to identify words that start with the sound of the week.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know the indicators that may suggest a child is at risk of harm. They are 
confident in the process to follow if they are concerned about the safety or welfare 
of a child and how to record and report this. Leaders and managers attend regular 
training and meetings to keep their knowledge of safeguarding up to date, 
including any specific local information. Leaders ensure that staff are updated in 
their regular staff meetings. Staff assess the risks within the setting and around 
specific planned activities and talk to children about how they can keep themselves 
safe.

Inspection report: Sunshine Pre-School
22 March 2023 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY224537

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10276296

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 21

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person Nichol, Karon Tracy

Registered person unique 
reference number RP513388

Telephone number 07952929661 or 0117 9774170

Date of previous inspection 11 July 2017

Information about this early years setting

Sunshine Pre-School registered in 2003. The pre-school is one of three run by the 
same provider. The pre-school receives funding for the provision of free early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The pre-school opens five 
days a week, during school term times, from 8.30am to 4.30pm. The 
owner/manager holds early years professional status and is supported by nine 
staff.  Of these, one holds qualified teacher status, and seven have early years 
qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louisa Painter
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The leader joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with SEND. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the leader.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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