
Inspection of Kings Pre-School
c/o All Saints CE Primary School, Boughton Green Road, Kingsthorpe, Northampton 
NN2 7AJ

Inspection date: 2 March 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show they feel happy and safe in the setting. When they arrive, children 
and staff greet each other with smiles and children are keen to talk to staff about 
any news they have from home. Throughout the day, staff encourage children to 
develop their independence skills as much as possible. When they arrive, children 
put their coats away and know where to put their lunch boxes and water bottles. 
Children confidently change their indoor shoes to wellington boots when they want 
to access the garden outside. Staff support children to have consistently high 
expectations of what they can achieve for themselves. 

Children enjoy the many different learning opportunities on offer. They benefit 
from planned activities which match their interests. Children show curiosity with 
exploring sensory materials. For example, they spend a sustained period of time 
making porridge for Goldilocks and the three bears. They use spoons to scoop the 
oats in and then explore the feel of oats mixed with milk on their hands. Staff 
encourage children to explore and develop their ideas. 

Children learn all about how to develop a healthy lifestyle. At snack time, staff talk 
to children about the different fruit they are eating and if they have tried them 
before. Staff provide children with plenty of opportunities to exercise and be 
energetic in the outdoor garden.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff work very well together as a team. They have weekly staff meetings, which 
the management team use as opportunities to further staff's professional 
development. The management team undertake regular observations of staff, so 
they know what they do well and what they can do to improve further. Staff 
comment that the management team are fully supportive of any further training 
they would like to access to develop their skills. 

n Parents are very positive about the care their children receive in the setting. 
They say their child's key person is always available to talk to them, and they 
receive regular information about their child's development. Parents appreciate 
the daily updates they receive on an online application, with photographs 
showing activities their children have enjoyed doing. 

n Staff and children have positive relationships with each other. Throughout the 
day, staff encourage children to take part in different activities. For example, 
when children show an interest in St David's Day, staff invite them to participate 
in making a cheese and leek pasta bake. Children persevere for long periods 
when cutting leeks. Staff support and encourage children as they safely chop, 
saying, 'you can do it'. 

n Staff support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities very 
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well. Additional funding is used effectively to provide children with more focused 
adult support or extra resources. Staff have a secure knowledge of the support 
the children in their care need. The management team work very closely with 
families and other professionals to provide additional support to meet children's 
individual needs. 

n Staff support children to develop a love of reading. They introduce books into 
activities throughout the day to extend children's learning. Children dress up in 
costumes and bring their favourite stories from home to share for World Book 
Day. They are keen to share books with visitors to the setting and show them 
who their favourite character is. 

n Staff encourage children to develop strong friendships. Children are kind and 
caring to their friends. For example, they try to help their friend to find a 
Spiderman costume in the dressing-up area. When they cannot find one, 
children share the costume they are wearing that they have brought in from 
home. Children say 'thank you' to each other and negotiate the time each will 
wear the costume for. Staff praise the children for being kind to each other. 

n Staff interact with children throughout the day. Many natural, relaxed 
conversations take place between staff and children. Occasionally, quieter, less 
confident children do not always receive the same number of interactions from 
staff. 

n Most staff are confident to support children with the next steps in their 
development. However, some staff are not always as confident with what 
children's precise next steps are. This means sometimes activities can be a little 
too easy or too challenging for children. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team ensure staff keep their knowledge of safeguarding up to 
date. They regularly ask staff safeguarding scenarios at weekly staff meetings to 
check their responses. Staff confidently discuss the signs and symptoms that could 
indicate a child is at risk of harm. All staff understand how to report concerns about 
children and the procedure to follow if an allegation is made against a member of 
staff. Staff have a secure knowledge of risk assessment. They risk assess the 
indoor and outdoor areas before children access them and ensure hazards are 
removed.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure quieter, less confident children have the opportunity to share their views
n develop staff confidence and understanding of planning precise next steps for 

children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY381038

Local authority West Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10266929

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 54

Name of registered person Kings Pre-School Learning Group Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523350

Telephone number 01604 792121

Date of previous inspection 14 March 2017

Information about this early years setting

Kings Pre-School registered in 2008 and is located in Kingsthorpe, Northampton. 
The setting employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, all hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 2 or above. The setting opens Monday to Friday, 
during term times. Sessions are from 8.30am to 3pm. The setting provides funded 
early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emily Lofts
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector considered the views of parents by speaking to several during the 
inspection and reviewing feedback letters. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children during 
activities. 

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching to assess the impact on children's 
learning. 

n The inspector and the manager completed a joint observation of a staff member 
carrying out an activity. 

n The inspector tracked several children and talked to their key workers. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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