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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils enjoy learning at this small village school. It provides a safe and happy
environment. Leaders and other school staff have high expectations of pupils. Staff
work hard to support all pupils so that they flourish and learn well.

The school is an inclusive and tolerant community. Pupils are usually very kind to
each other. Staff deal with unkind behaviour or bullying quickly. Pupils enjoy
supporting and challenging each other to do well.

The school motto of ‘spur one another on towards love and good deeds’ underpins

the daily life of the school. A rich mix of out-of-lesson activities helps pupils to grow
greatly in confidence and nurtures individual talents and interests. Staff identify and
support any children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) well.

A strong team spirit among staff and a caring ethos means that each pupil gets the
help they need in this school. Many pupils join the school at different stages of their
primary education. A few pupils find it hard to settle when they join the school. Staff
give these pupils extra attention to help them settle quickly.

The school’s attractive learning environment helps to foster a love of learning. In the
early years, children learn particularly well. Parents are very happy with the school.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have built an ambitious, inspiring and interesting curriculum. Subject
leaders have identified what pupils should learn and by when. All teachers are
suitably well skilled in helping pupils learn the national curriculum subjects.

Pupils recall and practise their prior learning often. Staff check what pupils
remember in an organised way. They give extra help to pupils if they struggle. Key
knowledge and vocabulary are identified for all subjects. However, some pupils at
key stage 2 produce written work that lacks precision.

Early reading is taught well, including in the early years. Anyone who falls behind is
helped to catch up. The phrase ‘today a reader, tomorrow a leader’ is displayed
around the school. This reflects the great importance placed by the school on
reading. Leaders have worked hard with staff to improve mathematics teaching.
Pupils learn mathematics well. Some Year 6 pupils did not achieve well in last year’s
key stage 2 tests. This was because they joined the school just before the tests and
brought large gaps in mathematical knowledge with them.

The school works tirelessly to broaden pupils’ horizons. It provides memorable
experiences for pupils. Leaders are restless in their search to support pupils’
personal development. Opportunities for enrichment are carefully planned and
inclusive. Pupils are enthusiastic leaders and help to organise events and run
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lunchtime art and social clubs. Staff make sure that all pupils have access to trips
and activities.

Social, moral, cultural and spiritual development threads through the life of the
school. It promotes British values such as tolerance and respect very well. Collective
worship, community events, and literature and art from different cultures give pupils
a strong sense of self and of the identity of others. Pupils support local and
international charities, which helps to broaden their outlook. Pupils grow in self-
belief during their time at the school regardless of their background. Pupils and
parents are rightly very positive about the way the school supports pupils’ personal
development.

Children in the early years get off to an excellent start. Staff teach and support
happy children in a calm and purposeful learning environment. Children enjoy taking
part in carefully organised routines. They thrive because of the high expectations
staff place on them. Staff know all the children very well. The curriculum is
ambitious. It prepares children very well for learning in Year 1. Children learn
phonics from the start. They learn mathematics using imaginative resources. Staff
model high standards of language use when asking children questions. This fosters
ambition and encourages reasoning. Staff make sure that all parents get involved in
their child’s education from the outset. Outdoor provision for children is exemplary.
It supports physical, social and emotional development very well.

Leaders are ambitious for all pupils. They are making rapid progress in areas where
outcomes need attention. Leaders make sure that staff training supports
professional development. Subject leadership is very strong. Staff appreciate the
effort made by leaders to support their well-being. Relationships with parents and
outside agencies are positive. The federated governing board has wide expertise. It
holds leaders to account well. It uses information about school performance to
provide timely support and challenge. Statutory duties are met.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

A thorough programme of training for staff ensures that any safeguarding concerns
are identified quickly. Staff are vigilant, and this helps to keep children safe. Staff
teach pupils how to keep themselves safe. Pupils learn about risks to themselves,
including when they use the internet. Pupils know who to speak to if they have any
concerns.

Leaders make careful checks when appointing any new staff. All safeguarding
records are detailed and accurate. Regular reviews of safeguarding help leaders to
identify any areas to improve. Any findings are acted on quickly. Effective liaison
with other agencies helps to make sure that all pupils get any help they need.
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What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B Some older pupils do not always produce their best written work. At times, their
writing lacks precision. Leaders should make sure that staff check standards of
written work carefully so that pupils’ writing reflects the quality of their learning.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details

Unique reference number 123470

Local authority Shropshire
Inspection number 10240219

Type of school Primary

School category Voluntary controlled
Age range of pupils 3to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 72

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Elizabeth Edwards

Headteacher Mandy Jones

Website www.cockshuttcofeprimary.org.uk

Date of previous inspection 3 November 2021, under section 8 of the

Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school is a Church of England controlled primary school in the Diocese of
Lichfield. It is one of two schools in the Mere’s Edge Federation.

B The school’s most recent Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools
was on 24 September 2015.

W The school does not currently use alternative provision.
B There is a breakfast club run on site by the school.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B This was the second routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.
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B Inspectors completed deep dives in early reading, English, mathematics and
history. As part of each deep dive, inspectors met with subject leaders and spoke
to staff and pupils. Inspectors also visited lessons and looked at pupils’ work.

B Inspectors scrutinised a range of documents, including leaders’ evaluation of the
school, curriculum documents and information about attendance.

B During the inspection, the inspector spoke with senior leaders, the chair of the
federated governing body, three other governors and a representative from the
local authority.

B The arrangements for safeguarding were reviewed by scrutinising records and
through discussions with staff and pupils.

B Inspectors observed pupils’ behaviour in class and at other times of the day.

B Inspectors took account of the views of pupils, parents and staff through
discussions and Ofsted’s surveys.

Inspection team

Mike Cladingbowl, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector

Su Plant Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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