
Inspection of Love Being Little Day 
Nursery and Pre-School
97 Station Road, Filton, Bristol, Avon BS34 7JT

Inspection date: 22 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The manager has a secure knowledge and understanding of what she wants 
children to learn and has high aspirations for them. The manager and staff know 
children well. They use their observations and assessments alongside children's 
interests to provide a wide variety of stimulating activities across the curriculum, 
indoors and outdoors. The new special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) has 
been proactive to put in place support plans for those children with development 
delays to help close gaps. She liaises with staff and parents to monitor children's 
progress and makes referrals to other professionals as needed. As a result, all 
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) 
make good progress in their learning.

Staff are enthusiastic, caring and approachable. The settling-in process supports 
children's emotional well-being effectively. Children are happy and show that they 
feel safe and secure, such as when babies snuggle up to staff to have their bottles. 
Children demonstrate positive attitudes towards their learning and become 
confident communicators. For example, they chat to adults excitedly about the 
'herb soup' they have made with water, herbs and pieces of dried spaghetti. They 
ask adults to smell and 'taste' the soup, offering it to them on a ladle. Children 
laugh when they realise the ladle is 'too big' for a mouth and say they need to find 
a 'tiny spoon' instead.

Staff are good role models and are consistent in giving children gentle reminders 
about the behaviour expectations. Consequently, children behave well throughout 
the nursery. Toddlers and pre-school children show respect for the feelings of 
others, play cooperatively together and talk eagerly to adults about their friends.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The senior leadership team and the manager are committed to providing a high-
quality provision. The manager has introduced positive changes in the nursery 
since returning from maternity leave. She follows robust recruitment processes 
to help ensure staff suitability to work with children. She meets with staff 
regularly to check their well-being and has started to observe staff practice to 
identify further areas for improvement that will benefit children. 

n Staff understand the importance of sequencing children's learning in small steps 
to help them achieve, such as supporting babies from the crawling to walking 
stage. Children show good coordination skills. They scoot around confidently 
using push-along bicycles and enjoy playing basketball with their friends. They 
enjoy mark-making activities in readiness for writing. For instance, babies 
eagerly explore paints with their hands and older children concentrate as they 
use pencils to draw around wooden shapes. Staff weave mathematical language 
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into play, such as challenging babies successfully to find the red ball next to the 
chair. Older children enjoy playing 'What's the time Mr Wolf?', and staff 
encourage bilingual children to use their home languages, for instance, when 
counting resources.

n Staff help children to develop their independence and self-care skills. Toddlers 
and pre-school children pour water unaided from jugs into cups, serve 
themselves lunch and clear away their plates. Older children take off their coats 
and know to hang them on their peg, recognising their written name. Staff work 
with parents to toilet-train children in readiness for school.

n Staff provide a language-rich learning environment for toddlers and pre-school 
children. They constantly engage children in meaningful conversations, for 
instance as they talk to toddlers about their experience in a car wash. Staff 
successfully extend language and learning, working with toddlers to build a car 
wash on the 'construction site' using toy house bricks. Staff introduce new 
vocabulary to babies, such as when they complete simple lift-out puzzles and 
play with plastic food in the toy kitchen. However, at times, staff leave babies 
who are settled with dummies in their mouths, which hinders their language 
development. Staff do not always make the most of opportunities to engage in 
high-quality interactions with babies to build on their developing communication 
and language skills. 

n Overall, most pre-school children and toddlers enjoy group song, music and 
story times. They contribute their ideas to stories about what might happen 
next, join in with songs and play musical instruments enthusiastically. At times, 
however, some toddlers become disengaged and lose interest. The manager 
recognises that this is because some stories are too complicated for them, or 
large group activities go on for too long. 

n Parents state that their children enjoy going to the nursery. Parents report that 
the quality of the provision has improved since the manager returned from 
maternity leave. They speak positively about the online application which 
provides them with information about children's care and learning. Parents 
appreciate being welcomed into the nursery for 'stay and play' sessions.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a secure knowledge and understanding of child 
protection issues. They work effectively with other agencies to safeguard children. 
Staff are confident in the correct procedures to follow if they are worried about a 
colleague's practice or have concerns about children. For example, staff in the baby 
room know to make referrals for all injuries on non-mobile babies. Staff risk assess 
the learning environments to ensure they are safe for children to play. Staff 
maintain good hygiene procedures to promote children's good health. They 
supervise children effectively to promote their safety and well-being, including 
during outdoor play, at mealtimes and when children sleep.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend staff's skills and confidence in the baby room to promote babies' 
communication and language development as well as possible

n review the organisation of large group story, singing and music times for 
toddlers, to increase their enjoyment and engagement.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 135952

Local authority South Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10283698

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 64

Name of registered person Abbeywood Tots Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901017

Telephone number 01179 599 159

Date of previous inspection 6 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

Love Being Little Day Nursery and Pre-School registered in 1997 and is located in 
Bristol. It is open from 7am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round. The nursery 
employs 14 members of staff to work with children, including the manager, who 
holds a relevant early years qualification at level 3. Nine other staff hold 
qualifications at level 3 or 2 and five staff are unqualified. The nursery also 
employs a kitchen assistant and a cleaner. The nursery receives funding for the 
provision of free early education for children aged two, three, four and five years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Allen
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.  

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.  

n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the nursery.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation in the baby room.
n The inspector spoke with the manager and senior management team, looked at 

relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the suitability of staff working 
in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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