
Inspection of Sunny Days Nursery
St. Day & Carharrack Community School, Burnwithian, St. Day, Redruth, Cornwall 
TR16 5LG

Inspection date: 27 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff warmly welcome the children into the nursery, showing interest in how they 
are. The staff form strong attachments with the children. This supports children's 
emotional development and helps them to feel safe. Children are well behaved, and 
staff address any unwanted behaviour. Staff discuss emotions when addressing 
behaviour. This helps children to understand their actions and supports them to 
make the right decisions.

There is a broad curriculum, which includes learning about the community. The 
nursery takes part in events that happen in the village, such as 'feast day'. This 
helps children to develop their knowledge and understanding of the world. There 
are plenty of opportunities for physical play outdoors. Children practise balancing 
on tyres and planks. Staff give children support and encouragement when needed, 
holding onto their hands and saying, 'Look, you're doing it, well done!' Children 
learn about risks, climbing on play equipment and going down the slide. Children 
talk about making sure no one is at the bottom, keeping themselves and others 
safe. The environment is interesting, and the children confidently explore. There 
are cubby areas on different levels. Children climb stairs to one cosy area, where 
they use torches to read books independently to each other.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has reflected on the impact that the COVID-19 pandemic has had 
on children that attend the nursery. As a result of this, the curriculum has a 
focus on developing communication and language. Pre-school staff encourage 
conversation and give children time to respond to questions.

n Staff promote children's imagination and role play. For example, they encourage 
children to create a bus out of a pallet and milk crates. Children use their 
imaginations as they pretend to travel to the farm on the 'bus' while discussing 
what animals they see on the way.

n Children enjoy reading a variety of books. The children hold the books correctly, 
turning the pages and talking about the pictures. Staff provide story props, such 
as wooden spoons with characters from the story, to increase children's interest 
and level of engagement. 

n The staff promote children's personal independence skills. Staff encourage 
children to put on their own coats. Pre-school children pour their own water at 
lunchtime and wash up their own plates. This gives children chance to practise 
important life skills.

n There are lots of opportunities for making marks. Children enjoy using chalks 
outside. They draw around staff and their peers. This supports developing their 
fine motor skills. The children find this activity extremely enjoyable as they laugh 
at the shapes they make.
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n Staff in the pre-school room give children interesting items to paint, which 
provokes conversation. For example, the children were given daffodils that 
resulted in conversations around being outdoors and seeing them grow. At 
times, during some adult-led activities, staff do not consider the learning needs 
of the most-able children, to further challenge and extend their learning further.

n There are opportunities for the children to develop mathematical skills and 
language. The children weigh coloured oats on a scale, then pour the oats into 
different-sized pots as they talk about 'more and less'.

n The parents are very happy with the nursery. They receive regular verbal 
feedback on their children, including photographs of what they have been doing. 
However, key persons do not always share the targeted next steps the children 
are working on with parents.

n The manager is passionate about providing a high-quality provision. She is 
currently working with another provider to evaluate and improve practice. This 
includes further training for staff.

n The staff are happy working at the nursery, and this shows in their interactions 
with the children. The staff have effective supervision sessions, which helps 
support their well-being.

n The staff support children undergoing assessment for special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND). They work in partnership with parents to develop 
plans so that these children make progress. When children with SEND transition 
to school, the staff have meetings with the school to discuss the communication 
needs of those children. This helps children to have a smooth transition.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff assess risks within the nursery. They carry out daily checks 
both inside and in the garden areas. Staff deploy themselves well to ensure 
children are well supervised. The manager and staff are able to identify signs and 
symptoms of abuse. Staff know what to do if they have concerns, including if there 
is an allegation made against a staff member. The manager implements a safe 
recruitment process to ensure adults are suitable for their roles working with 
children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance adult-led activities to provide more challenge for the most-able children
n develop the key-person role so that staff are sharing information with parents 

about their key children's identified next steps.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 102860

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10264472

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 37

Number of children on roll 51

Name of registered person
Sunny Days Nursery and Pre-School 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904048

Telephone number 01209 821868

Date of previous inspection 16 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

Sunny Days Nursery is a committee-run group that registered in January 1991. It 
operates from a purpose-built nursery, with the addition of one classroom, in St 
Day and Carharrack Community School, near Redruth in Cornwall. It opens each 
weekday from 8am until 6pm, for 50 weeks of the year. The nursery receives 
funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two-, three- and 
four-year-old children. There are 11 members of staff. The manager holds an early 
years qualification at level 4 and nine staff are qualified at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sharon Elliott
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and the inspector went on a learning walk and discussed how the 
early years provision and curriculum are organised. 

n Parents provided their views on the setting.
n The inspector observed the setting, looking at the quality of education.
n The manager and the inspector completed an observation, then evaluated the 

activity together.
n The manager discussed leadership of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the setting.  

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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