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Inspection dates: 25 and 26 January 2023
Overall effectiveness Requires improvement
The quality of education Requires improvement
Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Requires improvement
Early years provision Good

Previous inspection grade Requires improvement
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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils are happy to attend High Greave Infant school. They feel safe. Leaders have
high expectations of pupils. However, these are not currently fully realised in
practice. During lessons, teachers present activities to pupils in a way that makes it
difficult for pupils to stay engaged and learn key knowledge.

Around school and in the classrooms, pupils follow adults’ instructions. They behave
well so the environment is calm. Pupils demonstrate the values of the ‘learner code’,
which include being ready to learn and being respectful to each other. Bullying is
rare. If it happens, teachers talk with pupils to make sure it is resolved. Pupils
understand the importance of treating everyone fairly. They are kind to each other.

Through the curriculum, pupils are taught how to lead healthy, active lifestyles. They
are encouraged to take part in dance and games and to eat healthily. Pupils have
opportunities to develop their wider talents and interests through after-school clubs,
such as arts and crafts.

In class, teachers read a daily story which pupils enjoy. This helps pupils to develop
a love of reading. Pupils like to vote for the story they want to listen to. The use of
visitors from the local community enriches the curriculum. Pupils remember
knowledge from a visit by a soldier who discussed his uniform and medals. This
helped them to learn about Remembrance Day.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Senior leaders have developed a coherently planned and sequenced curriculum.
Learning is broken down into small steps. This helps pupils to reach the end goals
set out in the curriculum. Despite the curriculum being coherently planned, teachers
do not always choose the best activities to help pupils remember their learning
longer term. They sometimes present too much information to pupils at once, or
lack clarity when teaching. There is little time given to build upon prior knowledge or
connect this to new knowledge. Curriculum leaders have not been given enough
training or opportunity to monitor and improve their subject.

Appropriate aims are in place for pupils with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND). Adults are perceptive to the needs of these pupils. Specialist
resources help these pupils to access the curriculum. Pupils are able to access
learning within their class and in small groups. They are included in all aspects of
school life.

Learning to read starts from Reception. Leaders have introduced a new phonics
programme. This is not currently embedded. The chosen curriculum and its delivery
are not followed consistently by all teachers. Nonetheless, pupils read books that are
matched to the sounds that they know. Teachers encourage pupils to use their
knowledge of phonics when writing. Pupils who are struggling with learning to read
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get the support they need to catch up. Leaders recognise that some adults require
further training to teach phonics effectively.

The curriculum in early years is coherently planned and sequenced. Adults plan
activities in the indoor and outdoor areas that support children to become
independent learners. Teachers identify the vocabulary they want children to know.
Children are supported and encouraged to use this vocabulary in their independent
play. They learn nursery rhymes and stories to help develop their language. Children
concentrate well on the tasks they are given. For example, they took time to choose
materials to make a collage of a house.

Leaders have designed a carefully considered personal, social, health and education
curriculum to support pupils’ well-being. Staff use this curriculum to teach pupils
about the specific risks in their local community. Pupils learn about different faiths.
They are very tolerant and accepting of difference. Pupils experience an enhanced
curriculum through visits to, for example, Tropical Butterfly House Wildlife
Conservation Park.

Leaders have been tenacious in making sure pupils’ attendance is improving. A
strong pastoral team is in place to support families with attendance. Parents speak
highly of the school. They say their children are well supported.

The chief executive officer (CEO) and trustees support and challenge the leadership
team so some improvements have been made over time. Trust partners work
alongside school leaders to determine the improvements that need to be made in
school. Trustees perform the required legal duties effectively.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that safeguarding systems and procedures are in place. All adults
take part in an annual training programme. They know how this training will help
them to spot pupils who may be vulnerable or at risk. Leaders work with local
partners to make sure that appropriate support is in place for pupils and their
families. They understand the local risks that their pupils may face. Leaders ensure
that all adults who work at and visit the school have undergone the appropriate
checks. Senior leaders have completed training on safer recruitment.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

® In some subjects, teachers do not always choose the most appropriate activities
or present information clearly to help pupils learn the planned knowledge long
term. Pupils do not always retain the key knowledge that teachers want them to
acquire. Leaders should ensure that teachers receive appropriate training to
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support them in selecting the activities that best support pupils in acquiring the
knowledge set out in the curriculum.

W Adults have not been trained sufficiently well to teach the new phonics scheme.
This results in inconsistencies in the delivery of the phonics curriculum. Leaders
should ensure that all adults are adequately trained to deliver effective phonics
teaching.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 142977

Local authority Rotherham
Inspection number 10257061

Type of school Infant

School category Academy converter
Age range of pupils 3to7

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 110

Appropriate authority Board of Trustees

Chair of trust John Rutherford

Headteacher Rachel Taylor

Website www.learnerstrust.org/HGI

Date of previous inspection 18 and 19 June 2019, under section 5 of

the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B This school does not use alternative provision.

B The Learners Trust consists of 18 primary, junior and infant schools based in
Derby, Derbyshire and Rotherham.

Information about this inspection

The inspector(s) carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B Inspectors held meetings with the headteacher, senior leaders, subject leaders
and other staff. An inspector met with the CEO and some trustees.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics,
history and science. For each deep dive, inspectors discussed the curriculum with
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subject leaders, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some
pupils about their learning and looked at samples of pupils’ work.

B Inspectors met with leaders with overall responsibility for safeguarding and
looked at school safeguarding records. They also reviewed the single central
record.

B Inspectors considered responses to Ofsted’s staff questionnaire and responses to
Ofsted’s Parent View survey, including free-text responses.

B Inspectors talked to pupils to gather their views on school life. They also talked to
parents.

Inspection team

Lesley Allwood, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
Angela Spencer-Brooke Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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