
Inspection of Rainbow Preschool 
Carr Junior School, Ostman Road, York YO26 5QA

Inspection date: 24 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are nurtured and build confidence at this inviting pre-school. Both the 
indoor and outdoor learning environments and the thoughtful teaching supports 
children to develop their individual character, interests, and knowledge.

From the beginning, children are well supported to develop socially and 
emotionally. Key persons are effective in developing children's independence. 
Through their interactions, they model and challenge children well. Carefully 
considered activities support children to make links between home and pre-school 
by building on their interests and broadening their experiences. For example, 
children enthusiastically explore animals following a trip to the zoo, using story 
sacks. Practitioners use this motivation to skilfully interweave children's next steps 
in learning, such as introducing new vocabulary, modelling social communication 
and exploring mathematical concepts. This attention to detail ensures that children 
enjoy their learning and make good progress.

Leaders and managers lead the development of a communication-rich learning 
environment with passion. For example, they encourage and support practitioners 
to further extend their skills in teaching children good social communication skills. 
Practitioners use observation and assessment information skilfully to swiftly identify 
any children who need additional support. Leaders act quickly to make referrals 
and ensure that children receive the targeted support needed to narrow any early 
gaps in learning. All practitioners share in leaders' passion. They reflect on the 
achievements of their key children with pride, acknowledging the good progress 
they make.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum is carefully planned to ensure all children are well prepared for 
their next stage of education. Children's knowledge and skills are developed 
through an environment and activities that tune into their interests. As a result, 
children enjoy learning and are eager to learn more. 

n Leaders continue to develop the programme of learning for understanding the 
world. Children are beginning to learn about the natural world at forest school 
sessions and about growth at a new allotment. They learn about festivals, such 
as Chinese New Year. They are supported by responsive key persons to make 
enquiries and follow interests based on what they experience within their 
immediate community. However, provision does not fully reflect the wider 
diversity of society in modern Britain.

n Practitioners implement the curriculum well. The introduction of new and 
challenging vocabulary, as well as strategies that promote the development of 
two-way verbal communication skills, are all carefully planned. During a sensory 
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tray activity, a practitioner joins children's play, introducing new language and 
concepts, while skilfully allowing children time to think and respond. This helps 
children to learn new vocabulary and understand its meaning, so that they can 
apply it to new contexts.

n Daily routines are thoughtfully planned to support the development of children's 
communication and language skills. Meal and snack times, for example, are real 
social events. During these occasions, practitioners effectively model good 
listening and teach children how to pay attention, while responding 
enthusiastically to interactions from children. However, during focused group-
work sessions, opportunities for children to effectively develop their 
communication and language skills are sometimes missed. For example, 
activities sometimes go on too long to maintain children's interest and 
engagement or do not fully reflect all of their varying ages and stages of 
development.  

n The key-person system helps children to form secure attachments from when 
they start at the pre-school and provides an effective link between the home and 
pre-school. Parents report that children feel happy and secure and that this is 
evident in their improved sleep and enthusiasm to attend. They delight at what 
their children learn and recall.

n The pre-school has high expectations for children's behaviour. Practitioners 
understand that behaviour can be influenced by a number of factors. Key 
persons communicate well with parents and share strategies to support learning 
at home. They use visual timetables and reward systems consistently to help 
children to practise their self-control and to build up their confidence to manage 
their own behaviour. Practitioners take the time to find out how children are 
feeling and this helps children to feel safe and secure.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Both leaders and practitioners understand their duty to safeguard children from 
harm and apply vigilance in their day-to-day practice. Recruitment processes are 
thorough and ensure the suitability of adults working with children. Practitioners 
attend regular training and have a clear and confident view of how to identify any 
possible signs of abuse. They follow robust procedures to monitor accidents, 
incidents and pre-existing injuries and recognise when to act to get help from other 
agencies.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop the programme of learning for understanding the world, so that 
provision includes more diverse representations of life in modern Britain, beyond 

Inspection report: Rainbow Preschool 
24 February 2023 3



that of the immediate community
n improve the organisation of group-work sessions, so that they maintain 

children's interest and engagement and reflect children's varying ages and 
stages of development.

Inspection report: Rainbow Preschool 
24 February 2023 4



Setting details
Unique reference number EY372857

Local authority York

Inspection number 10264266

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 31

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person
Rainbow Playgroup & Parent Toddlers 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903080

Telephone number 01904 791814

Date of previous inspection 9 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

Rainbow Preschool registered in 2008. The setting employs five members of 
childcare staff, of whom, four hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. 
The setting opens from Monday to Friday, during term time only, from 8.30am to 
3.15pm. The setting provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Leah Selfridge
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The manager spoke to the inspector about children's learning and development 
with a particular focus on communication and language. 

n The deputy manager and the inspector discussed how planning helps to 
organise the early years provision, including the aims and rationale for the 
curriculum. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a communication and language 

activity with the deputy manager. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 
n The manager provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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