
Inspection of Puddleduck Nursery
St. Antony With St. Silas Community Centre, Merttins Road, LONDON SE15 3EB

Inspection date: 21 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle well in this bright and spacious nursery. They have a wide range of 
activities to choose from throughout the day. Staff organise the environment, 
indoors and outside, to promote children's development across all areas of 
learning. Children have a positive attitude to their learning and eagerly have a go 
at the opportunities available to them.

Children make friends at the nursery and play well together. Out in the garden, 
they climb to the top of the climbing frame and call for their friends to join them. 
They use their rich imaginations to create games and challenges, such as with the 
balancing apparatus. In the home corner, children recreate and share experiences 
from their home lives alongside their peers. This helps them to explore and 
negotiate everyday social situations.

Leaders develop a curriculum that is based on early literacy and storytelling. They 
find out about children's interests as they explore pictures and text together. For 
example, children have developed an interest in the human body and how to stay 
healthy. They explore this further through books, songs and role play. Staff 
introduce new vocabulary to support children to express their feelings and ideas. 
This prepares children well for their eventual move on to school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The long-standing team of staff know the children in their care well. Children's 
key persons can explain, in detail, what individual children are learning and what 
support they need to achieve their next steps in development. Staff share 
information with parents verbally and through an online system. This helps 
parents to contribute to their children's learning at home. It also provides 
continuity for children and helps them to make good progress.

n Staff gather lots of information about children and their families during the 
admission and settling-in process. Staff know about children's individual 
circumstances and any challenges they are facing at home. This helps staff to 
provide an inclusive setting where children learn to understand and celebrate 
their similarities and differences. 

n Leaders use regular supervision sessions to discuss any concerns staff have 
about children and any additional measures required to support children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). This enables staff to use 
their good knowledge of early childhood development to support all children with 
their learning.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery. They express that they had concerns about 
the impact of the restrictions during the COVID-19 pandemic on their children's 
early development and social skills. Parents say that they chose this small setting 
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because of the warmth and friendliness of the staff team. They say that their 
children are content, develop friendships and learn new skills at the nursery.

n Mealtimes at this nursery are joyous. Children wash their hands and come to the 
table eagerly to enjoy healthy food, which is freshly prepared on site. Staff sit 
and eat alongside children. They demonstrate how to use cutlery and support 
children to have positive social interactions. Children are chatty and friendly. 
They eat heartily and confidently ask for seconds. However, staff do not 
consistently support children to play a more active role in helping during the 
mealtime routine, for example by helping to clear the table, to support their 
independence even further.

n Staff work closely with an external provider to deliver a comprehensive 
programme of movement and dance workshops. Staff support children during 
adult-led workshops to participate in a range of activities that help to develop 
children's balance, coordination, turn-taking and social skills. Children explore 
the resources independently throughout the day. They show great concentration 
as they practise the challenging activities. 

n Leaders remind parents of the services available to support children's good 
health and well-being. Staff encourage parents to access local dental and 
optician services to check their children's teeth and eyes. When children are 
aged between two and three years, staff prepare a health and development 
review for parents to share with their health visitor. This helps staff and parents 
to work in partnership to act swiftly if any concerns are identified.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that all staff have the knowledge and understanding required to 
promote children's safety and security. They promote a culture and ethos that 
prioritises children's welfare. Staff know what to do if they are concerned about a 
child or the behaviour of a colleague. They know who to contact to raise concerns 
and what to do in the case of an emergency. Staff manage children's dietary 
requirements, preferences and allergies effectively. The nursery is well maintained, 
clean and safe. Leaders make appropriate adjustments to the environment to 
accommodate children with SEND. Staff use effective risk assessments to identify 
areas for improvement and minimise hazards.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide more opportunities for children to help throughout the day to support 
their growing independence and confidence even further.

Inspection report: Puddleduck Nursery
21 March 2023 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY428371

Local authority Southwark

Inspection number 10238347

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 21

Name of registered person Bromley, Carol Marjorie

Registered person unique 
reference number RP511791

Telephone number 02072528448

Date of previous inspection 24 March 2022

Information about this early years setting

Puddleduck Nursery re-registered in 2011 and is located in Brenchley Gardens, in 
the London Borough of Southwark. The nursery is open all year round from 8am to 
6pm, Monday to Thursday, and from 8am to 4pm on Friday. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. A total of five 
staff work directly with the children, including the provider, who has qualified 
teacher status. Three staff, including the manager, hold qualifications at level 3. 
One member of staff has a qualification at level 2. The nursery also employs a 
chef.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Trina Lynskey
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The provider took the inspector on a learning walk and talked about how they 
organise the provision and the curriculum.

n The inspector observed an activity and evaluated this with the provider.
n During the inspection, the inspector spoke to children, staff and parents at 

appropriate times.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.
n The inspector sampled key documentation, including evidence of staff's 

suitability, qualifications and the safety of the premises.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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