
Inspection of Halesowen Day Nursery 
Ltd
137 Hagley Road, HALESOWEN, West Midlands B63 4JN

Inspection date: 7 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy in this nurturing setting. Staff implement a well-planned, 
gradual settling-in process to help children quickly become emotionally secure. 
Children arrive enthusiastically, waving goodbye to their parents as they go in to 
join their friends to play. They demonstrate a positive attitude towards learning 
and enjoy interactions with each other. Children demonstrate that they feel safe. 
They approach staff and visitors with confidence. Children develop strong bonds 
with staff, which helps them to settle. They concentrate for an extended length of 
time as they pull and feel the play dough. Staff introduce new vocabulary as 
children manipulate the dough, such as 'soft' and 'squishy' as they describe the 
texture of the play dough. Children use a range of tools to roll, shape and cut the 
play dough. This helps children to develop the fine motor skills that they will need 
to be able to write.

Staff are good role models for children's behaviour. Children learn to say please 
and thank you as they play together. Staff help them learn to solve problems and 
share equipment. For example, when two children want the same toy, staff calmly 
support them to find an alternative. This helps children learn to understand and 
manage their behaviour. The manager and staff have high expectations for all 
children to develop a lifelong love of learning, with a rich vocabulary and a strong 
sense of worth.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff have designed a curriculum that nurtures children to 
develop into independent individuals. The curriculum is well sequenced, so that 
children accumulate skills they need in readiness for their futures. 

n Children develop a love of books from an early age. Books are accessible 
everywhere in the nursery. Babies enjoy cuddles with staff and turn the pages of 
books and feel the different textures on each page. Older children enjoy looking 
at books together, happily retelling familiar stories. Staff explain the meaning of 
new words, such as 'extinct' and 'edible'. However, the organisation of some 
group activities could be better planned to ensure unnecessary disruptions do 
not distract children's learning. 

n Children learn about diversity and difference. For instance, they learn about Holi 
Day, India's festival of colour. Children explore and are creative using a range of 
colourful resources and materials. These experiences help children understand 
the world in which they live.

n Staff interactions are mostly supportive of children's learning. However, there 
are times when staff are not clear about what the learning intentions are. This 
means that while children are stimulated by the activity, their learning is not 
always supported as well as it could be. That said, children are interested in the 
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learning that takes place and do make good progress overall.
n Staff meet the needs of children with special educational needs and/or 

disabilities effectively. They work well with other agencies involved. Staff actively 
seek further training to ensure they can provide the best care and outcomes for 
all children.

n Children access a wide range of physical challenges to support their gross motor 
skills. Babies pull themselves up on equipment to build strength in their legs. 
Older children develop their coordination skills and ball control with the visiting 
sports coach. 

n Children develop good independence skills. For example, children independently 
wash hands before eating and after using the toilet, and older children serve 
their food at mealtimes and learn how to use cutlery. 

n Leaders and managers are passionate about their vision for the nursery. 
Together with their staff team, they reflect on practice and strive for 
improvement. Managers support staff well-being and staff morale is very high. 
For instance, the manager provides staff with regular supervision, with an 
emphasis on supporting their development and well-being.

n Parents are exceptionally happy with the care and quality experiences their 
children have at nursery. They complement the professional relationships that 
they develop with all staff. Staff regularly share information with parents about 
their child's development, and newsletters explain how parents can support their 
child's learning at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have good safeguarding knowledge. They are alert to the signs and 
symptoms of abuse and know how to refer any concerns they may have about a 
child's welfare. Staff attend regular training to keep their safeguarding knowledge 
up to date. They supervise children well at all times, including during sleep times. 
The manager carries out thorough background checks on staff as part of the 
recruitment process. The setting is well maintained and secure. This helps to 
prevent children leaving, or adults entering, unsupervised and all areas are free of 
hazards. All staff have a current paediatric first-aid certificate.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to implement precise learning intentions of activities more 
effectively, so that they are clear about what skills and knowledge they want 
children to gain

n review the implementation of group times to ensure that distractions are 
minimised and children fully engage in their learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY389904

Local authority Dudley 

Inspection number 10281663

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 56

Number of children on roll 82

Name of registered person Halesowen Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906861

Telephone number 0121 585 0265

Date of previous inspection 19 December 2019

Information about this early years setting

Halesowen Day Nursery Ltd registered in 2009 and is located in Halesowen, West 
Midlands. The nursery opens on Monday to Friday, all year round, from 7.30am 
until 6pm. It provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children. The nursery employs 20 members of childcare staff. Of these, 15 hold 
appropriate early years qualifications between level 2 and level 6. The 
owner/manager holds qualified teacher status.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Beverley Devlin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and a manager.
n The inspector and the manager carried out a learning walk together. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation. 
n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 

account of their views from feedback provided.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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