
Inspection of Hawkslade Farm Pre-
School
Hawkslade Farm Community Centre, Barley Crescent, AYLESBURY, 
Buckinghamshire HP21 9YL

Inspection date: 6 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Inadequate

The quality of education Inadequate

Behaviour and attitudes Inadequate

Personal development Inadequate

Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is inadequate

Leaders and managers do not promote children's safety and welfare well enough. 
Risk assessments are not effective and there are weaknesses in the arrangements 
to respond to accidents. In addition, the quality of teaching is not effective. Staff 
do not plan activities to develop children's individual progress. Interactions with 
children are not always beneficial to their learning and development. As a result, 
children do not consistently make good enough progress.

Children arrive happy and excited for their day at the pre-school. They are greeted 
by the friendly and welcoming staff. Children choose from the range of activities 
that are set out for them by staff. However, because of the lack of interactions 
from staff, children do not fully engage in activities and often move quickly from 
one to another without focus. Children become bored and spend time wandering 
around the hall without purpose. This does not support them to become active 
learners. Children are keen to ride bikes in the garden, however, staff do not 
organise the space effectively to ensure children are able to ride and move freely.

Overall, children are caring towards each other and develop friendships. However, 
the lack of guidance from staff means that some children do not understand or 
recognise why some behaviour is not appropriate, such as climbing on furniture.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers do not effectively assess and manage risks within the 
learning environment. They do not adequately consider the safe use of 
equipment, for example trampolines, and are not vigilant in their supervision of 
children. This is compounded by ineffective staff deployment, particularly at 
lunchtime. During the inspection, children were observed climbing on, and 
jumping off, furniture and playing boisterously on the trampolines. At these 
times, staff did not offer support to help children consider their own safety. In 
addition, children were left unsupervised while eating, which does not 
adequately protect them from risks, such as choking. 

n Although staff hold the required first-aid qualification they do not know how to 
respond to an accident. The leaders do not provide clear guidance to support 
staff to confidently manage emergency situations. 

n Staff do not provide children with clear and consistent messages in relation to 
expected behaviour, resulting in some unwanted behaviour. However, overall, 
children listen to and follow instructions given to them by staff. Children 
understand the routine of the day. 

n Although staff plan some activities that capture children's imagination, they do 
not know how to build on children's interests to help build on their learning. 
Opportunities for children to gain skills for early writing, and to develop 
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mathematical knowledge are limited. Staff do not provide children with an 
environment that is rich in language to help them develop their vocabulary and 
communication skills. 

n Although teaching is weak overall, the provision for children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities and those who speak English as an 
additional language is more successful. Staff recognise their needs and work 
together with parents/carers to support children's individual development. Staff 
support parents when referrals need to be made and work with other agencies 
to ensure that the children make progress. Staff have recently started to use a 
new system intended to help and monitor any speech and language delay at the 
earliest opportunity.

n The deputy manager has built good relationships with local schools to better 
understand the expectations of children when they move on to their next stage 
of learning. This has increased the focus on building children's independence 
skills and supporting them to regulate their emotions. In addition, relationships 
with parents are positive. Parents are happy with the care that their children 
receive. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

The weaknesses in risk assessment, supervision and responding to emergencies 
mean that children's welfare is not adequately safeguarded. However, staff have a 
secure knowledge of child protection matters. They are aware of the signs that 
may indicate that a child is at risk of harm or abuse. They understand their 
responsibility in reporting concerns and the procedures to follow. They know the 
roles of different agencies relating to safeguarding and whistle-blowing procedures.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
review risk assessments of equipment 
and resources to ensure the safety and 
well-being of children

31/03/2023

ensure that deployment of staff meets 
the safety and well-being of the children, 
this includes when using equipment such 
as trampolines

31/03/2023
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ensure all staff are aware of, and can 
constantly implement, appropriate 
procedures to keep children safe, in 
particular responding to accidents

31/03/2023

ensure all managers and staff have 
regular and effective support, 
supervision and coaching, to promote 
the interests of children, and ensure they 
have a clear understanding of their roles 
and responsibilities

31/03/2023

ensure that staff provide children with 
clear messages about behaviour, so 
children understand what is expected of 
them and what they can and cannot do 
at the setting and understand how to 
keep themselves safe

31/03/2023

implement a challenging and exciting 
curriculum that covers all areas of 
learning.

31/03/2023
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY311978

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10279612

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 54

Name of registered person Jill Gannon & Sharon Robertson Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907385

Telephone number 07754 533178

Date of previous inspection 17 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Hawkslade Farm Pre-School registered in 2005. The pre-school is open Monday to 
Friday from 8.30am to 3pm, term time only. The pre-school is in receipt of funding 
for the provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four 
years. There are seven members of staff; of these, the deputy manager holds a 
level 4 qualification and five other members of staff hold relevant qualifications at 
level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicky Butler
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The deputy manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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