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Montessori Nursery

Rear of, 524 Watford Way, Mill Hill, London NW7 4SY
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raising standards
improving lives

Inspection date:

2 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good
The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are welcomed into this inclusive, nurturing and homely setting. They are
greeted warmly and excited to start their day. The environment is well organised
and children enjoy exploring the space area, cosy corner and water play. They
benefit from clear and structured routines and good relationships with staff and
friends. Children learn their own and each other's names as they sing a hello song
each morning and find their name on a pebble.

Children are confident and independent. They enjoy standing at the front during
circle time and choose favourite songs to sing. Children develop skills of
responsibility. For example, they hand out the bowls at snack time and clear their
things away when they have finished. Babies have warm relationships with their
key person. They go to staff for reassurance and comfort, and benefit from a cosy
playroom with their favourite resources to select.

Children speak clearly and confidently. They enjoy sharing their own ideas and
initiate conversations. Children learn new words quickly and repeat new vocabulary
that staff model. They demonstrate concentration and remain engaged for good
periods of time as they stack objects to build towers, use magnetic rods to catch
fish and use switches and buttons on fidget boards.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff know children well. They use information from children's starting points in
development to monitor their progress and plan for what they need to learn
next. The curriculum covers all areas of learning and is well sequenced. In
particular, staff support children's early literacy and mathematical understanding
well. Children enjoy counting and sing alphabet songs and to explore initial
sounds.

W Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. Children are aware of the
boundaries at nursery. They share their ideas when reading a story about how
to be kind. Children explain how they need to share, help each other and give
their friend a hug if they feel sad.

B Children are excited and motivated to learn. They follow instructions well as they
add food colouring to their play dough and are eager to watch it change.
Children develop their fine-motor skills by squeezing and pressing to mix the
colour. They demonstrate good skills as they use a variety of tools effectively.

W The curriculum is ambitious. Children benefit from exciting and carefully planned
themes that broaden and enhance their knowledge and understanding. Each
month, children enjoy learning about other cultures and embracing and valuing
these traditions. For instance, they learn about sushi, volcanoes and cherry
blossom as they discover Japan.
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m Children learn about healthy lifestyles. They choose from a variety of healthy
snack options. Children learn about their body and mind, for example by moving
and stretching during yoga and meditation. They keep fit and count to 100 in
their daily exercise song.

m Children have regular opportunities to access large physical equipment and visit
the park, which helps them to develop their motor skills. They learn how to be
safe when walking on the road. Children go on trips to local shops to buy
produce and observe and discuss the world around them.

B The manager is aware of staff's strengths and aspects of their practice that can
be developed. However, the recent monitoring of teaching has not been precise
enough to identify where some staff need further support and guidance. On
occasion, some staff's interactions do not enhance children's learning and play.

m Staff have good knowledge of children's individual needs. They adapt teaching
and provide small-group activities. This helps all children, including those
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and those who speak
English as additional language, to make progress. Staff work closely with other
agencies to ensure that children get any extra support they need and that gaps
in their development are reduced.

B Partnerships with parents are strong. They report how pleased they are with the
level of support and guidance which they receive. Leaders and managers are
very dedicated and prioritise links with home to ensure the best possible
outcomes for children. They share information with parents about the progress
their children have made and how they can be supported. Parents receive
regular feedback and enjoy photos that are uploaded to an online journal. They
speak highly of children's progress in communication and language.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding procedures are robust. The manager ensures that all staff have the
knowledge and skills to be vigilant and identify signs and symptoms of abuse. Staff
have regular and in-depth training to ensure that their knowledge is up to date.
They are aware of who to contact if they have concerns about children. Staff know
what to do if they have concerns about a member of staff's conduct. They risk
assess and are aware of hazards, particularly when going out on visits and teaching
children about how to be safe on the road.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B monitor teaching even more closely to identify areas where staff can extend
their teaching skills, so that children's learning opportunities and interactions are
maximised.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 2621754

Local authority Barnet

Inspection humber 10264757

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 1to4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person Cherry Blossoms Childcare Limited
Telephone number 02089068825

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Cherry Blossom Montessori Nursery registered in 2020 and is located in the London
Borough of Barnet. The nursery employs five members of staff. Of these, two staff
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and two hold qualified teacher
status, including the manager. The nursery opens for 49 weeks of the year from
8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. It provides funded early education for two-, three-
and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sara Vincent
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn.

m Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.

W The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

B The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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