
Inspection of Bumble Bees Day 
Nursery
Sir Mark Collet Pavilion, Heaverham Road, SEVENOAKS, Kent TN15 6NE

Inspection date: 10 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children's laughter is everywhere as they happily leave their parents to explore the 
exciting activities in this nursery. Children immediately immerse themselves in 
learning that captures their interest. Staff give children's feelings and attachment a 
high priority. For example, children explore the 'emotions tent 'and read books that 
help them to put a colour to their feelings. Loving staff are so in tune with 
children's emotions, that they pre-empt children's distress by scooping them up for 
cuddles.

Children benefit from a highly reflective staff team who follow their interests. For 
example, the children's interest in dinosaurs leads to making play dough volcanoes. 
Children excel at recalling when they made their own footprints, as they make 
dinosaur footprints in the dough. Children enthusiastically display high levels of 
enjoyment, explaining 'we made footprints in the snow, and we made snow 
angels'.

Staff playfully join in children's imaginative storylines. For example, a walk in the 
forest to look for pirates becomes a game of find the 'X' that marks the spot. Staff 
remind children to look at their map to ensure that they get to 'pirate island' safely. 
They ecstatically exclaim to the inspector, 'look out for the X and you will find the 
treasure'. Their physical skills develop as they climb a special 'climbing' tree. 
Moreover, they demonstrate their impressive turn-taking skills as they wait 
patiently to have a go. They develop their imaginations further by looking for 
pirates or being princesses once at the top of the tree.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Highly reflective and thoughtful staff implement an extremely well-thought-out 
curriculum. They find out children's starting points and rapidly provide high-
quality support to address any gaps in learning. For instance, staff noticed that 
children needed further language support, so they completed training to 
enhance their skills in this area. When they read a story, they encourage 
children to discuss it with them and their peers. Children tell of their swimming 
experience and compare it to a character's in the book. This helps children 
develop excellent language skills and become school ready.

n Literacy and teaching traditional tales is of great importance to staff. Children 
learn stories using props that staff provide to inspire them. They demonstrate 
impressive levels of concentration while they listen to staff read the story of the 
Gingerbread Man and loudly join in to finish the rhyme. Children delight in 
singing nursery rhymes that match the initial letter of a soft toy they choose 
from a bag. Staff provide skilful support to help children learn about story 
formats and develop their memory skills. Furthermore, children begin to 
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understand about important social skills for the next stage of their education.
n Children flourish in their personal development. They demonstrate highly 

effective self-care skills. For instance, they do up their zips themselves and older 
children put on their own coats. They go to the toilet without help and 
understand why they wash their hands.

n Children's behaviour is consistently impeccable. For instance, they show 
kindness and care to others and involve them in their imaginative play. Children 
wait patiently for their turn to get into 'all weather' clothes for their walk. Their 
attitude is admirable as they follow instructions when staff ask and demonstrate 
high levels of interest in nature. For example, on an outside walk, children 
comment that there are no leaves and remember that this is because it is winter 
and 'too cold'. Staff inspire children as they look for signs of spring and skilfully 
extend their learning. For example, when children notice the buds, staff 
seamlessly begin a discussion about growth. Children's excellent behaviour 
means that little time is lost and all children are able to focus on their learning. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) receive 
outstanding support and flourish in their development. The manager goes above 
and beyond to ensure that children with SEND get every possible resource 
available to them. For instance, staff work tirelessly to ensure that specialist 
teachers and therapists support children on site. This means that all children get 
the support they need to reach their full potential.

n Parents are very happy with their children's progress and the communication at 
the pre-school. They have electronic means of communicating and speak with 
the staff daily. Parents say that the setting is 'idyllic'. Staff are very happy at 
pre-school and the low staff turnover delights the parents as their children keep 
the same key person. The staff are also highly effective at liaising with other 
settings that children attend. They plan together to make certain that children 
benefit from consistent individual support of the highest quality.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff complete regular safeguarding training and hold paediatric first-aid 
qualifications. They have expert knowledge of all safeguarding issues. Staff 
understand their responsibilities in promoting children's welfare. The leaders follow 
robust recruitment measures. Thorough risk assessments ensure children's safety. 
Staff know the signs and symptoms of abuse and what their local procedures for 
reporting it are. They understand the broader issues, for instance, the 'Prevent' 
duty and county lines. They provide parents with information about how to keep 
their child safe on the internet.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 127061

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10279805

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 14

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Dicker, Jennefer

Registered person unique 
reference number RP513762

Telephone number 07963870599

Date of previous inspection 2 August 2017

Information about this early years setting

Bumble Bees Day Nursery registered in 2001. The nursery is based in the village of 
Kemsing, near Sevenoaks, in Kent. The nursery operates for 47 weeks of the year. 
It is open Monday to Friday, from 9am to 5pm. The nursery employs eight 
members of staff, including the manager who holds a relevant level 4 early years 
qualification. Four members of staff hold appropriate qualifications at level 3. The 
provider receives funding to provide free early education for children aged three 
and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kay Beckwith
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, both indoors 
and outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's 
learning.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n Children told the inspector about what they like to do when they are at the 
setting.

n The manager showed the inspector relevant documentation.
n The owner and manager had a leadership and management meeting with the 

inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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