
Inspection of Unique Child Montessori 
Nursery
2a Wood End Way, NORTHOLT, Middlesex UB5 4QQ

Inspection date: 14 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Children arrive at this nursery to a warm welcome. They quickly settle into play, 
joining their friends. Children have access to a range of resources to play with. 
However, not all staff are fully confident in extending children's play to build on 
what children know and can do. The curriculum is not consistently implemented 
throughout the day to ensure children are engaged in high-quality learning. Staff 
support children in developing their language and imagination. For example, during 
a water-play activity children explore the fish and shells, listening for the sounds of 
the sea. Some staff can skilfully extend knowledge by showing children a map of 
the world and explaining land and sea. However, there are missed opportunities 
where vocabulary could be extended further. 

Children begin the day by freely choosing activities based on their interests, before 
joining others for carpet time. They sing along to songs to introduce the day and 
the weather before beginning to practise songs for their Mother's Day event. 
Children develop their physical skills with a range of activities. For example, older 
children use pipettes to build on their finger strength and support the development 
of the pincer grip. Babies explore paints using their hands and easy grip 
paintbrushes. This supports early writing skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager carries out regular supervision meetings with staff. This supports 
staff's practice, generally well, and identifies training needs. However, these are 
not yet effective in raising the practice of all staff. Variations in the quality of the 
provision hinder the ability to reach a good overall outcome. 

n Staff understand what they want children to learn next. However, the curriculum 
is not implemented consistently. At times, the activities provided are not 
challenging enough to help children to make progress. This means that children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, do not achieve 
as well as they should.

n At times, children cannot fully engage in play due to daily routines. For example, 
in the toddler room before lunch, staff read books to children while they are 
waiting for nappy changing and toileting routines to be completed, rather than 
allowing them time to play. 

n Staff build on children's communication and language through story telling and 
talking to children as they play. However, many children attending the nursery 
speak English as an additional language. There are limited visual prompts to 
support children's understanding, which has an impact on the children's curiosity 
within the nursery. During mealtimes, there are missed opportunities to engage 
children in conversation at this social event.

n Children learn about good health practices in a variety of ways. They are 
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provided with freshly prepared, well-balanced meals, which consider their 
dietary needs. They have regular outdoor play, where they enjoy using tricycles 
and creating colourful marks with chunky chalks. Before mealtimes, they wash 
their hands and follow good hygiene routines.

n Children develop good independence skills and manage tasks which will prepare 
them for school. For example, older children learn to put their coats on for 
outdoor play and self-serve at mealtimes. Babies feed themselves using their 
hands and progress to using a spoon.

n Staff develop good partnerships with parents. When children begin, staff learn 
about their child's interests and development stage and use this as a starting 
point to plan for the child. They work closely in updating parents with their 
children's progress. Parents share a positive view of the nursery, stating that 
their children are settled and happy.

n Children behave well in this nursery. Staff role model good manners and 
kindness. All children including babies show a good attitude to learning. Children 
are learning valuable life skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a suitable understanding of their safeguarding responsibilities and can 
recognise the signs of abuse. Staff know who to share their concerns with and 
know that this needs to be carried out promptly. The manager undertakes 
sufficient checks to ensure staff are suitable to work with children and have 
ongoing suitability processes in place to keep children safe. Staff and the manager 
know how to report a concern to the relevant authorities if an allegation is made 
against a staff member. Staff ensure that the premises are safe and secure for 
children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve staff supervision and coaching to ensure the quality of teaching is 
consistently good in all areas

n ensure the curriculum is sufficiently challenging for all children, including 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities, to ensure children 
receive best possible outcomes

n ensure routines are carefully planned, so disruption in play is minimised
n be more consistent in how the curriculum for language and communication is 

delivered, including adapting for children who speak English as an additional 
language.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY377692

Local authority Ealing 

Inspection number 10263821

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 55

Number of children on roll 72

Name of registered person Unique Child Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP528208

Telephone number 0208 4237300

Date of previous inspection 12 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

Unique Child Montessori Nursery registered in 2008. It is located in Northolt, in the 
London Borough of Ealing. The nursery is open each weekday from 8am to 6pm 
and operates all year round. The nursery employs 12 staff, some of whom have 
early years qualifications from level 3 to level 6. The provider receives funding to 
offer free early education to children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacqueline Halpin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with staff 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk around the premises to 
discuss what they want children to learn and how they deliver the curriculum.

n The inspector spoke with parents and staff and took their account into 
consideration.

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector sampled the documentation including insurance, staff suitability 

and paediatric first-aid training.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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