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Met
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Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are very happy to attend the club. They show that they are confident, 
relaxed, feel secure and are independent. For instance, they know where to place 
their personal belongings and quickly choose their own play. They concentrate on 
tasks, such as colouring pictures to take home, and making construction models. 
Children have fun using their imaginations. For example, they dress up in their 
favourite costumes and use small-play figures to develop stories. 

Children are helped to behave well. They are supported to understand where it is 
safe to play running games, such as outdoors. They demonstrate a positive attitude 
towards their play and are proud of their achievements. For instance, children 
eagerly show the inspector items they have made with coloured elastic bands. 
Younger and older children play harmoniously together. Lots of laughter takes 
place when they take turns playing popular card games. 

Children focus for long periods of time, when they join in with the activities 
provided by staff. They learn how to successfully use creative materials to make a 
variety of flowers. Staff demonstrate how they can make petals and discussions 
help to extend the children's language. Children, excitedly say, 'Look, I made a 
daffodil.' Staff praise children's successes. This helps to promote children's self-
esteem. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider highly values the staff and the work they do with the children. He 
provides continuous training to help staff have current information to care for 
children. There is a secure recruitment procedure in place and staff have 
ongoing supervision meetings to discuss their work and children's welfare. Staff 
say that they are well supported in their roles.

n The provider and staff continually reflect on the service provided. They seek the 
views of children and implement their ideas about what they want to do. For 
example, the provider recently purchased new items, such as a toy garage and 
dinosaurs, as a result of the children's request.  

n Staff are positive role models and some demonstrate a secure understanding of 
how children learn. They help children to recall their time at school, such as 
popular stories, and link this to activities that they choose to do. They build on 
children's vocabulary and have a loving manner with them. This helps children to 
feel secure.

n Staff help children to develop healthy lifestyles, such as playing outdoors and 
providing fruit for children to eat. Children know to wash their hands before 
eating. They enjoy the social occasion of snack time and chat happily to their 

Inspection report: Littlehampton Beachstars
7 March 2023 2



friends, staff and visitors while staff serve the food and drinks. The provider is 
considering ways to involve children more in the preparation of these times to 
help build on their knowledge about healthy eating. 

n Children say that they like coming to the club and that they have fun. They show 
a keen interest in drawing and talk confidently about the pictures that they have 
coloured in. Children also say that they like being outdoors, where they enjoy 
playing chasing games and football. This helps to develop their coordination and 
physical skills and provides them with fresh air. During good weather, they have 
picnics outdoors. 

n Staff plan activities that they know the children enjoy, such as making cupcakes 
and playing with dough. The provider acknowledges that staff could link 
children's individual interests even more into the planning of activities. Children 
celebrate events that are important to them and their families. This helps 
children to learn about the wider world and to be respectful towards others.  

n There is a positive partnership between the staff and teachers at the school. 
Some staff work in the school with the children during the school day. As a 
result, children's individual needs are well known.

n Relationships with parents are strong. Parents say that their children love 
coming to the club and that they like all the creative items that they make. They 
say that the staff keep them well informed about their children's day, including 
by exchanging information from the class teacher. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and staff have a secure understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities in safeguarding children. They know the signs and symptoms that 
may be a cause for concern. Staff are aware of their duty to follow up on concerns 
as needed. Staff ensure that any concerns are raised with the designated 
safeguarding lead and, if needed, appropriate referrals are made to outside 
agencies. They are confident in their understanding of the referral process to 
follow. Staff carry out risk assessments and talk to the children about risks as they 
play, to help them to learn how to keep themselves safe.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2608946

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10262894

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 53

Name of registered person GNRC Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP547560

Telephone number 01903785774

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Littlehampton Beachstars registered in 2020. It operates from River Beach Primary 
School in Littlehampton, West Sussex. The out-of-school club opens Monday to 
Friday, term time only from 7.30am to 9am and from 3pm to 6pm. A team of five 
staff work with the children. Of these, three hold qualifications at level 3 or above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Maura Pigram
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the manager. The inspector 
assessed the impact of the quality of staff interactions and the play opportunities 
they provide children.

n Children and parents shared their views with the inspector. She took these into 
consideration. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation on an activity and shared their 
views of the children's experience.

n The inspector spoke to the provider, directors and staff. She discussed how they 
organise and evaluate their provision.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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