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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children separate happily from their parents and settle quickly. They build secure
attachments with staff and are confident in the pre-school. Children explore
activities and thoroughly enjoy using their imagination. They have fun flying toy
dragons and dinosaurs through the air. Children create helicopters from different
toys and resources, loading them with brightly coloured pom-poms to feed the
dinosaurs. They use their developing mathematical knowledge, counting pom-poms
or measuring to see who is the tallest. Children engage with staff, start
conversations and are confident to make their needs known.

Children enjoy small-group activities where they learn to extend their knowledge
and concentration. For example, they develop a love of story books discussing their
favourite characters, and they are confident to use reference books as they identify
different types and sizes of dinosaurs. Children enjoy using picture cards to help
them plan their own story with a beginning, middle and end, demonstrating very
good speech and language skills. They have very good opportunities to be
physically active indoors and outside. Children develop good muscle control and
coordination while using the play apparatus in the adjoining park. They develop
good social skills and learn to manage their feelings and behaviour. Children learn
to take turns and share fairly using sand timers.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Since the last inspection, the provider and manager have made significant
improvements to the procedures that promote committee suitability for
children's safety. They have sought support from various early years
professionals to help improve induction practice for committee members and to
ensure they meet legal requirements.

m Children gain a good awareness of each other's differences. Staff provide a
positive and inclusive environment. There is a strong emphasis on valuing each
other and respecting their community. Children with special educational needs
and/or disabilities take an active role as staff have high expectations for their
achievements. The special educational needs coordinator has a good focus on
early intervention and support for families, to ensure gaps close and all children
make good progress.

m Staff have developed good partnerships with parents. Parents speak highly of
staff and comment positively about the support they receive and the information
that is shared with them. This helps them to extend and build further on their
children's learning at home and keeps them updated with the progress they
make at the pre-school.

W Staff say they are happy in their roles and feel supported and valued by the
manager. They have regular staff meetings and benefit from supervision reviews
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that include a focus on their well-being. Staff say training and coaching helps
them to raise the quality of their practice and boosts their confidence when
working with children or speaking to parents.

B The manager and staff have established a broad curriculum. Staff know the
children well. Pre-school children make consistently good progress. Staff
interaction is well planned to build on their previous learning and enable them to
practise their new skills and share ideas. However, younger children do not
always benefit from the same high level of interaction to help them persevere at
tasks, enabling them to explore and find how things work.

m Children demonstrate independence as they manage their personal hygiene.
Staff complete daily checks to reduce potential hazards. In addition, they talk
with parents and provide information about the importance of chopping up
particular foods to avoid a choking risk. During snack and mealtimes however,
staff do not consistently encourage children to assess and learn about managing
risk for themselves.

W Staff encourage children to follow the pre-school's rules for behaviour. They
remind children to use their 'walking feet' indoors, and select helpers to ring the
'stop-and-listen bell'. Children are encouraged to help each other and be good
citizens. They thoroughly enjoy earning stars, and when they have enough,
exchanging these for their favourite cartoon character game card.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is a strong culture of safeguarding in the pre-school. Committee members
and the manager ensure that all staff keep child protection at the forefront of their
minds. Staff undertake regular training so that they remain familiar with their
responsibilities to keep children safe, and report concerns swiftly. There are clear
systems in place for checking the suitability of committee members, the manager,
staff and volunteers. This helps to ensure that all adults remain safe to work with
children. All staff understand about fire evacuation policies and make time to
practise this regularly so everyone knows what to do in the event of an emergency.
Staff implement procedures effectively, such as when managing accidents and
administering medication.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W support staff to provide younger children with a high level of interaction that
helps them to keep trying

m help children to recognise and manage risks and gain a deeper understanding of
the importance of safety measures.

Inspection report: Steeple Bumpstead Pre-School 3
8 March 2023



Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

650139

Essex

10260638

Childcare on non-domestic premises
Early Years Register

Full day care

2to4

40
23
Steeple Bumpstead Pre-School Committee

RP910024

07805 061169
6 October 2022

Information about this early years setting

Steeple Bumpstead Pre-School was established in 1999 and registered with Ofsted
in 2001. It is managed by a voluntary management committee. The pre-school
employs three members of staff. Of these, two hold appropriate early years
qualifications at level 3. The pre-school is open Monday to Friday, during term
time. Sessions run from 8.30am to 2.30pm, except on a Tuesday when the session
is 9am to 12 noon. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three-

and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Clements
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Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

B The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk of the pre-school and
the inspector held a discussion with the provider.

m Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing in the pre-school.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager,
and together they evaluated this.

W Parents and staff spoke with the inspector at appropriate times during the
inspection.

W The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including the suitability checks
of all adults working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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