
Inspection of Durley Ladybirds Pre-
School
The Thresher Room, Gregory Lane, Durley, SOUTHAMPTON SO32 2BS

Inspection date: 1 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settle quickly into this friendly and welcoming pre-school. 
They develop secure relationships with the caring and kind staff. Children are 
motivated learners and thrive within the stimulating learning environment. They 
feel valued by staff, who enthusiastically and purposefully interact with them. 
Children independently access a wide range of toys and resources, both indoors 
and outdoors. They show a good awareness of the daily routine. For example, they 
stop playing when they hear the 'Tidy-up' song and confidently work together to 
pack everything away. 

Children benefit from a broad range of engaging learning opportunities. They 
demonstrate good imagination and teamwork skills. For example, children 
rearrange furniture to create a 'hospital'. They assign each other roles and work 
together to 'fix people'. Children encourage staff to join in with their play. They 
smile as supportive staff happily join in and take the role of a 'patient'. Children all 
show readiness for the next stages of learning.

Children behave well. They are polite, patient and learn skills to regulate their own 
behaviour and that of their friends. For instance, children hold up picture cards 
with desired behaviours on, such as 'no running indoors'. Other children 
understand what this means and adjust their behaviour accordingly. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The enthusiastic manager leads her staff well. She supports staff in 
implementing a meaningful curriculum that focuses on children's independence 
and self-confidence. For example, children independently choose their favourite 
dressing-up costumes and wear them proudly around the pre-school. They make 
up their own stories and involve other children in their play, demonstrating 
friendly relationships.

n The quality of education for all groups of children is good. Children make steady 
progress in their learning and development, including those who need additional 
support. Staff know children well and accurately identify what children already 
know and what they need to learn next. They have a good understanding of 
children who may need extra help and support. Staff use their knowledge to 
plan activities and experiences that will help children to catch up in any areas 
that they are behind in. 

n The manager and her staff place a strong emphasis on supporting children to 
develop good communication and self-help skills. Staff encourage children to join 
in with an activity which promotes the importance of toothbrushing. They model 
new vocabulary, such as 'cavities', and repeat words back to check that children 
understand their meaning. However, on occasion, staff do not give children 
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enough time to consider and answer a question before they ask another. This 
does not fully support children to develop their language skills.

n Children demonstrate a love of books. They enthusiastically listen to a diverse 
range of stories read by staff and relate what they see to real-life experiences. 
For example, when listening to a book about a pancake, children excitedly recall 
the time they made pancakes at the pre-school. Staff ask children what toppings 
they had on their pancakes, and children talk about the 'yummy lemon'.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents talk about the 'warm and 
nurturing' environment and how staff have supported children to learn the 
importance of road safety. Parents share positive feedback about the range of 
ways staff share information with them. They are aware of what their children 
are learning and what children need to learn next. This allows parents to provide 
opportunities to further their children's learning at home.

n The manager is ambitious and strives to achieve continuous improvement. She 
holds regular meetings with staff to discuss the exciting pre-school development 
plans. For instance, the manager plans to redevelop parts of the outdoor 
environment. Staff are included in these plans and know that their views are 
recognised and respected.

n Staff supervision is effective. The manager accurately observes staff and ensures 
that they receive regular feedback to help them improve their already good 
practice. Frequent training opportunities allow individual staff to improve their 
skills and knowledge further. For instance, recent training on promoting 
children's welfare has allowed staff to reflect on how they can support children 
and their families even more effectively. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a sound knowledge of how to ensure that children are 
kept safe. They can confidently identify the signs and symptoms which may 
indicate that a child is at risk of harm. The manager and staff are aware of various 
safeguarding issues, such as preventing children and their families from being 
drawn into radicalisation. All staff complete regular safeguarding and first-aid 
training to keep their knowledge up to date. The manager has a robust recruitment 
procedure in place to recruit staff that are suitable to work with children. 
Comprehensive risk assessments are in place to identify and minimise risks for 
children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen communication and language strategies to support children's 
developing language skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2620921

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10264308

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 28

Name of registered person The Greenery Nursery School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2610120

Telephone number 01489860304

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Durley Ladybirds Pre-School registered in 2020. It is located in Durley, 
Southampton. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday from 9am to 3pm, 
term time only. The pre-school receives early years funding for children aged two, 
three and four years. There are four staff in total who work with children. Of these, 
two members of staff have early years qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Leake

Inspection report: Durley Ladybirds Pre-School
1 March 2023 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they intend for the children to learn. 

n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation on a member of staff.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning.
n A meeting was held between the inspector and the manager. The inspector 

looked at relevant documentation and saw evidence about the suitability of staff.
n The inspector talked to staff and the children at appropriate times during the 

inspection.
n Parents shared their views of the pre-school with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Durley Ladybirds Pre-School
1 March 2023 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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