
Inspection of Acorn At Jubilee Wood
Jubilee Wood Primary School, Fishermead Boulevard, Milton Keynes MK6 2LB

Inspection date: 27 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children form secure attachments with the friendly and nurturing staff. They settle 
into the nursery happily. Staff support any children that need reassurance with 
individual and loving care. They get to know each child well. Children quickly feel 
comfortable and confident to explore the wide range of interesting experiences on 
offer. For instance, babies and toddlers investigate sensory materials. They 
discover the smell of citrus fruits and feel the textures of different objects. Children 
benefit from a curriculum that is carefully planned to spark their curiosity and ignite 
their enthusiasm to learn. All children, including those children with special 
educational needs and or/disabilities and those who may be disadvantaged, make 
good progress. 

Children of all ages love to listen to staff read. Older children excitedly predict what 
might happen next as they become immersed in the plot of a familiar story. Babies 
snuggle on staff's laps as they lift the flaps and eagerly anticipate turning the 
pages. Children access a wide and diverse range of books. They develop important 
literacy skills that prepare them for their future learning. 

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. They encourage children to 
be considerate of others. For instance, they support two-year-olds to play 
harmoniously together as they pretend to wash their toy dolls. Staff explain how 
many dolls are available and help the children to count and recognise that they can 
each have one. Children develop good social skills as they form friendships and 
begin to play together. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide children with lots of first-hand experiences. For instance, children 
create their own paint by peeling strips of chalk and mixing this with water. They 
concentrate intently as they use potato peelers and listen to staff's clear 
instructions on how to do this safely. Children experiment with the paint they 
have made. They make large marks and take pride in discussing what their 
marks mean.   

n Children are fascinated to discover the awe and wonder of the world around 
them. For example, they are delighted when staff organise an ice-cream van to 
visit the setting after they have been learning about how ice cream is made. 
They listen to the sound the van makes and watch how the machine works. 
Children make links and recall what happened when they made their own ice 
cream the week before. They enjoy the opportunity to take part in new 
experiences they may not have otherwise had. 

n Staff have positive interactions with children. They sing and use sign language to 
support babies to understand new words. Staff talk to children as they describe 
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and explain new things. Staff ask children questions and encourage children to 
think critically. However, in their enthusiasm to share information, staff 
sometimes do not take the time to pause, so that children have a go at 
expressing their own thoughts and ideas.

n Staff encourage children to do things for themselves. For instance, at mealtimes 
children serve their own food and make choices about what they would like to 
eat. They practise using the new vocabulary they have learned, such as 
'hummus' and 'guacamole', as they select how much they would like to eat. 
Children enjoy the responsibility to be increasingly independent.

n Staff carry out babies' individual care routines with sensitivity and respect. They 
ask their permission before changing their nappy or wiping their nose. Staff 
follow each baby's individual routine and form trusting relationships that support 
babies' emotional well-being. 

n Children have free choice to decide what they want to play with. Staff deliver 
activities that cover all areas of learning, one to one and in small groups. 
However, at times some children move between activities or take time to choose 
what they would like to do. Staff do not consistently identify when these children 
could benefit from further encouragement to maintain their focus and make the 
most of the learning opportunities.

n Leaders ensure that any additional funding is spent effectively to have a positive 
impact on children. For instance, they have purchased resources to support 
children who prefer to learn outdoors. Children gain the healthy benefits from 
plenty of fresh air and exercise as they spend large amounts of time exploring 
outside.

n Staff provide parents with detailed information about children's progress and 
ideas for how to support children's learning at home. Parents have access to 
resources such as recipes and a lending library to share books with their children 
at home. The manager recognises the impact that engaging parents in children's 
learning has on children achieving the best possible outcomes.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager is extremely knowledgeable about safeguarding and child protection. 
She ensures her staff team are well trained to understand and recognise the signs 
and symptoms that a  child might be at risk of abuse. Staff are aware of how to 
record and report any concerns they might have about a child or the conduct of 
adults working with children. Staff ensure the building and outdoor areas are risk 
assessed to minimise hazards. They teach children to keep themselves safe. For 
instance, when children attend regular forest school sessions, they learn about fire 
safety and the importance of not touching stinging nettles.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n enhance support for staff to consistently give children the time they need to 
respond to questions and express their thoughts and ideas

n provide further support for staff to identify when children may need more 
encouragement to join in and engage fully in the learning experiences provided. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY500545

Local authority Milton Keynes

Inspection number 10276338

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 64

Number of children on roll 82

Name of registered person Acorn Early Years Foundation

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901362

Telephone number 01908 690582

Date of previous inspection 12 July 2017

Information about this early years setting

Acorn At Jubilee Wood registered in 2016 and is situated in Milton Keynes, 
Buckinghamshire. It operates from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, throughout 
the year. The provider receives funding to provide free early years education to 
children aged two, three and four years. The provider employs 22 members of 
staff, of whom 13 hold relevant childcare qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Alice M Roberts
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector carried out a learning walk and discussed the 
provider's early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to parents, children and staff at appropriate times 
throughout the day.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager and discussed 
the teaching and learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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