
Inspection of Honeybuns Day Nursery
Honeybuns Day Nursery, 15 Lichfield Road, Stafford, Staffordshire ST17 4JX

Inspection date: 15 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are at the centre of this warm and inviting nursery. They are quick to 
settle into the routine of the day. Children play well with each other as they explore 
the age-appropriate resources, both indoors and outdoors. Staff understand 
children's development well and provide a range of activities for children to 
explore. For example, babies enjoy sensory play as they investigate cornflour and 
water. Toddlers use fine motor skills as they scoop and pour in the messy tray. Pre-
school children develop physical skills as they jump, bounce and balance to their 
morning exercise song. Children show independence and confidence as they access 
the variety of resources available.

Children are polite and behave well. Staff remind children of the rules and to use 
good manners. Children help to tidy away after activities and have a sense of pride 
when they do so. Staff are good role models. They encourage and praise children 
during the day. Children learn to take turns and share. Staff support them to work 
together and develop a 'can-do attitude'. For example, outdoors, children use large 
magnetic blocks to build a structure. Staff support them to work together and 
cooperate with each other to enable them to achieve their goal. This helps to 
support children's self-esteem and emotional development. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers and leaders have a clear vision for the nursery. They continually 
monitor and evaluate their provision as they want to ensure the best outcomes 
for the children. Staff receive termly supervision to support their teaching and 
personal well-being and access professional development to increase their 
knowledge. 

n Since the last inspection, managers have worked hard to improve parent 
partnerships, and this is now a key strength of the nursery. Parents are 
extremely complimentary about the nursery. They receive daily information 
about their child's day using an online system. They understand about their 
child's learning in the nursery and how they can support this at home. Staff take 
the time to talk to parents as they drop children off and collect them. This 
ensures smooth transitions for the children. 

n Staff base the curriculum on the children's next stage of learning. Staff use their 
knowledge of child development and the individual child to plan activities. For 
example, pre-school children are learning about life cycles. Staff develop 
activities to explain this and build on the learning throughout the week. Most 
children engage with this well. For example, they show excitement as they dig in 
the soil to find bugs. However, staff do not always encourage children to explore 
such opportunities further and fully challenge children to build on their already 
good knowledge and skills.
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n Children enjoy hearing stories as staff create excitement, intrigue and 
anticipation in the books they read to children. Children of all ages enjoy books 
and literacy. For example, babies take books to staff for them to read and look 
at as they cuddle onto their laps. Toddlers sit independently and point to words 
and pictures on pages as they discover the joy of turning the pages. Pre-school 
children choose their favourite book from the in-house library to explore. This 
helps children to develop a love for literacy and reading.

n Staff use group activities for older children to practise their listening and 
attention skills. Children sit in their key groups and try to guess the insects that 
staff are describing. However, group times do not always fully meet the needs of 
all children, and some children lose interest and become easily distracted.

n Staff promote communication and language development throughout the 
nursery. Staff role model good language and talk to the children throughout the 
day. Younger children copy staff and repeat single words. Older children talk to 
each other, recalling events and using language to fuel their play. Staff ask 
children open-ended questions and give them time to respond. Staff support 
children who speak English as an additional language. They ask parents for 
familiar words in their home language that staff can then use in the routine of 
the day. This helps children to settle and feel secure.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have a good understanding of safeguarding procedures. They 
know the signs and symptoms of abuse. They know how to gain advice or report 
any concerns to safeguarding partners if they feel a child may be at risk of harm. 
Recruitment procedures are strong. All staff undertake rigorous checks before 
working with the children. Staff undertake professional development to keep 
children safe. For example, all staff have completed a 'safer sleeping' course. They 
also have up-to-date paediatric first aid and safeguarding training. The nursery is 
safe and secure with coded locks on external and internal doors. Resources are 
clean and well maintained. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to provide further challenge to extend children's learning and build 
on what they already know and can do

n extend children's engagement and involvement in activities, especially during 
group times, and help them to develop their attention and listening skills as 
much as possible.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY339367

Local authority Staffordshire 

Inspection number 10276728

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 59

Number of children on roll 82

Name of registered person Chace Care Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908993

Telephone number 01785 214040

Date of previous inspection 31 July 2017

Information about this early years setting

Honeybuns Day Nursery registered in 2006 and is in Stafford. It is one of three 
nurseries managed by Chase Care Limited. The nursery employs 15 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 13 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 
above. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sue Smith
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the management team about the leadership and 
management of the nursery.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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