
Inspection of The Chelsfield Pre-
School
Windsor Drive Community Centre, Windsor Drive, ORPINGTON, Kent BR6 6HD

Inspection date: 3 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children play and learn in a busy but relaxed environment. Staff have to put away 
all resources at the end of most days but create a warm and welcoming learning 
environment every morning. All children separate easily from their parents and 
enjoy exploring a good variety of activities and resources. Some children enjoy 
playing and laughing together as they climb over soft blocks, while others prefer to 
settle in quietly. Children know that staff are close by to support them and show 
through their play and discussions that they feel safe and happy.

Children behave well and show good attitudes towards learning. They share toys 
with their friends, for instance, as they play with construction resources. They 
laugh together with excitement as they take part in a music and movement 
activity. All children join in, follow simple instructions, and move around to warm 
up, stretch and move in different ways. They know and enjoy familiar routines.  

The provider has high expectations of children and what they can achieve socially 
and educationally. Children are very confident and enjoy telling visitors about their 
favourite activities. For example, they eagerly explain how they are mixing blue and 
red paint to make it brown. They talk about their friends and eating fruit at snack 
time. They are confident, self-motivated and make good progress in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider plans the curriculum based on the team's knowledge of the 
children and their needs. Leaders have a good overview of the curriculum and 
what they intend individual and groups of children to learn. They support staff 
well to continually improve their skills. As a result, they provide good care and 
learning for children.

n Staff help children with special educational needs and/or disabilities to make the 
best possible progress. They work hard with other professionals and the 
children's parents to continually meet their care and learning needs. Children for 
whom the provider receives additional funding make equally good progress from 
their starting points to other children.

n Staff implement the curriculum aims well overall, including those focused on 
children's communication and language development. They ask interesting 
questions and introduce children to new words, such as 'aluminium' during a 
recycling activity. However, some staff are not as consistent with linking their 
practice to the intended aims for learning during other activities. Children do not 
benefit quite as much at such times but this does not affect their good progress.

n Staff encourage children to solve problems well. For example, during a role-play 
shopping activity, they ask older children whether the toy food is 15p or £15 and 
which amount is higher. Staff also ask children questions about size and shape 
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as they explore foam blocks. Although they check what children have 
remembered well overall, they occasionally miss the chance to offer children 
more challenge to further extend their learning. 

n Staff help all children to develop good levels of well-being and self-confidence. 
For example, they chat to children who are playing alone and encourage other 
children to join in. They praise them often and work well together to encourage 
children's social skills and personal development. 

n Staff use children's enjoyment of the outdoor environment to help extend their 
interests. Children who show interest in construction and large vehicles skilfully 
manoeuvre the bucket in front of a digger. Others take turns as they pour water 
into a shoot and catch it in jugs at the bottom. They talk about what they are 
doing as they coordinate their physical movements well.

n Children behave well, play amicably together and share resources. They enjoy 
looking at books with staff and their friends and answering questions. They 
eagerly point to pictures and talk about what is happening, as they develop an 
early love of books and stories.

n The provider and staff work hard to engage with the parents, and keep them 
well informed about their children's progress. Parents report that the staff are 
very supportive, that they know where their children are in their learning and 
feel involved and included. All children benefit well from good partnership 
working.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and the staff team have a good understanding of how to safeguard 
children within their respective roles. They work well together to meet children's 
health and safety needs and to ensure that the premises remain safe and secure. 
Staff know how to recognise the possible signs of abuse or neglect, or when 
children may be at risk of exposure to extreme views and behaviours. They also 
know how to manage and report concerns about the behaviour of a colleague, to 
safeguard children. Staff who are very new to the setting already understand the 
reporting procedures and how to escalate any concerns beyond the setting.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider ways to link the implementation of planned activities more securely to 
curriculum aims, to further develop the good learning opportunities in place 
overall

n develop a greater understanding of when to offer children more challenge in 
their play to further extend their learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY449675

Local authority Bromley

Inspection number 10263870

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 27

Name of registered person Carter, Julie Ann

Registered person unique 
reference number RP513450

Telephone number 01689 853183

Date of previous inspection 15 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

The Chelsfield Pre-School registered in 2012. It is situated in Chelsfield, in the 
London Borough of Bromley. The pre-school opens each weekday from 8am to 
6pm, for most of the year. The setting receives funding to provide free early 
education for children aged three and four years. It also receives early years pupil 
premium funding. There are seven members of staff who work with the children. 
Of these, one holds an early years qualification at degree level, four hold 
qualifications at level 3 and one at level 2. One member of staff is unqualified. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Stephanie Graves
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provision.

n The provider showed the inspector around the setting and explained how the 
different areas are organised for children's learning.

n The inspector held discussions with managers and staff at appropriate times 
throughout the visit.

n Parents contributed their views and comments about the quality of care and 
learning that staff provide for their children.

n The inspector sampled documentation and records, including those used by the 
provider to determine staff suitability.

n Children approached the inspector to share their creations and to talk about 
their favourite activities and interests.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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