
Inspection of Les Trois Oursons
170 Gloucester Terrace, LONDON W2 6HS

Inspection date: 9 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter nursery excitedly and staff greet them warmly with big smiles. 
Children give them a hug and tell them about their journey to nursery or how their 
morning has been. Children are happy and settled in this welcoming nursery. All 
children's needs are met effectively, which is due to the staff, who are caring and 
exceptionally dedicated to the well-being of the children. 

Children have a sense of pride in this nursery which provides a bilingual 
programme that supports children's language skills in French, English and 
Mandarin. Staff have clear expectations for what children should learn through the 
curriculum for communication and language. They get down to children's level and 
narrate, using either English or French as they play and sing with them. In the 
baby room, it is clear to see that the babies enjoy participating in songs. Staff talk 
to the babies while changing them, which encourages the babies to feel secure, 
safe and happy.  

Children behave very well and understand the rules and boundaries in the nursery. 
They achieve this through the high expectations and praise of the staff. Children 
develop their independence by choosing activities that they would like to try and 
then tidying them away when completed. This supports children in preparation for 
the next stage of their learning journey.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders build strong parent partnerships. They communicate well via regular 
meetings and send a written report to parents twice annually. Staff also 
regularly send information about children's learning and progress to parents via 
an app and inform them of any next steps. Parents speak of being well 
supported with starting their child in Nursery with an informal home visit to meet 
staff and helpful support with potty training and attachment issues. 

n The manager has a good understanding of what good practice looks like. For 
example, the manager clearly identifies the effectiveness of staff's open 
questions during an activity about floating and sinking. This demonstrates that 
the manager has the skills to support staff to develop their professional skills 
and leads to good outcomes for children. 

n Leaders have clear expectations for what children should learn in each of the 
rooms and how this progresses as children move through them. For example, 
they explain how children develop their independence as they move through the 
rooms. Children in the toddler room are encouraged to feed themselves using 
cutlery and are supported to pour their own drinks. Children in the pre-school 
room are independent in taking their bowls and plates and scraping off the 
unwanted food ready for cleaning. This clear progression leads to good 
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outcomes for children and prepares them well for school.
n Leaders provide a curriculum that combines the Montessori ethos as well as 

children's interests to promote a wide variety of enjoyable learning activities. 
Montessori practical life and sensorial equipment in the toddler room helps 
children to become independent and achieve their learning goals. Children in the 
pre-school room are being well prepared for the transition to school. For 
example, children were observed mark making and learning to form their letters 
using the sandpaper letters.

n Leaders provide opportunities for children to develop their physical skills. Babies 
can practise their walking and climbing skills on the specialised equipment. 
Toddlers are helped to develop the muscles in their small hands by threading 
beads and using scissors to cut. Children in both the toddler and pre-school 
rooms have regular access to the park, where they can climb, balance and 
negotiate space. This leads to good outcomes for children's physical 
development.

n Leaders carefully consider how to help children to learn about the natural 
environment through daily trips to local parks. This supports children's 
understanding of how nature changes throughout the seasons. Leaders also 
promote children's curiosity by hatching chicks in the classroom and enabling 
children to watch caterpillars change into chrysalides and then emerge as 
butterflies. 

n Leaders carefully plan professional development opportunities for staff through 
peer observations, targeted training based on staff needs and individual 
supervision meetings. This leads to good reflective practice throughout the 
setting and leads to good outcomes for children. Leaders liaise with external 
agencies to seek advice for children with additional needs. This supports staff 
and builds inclusivity.

n Staff provide some valuable opportunities for imaginative play. However, more 
opportunities for children to play independently with their peers will develop 
their social skills with others. Listening, paying attention and sharing play 
experiences will help children to explore their feelings and develop self-
discipline. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of effective procedures for keeping children safe. 
They know who to take their concerns to and where they can get further support. 
Their safeguarding knowledge is up to date and important safeguarding 
information is displayed clearly for staff to access if they have concerns. For 
example, children's dietary needs and requirements are discreetly displayed to 
ensure children are given the correct foods. Risk assessments are thorough, and 
staff support children to understand and manage risk. For example, staff remind 
children about road safety and how to stay safe when walking to the park.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider how to develop children's peer play, to promote social skills and 
support children to resolve conflicts independently.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY431842

Local authority Westminster

Inspection number 10263078

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 47

Number of children on roll 58

Name of registered person M.A.R.S Montessori Schools Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906939

Telephone number 02072629945

Date of previous inspection 19 April 2017

Information about this early years setting

Les Trois Oursons is a bilingual nursery and follows aspects of the Montessori 
teaching methods. The nursery registered in 2012 and operates in the City of 
Westminster. The nursery opens each weekday from 8am to 6pm, for 47 weeks of 
the year. The nursery is in receipt of funding for the provision of free early 
education for children aged three and four years. There are 20 members of staff, 
13 of whom hold relevant early years qualifications ranging from level 2 to level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Whiddington
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n Parents shared their views on the setting with the inspector.
n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 

about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.
n The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager. 
n The inspector spoke with children and staff.
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises.
n Children spoke to the inspector about the activities they were doing in the 

nursery.
n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times about safeguarding, nursery 

practices and well-being.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Les Trois Oursons
9 March 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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