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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children of all ages have great fun at this inclusive and welcoming camp. The 
friendly and enthusiastic staff greet them warmly as they arrive. Children are eager 
to choose from the exciting activities that are set up in the spacious environments, 
both indoors and outdoors. Many children attend the host school, and so 
friendships are already well established. Staff are caring and attentive to children 
who are new to the camp, helping them to settle and get to know the daily 
routines. Children develop strong bonds with staff and each other. They 
demonstrate they feel safe and secure. Children are friendly and polite and develop 
good social skills. They confidently describe their favourite activities to visitors. 

Children have very good opportunities to work as a team, be active and play 
outdoors. For example, they take part in physical activities such as dodgeball, 
archery, pedal go-karts, field games and swimming. Younger children are 
introduced to different sports and thoroughly enjoy their visits to the pirate ship 
climbing frame. They go on nature walks, and take part in singing and dancing, 
dressing up and role-play activities. Children know the camp routines well and 
happily tidy up before they sit at the table for meals. These are social occasions, 
and children enjoy talking to each other as they eat. Staff support children's 
understanding of a healthy lifestyle. They encourage children to bring healthy 
snacks and lunches. Children take part in a wide range of activities to promote their 
physical health and well-being.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The experienced and knowledgeable manager is assisted by a very dedicated 
and enthusiastic staff team. They work extremely well together and excellent 
use is made of their different skills, qualifications and experience. Staff are 
exceptionally good role models. The well-organised programme of activities runs 
very smoothly, and all staff are clear about their roles and responsibilities. Staff 
encourage children to try different activities and learn new skills. They clearly 
enjoy being with the children and are very attentive and encouraging.

n Children's behaviour is exemplary. They are kind and thoughtful to each other. 
Older children are happy to help younger children. They share their resources 
and involve them in their games. The mixed-age groups help to create a 
relaxed, family atmosphere. Children treat each other with respect and enjoy the 
time they spend together.

n Staff are very skilled at supporting all children, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. Staff adapt their levels of support to each 
child's abilities. This helps to ensure that all children have the opportunity to 
enjoy activities with their friends. They are encouraged and supported to take a 
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full and active role at the camp.
n Children can choose to take part in a range of theatrical activities, including 

singing, dancing, drama and craft work. For example, children sing songs from 
well-known stage shows and enjoy making beautiful masks of the characters. 
Drama sessions help to develop children's coordination, confidence, voice 
projection and memory skills.

n Younger children happily come together for their morning welcome meeting. 
They eagerly introduce themselves and participate in discussions. Children sit 
and listen well as they take turns to tell each other about their favourite book. 
Staff continually talk to children, asking them meaningful questions. They value 
children's comments, encouraging them to become confident communicators 
and express their views.

n Staff communicate well with parents and keep them fully informed. At the end of 
each day, staff share children's achievements and the activities they have 
enjoyed. Parents say their children have fun and enjoy their time at the camp. 
They can access information from the camp's website and social media. There 
are strong links with the host school. Some staff also work at the school, which 
helps to provide continuity for children. 

n Children participate in activities that support them in extending their knowledge 
while they have fun. For example, children develop their understanding of the 
natural world as they watch caterpillars make their cocoons before becoming 
beautiful butterflies. They are fascinated by the ant farm and enjoy using 
magnifying glasses to hunt for bugs when they go for walks in the forest area.

n Staff have daily meetings to share their thoughts on what they do well and 
where they could improve. The manager observes staff and helps them to 
extend their skills and abilities. He ensures all staff complete mandatory training, 
including paediatric first aid and safeguarding. The manager supports staff's 
well-being and professional development. He is passionate in providing an 
extremely high-quality service for children and their families.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a very good understanding of their responsibility to keep children safe. 
The provider, who is also the manager and designated safeguarding lead, is clear 
about the processes to follow should he have any concerns about children's 
welfare. He carries out relevant checks on staff and ensures that they are suitable 
to work with children. Staff receive regular training, which helps to keep them up 
to date with current safeguarding issues. There are robust procedures in place to 
sign children in and out of the camp. Staff supervise children well. They want all 
children to have fun in a safe and secure environment.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2618987

Local authority Hertfordshire

Inspection number 10265403

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 12

Total number of places 165

Number of children on roll 2030

Name of registered person Rose, Joshua

Registered person unique 
reference number RP552930

Telephone number 07798792590

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Keen Bean Camps registered in 2020 and operates from Edge Grove School in 
Aldenham Village. The camp operates during school holidays. It employs 47 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 25 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 2 or above, including three with qualified teacher status. Sessions are from 
9.30am until 3.30pm and an extended day is offered between 8.30am and 5.30pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacqui Oliver
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the camp has received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the provision.

n The inspector carried out a tour of the premises with the provider. He explained 
what activities are on offer for children, indoors and outdoors.

n The inspector observed children engaged in a variety of activities. She talked to 
children at different points of the inspection and took their views into account.

n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of the conversations held with 
them.

n The inspector spoke to staff and held a meeting with the provider. 
n The inspector viewed relevant documentation, including evidence of the 

suitability of staff to work with children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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