
Inspection of Dalling Montessori 
Nursery
Ground Floor, Church Court, Dalling Road, London, Middlesex W6 0EU

Inspection date: 9 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

On arrival, children separate easily from their parents, and handover information is 
quickly exchanged with staff. Children change into their indoor shoes before 
making their way into the nursery. Coats and bags are hung up and hands washed 
prior to entering the playroom. Children are greeted warmly by staff and their 
peers. They select resources to play with before everyone comes together for a 
morning circle time. For instance, children confidently join in conversations and 
songs about the days of the week and the weather. Staff also use the activity to 
reinforce the nursery's newly established 'golden rules'. Children discuss what 'kind 
hands', 'walking feet' and 'being kind' mean to them. Children view the picture 
timetable, eagerly anticipating the planned events for the day.

Children have daily trips to the local park. Older children proudly demonstrate how 
they can independently put on their coat by placing it on the floor and flipping it 
over their head. If needed, staff support children with zips and other fastenings, 
and they encourage children to complete the parts they can do for themselves. 
Younger children have appropriate clothing, including all-in-one suits and 
wellington boots, as jumping in puddles is enjoyed by all the children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Allocated key persons collect children's starting points from parents when they 
move into the nursery. Staff use the information to plan and sequence children's 
learning. They provide activities linked to children's interests, and this impacts 
on children's learning and supports them to make good progress.

n Staff are well deployed, and they manage behaviour in a positive, consistent 
manner. This helps children to understand how their behaviour affects their 
friends and helps them to build positive relationships. Staff use practical 
strategies to help children understand turn-taking and sharing. However, on 
occasion, staff do not incorporate strategies to support children who need more 
help or children with emerging special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n Children and staff share a rich cultural heritage. Staff provide a curriculum in 
both English and Mandarin. They skilfully thread Mandarin into every opportunity 
to support children's communication. Children demonstrate what they have 
learned as they seamlessly move between both languages. For example, 
children respond in English to instructions from staff in Mandarin.

n Children wash their hands in preparation for snacks and meals that are provided 
by their parents. Older children are enthusiastic and like to be independent with 
self-care tasks. For example, when two children volunteer to be lunchtime 
helpers, staff say that only one is needed. Children quickly negotiate between 
themselves and reply, 'We can both help. There are two tables; we can have 
one each.'
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n Children enjoy daily trips to the park. Since the last inspection, staff have 
developed practice to ensure children's needs continue to be met outside of the 
nursery. For example, staff carry water and a first-aid kit and complete a health 
and safety check of the area in the park they will be using to ensure children 
have a safe space to play.

n Since joining the nursery, the manager has provided effective support for staff. 
New staff have a planned induction into the nursery. Training is tailored to meet 
each individual member of staff's needs. Regular supervision sessions and 
opportunities to evaluate how training impacts on practice are improving the 
quality of teaching for all children.

n Parents speak very highly of the new manager and her staff team. They share 
how happy their child is when they arrive at the nursery. Parents feel confident 
with the level of care and support they receive. Parents enjoy reading 
observations and seeing photos on the online app. However, the manager and 
staff have not fully explored how they can help more parents to make use of the 
app to share information and support children's learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are very aware of what they need to do to ensure children are kept safe. 
Recent training has developed staff knowledge and confidence to address any 
concerns they may have relating to children in their care. Staff discuss how they 
will use the whistle-blowing policy if they are worried about a colleague's conduct. 
Robust risk assessments and daily health and safety checks ensure the building 
and equipment are well maintained.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to help all children to build positive relationships with each other
n help parents to share information about their child's development at home to 

enhance children's learning further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2498843

Local authority Hammersmith & Fulham

Inspection number 10258694

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 70

Number of children on roll 11

Name of registered person Dalling House Mandarin Immersion Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2498842

Telephone number 442088469662

Date of previous inspection 13 September 2022

Information about this early years setting

Dalling Montessori Nursery registered in 2019. It operates from premises in 
Ravenscourt Park, in the London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham. The 
nursery is open Monday to Friday, from 9am to 3.30pm, during school term times. 
The provider offers a breakfast club from 8am to 9am and an after-school club 
from 3.30pm to 6pm. The nursery currently employs four members of staff. The 
manager is QTS level 6, one staff member holds Level 4, one staff member holds 
Level 3, and one is working towards level 3 qualification. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Bernie Dunne
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss 
the learning intentions for children. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 

n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector.
n At an appropriate time, the inspector spoke to staff during the inspection.
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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