
Inspection of Barton St David 
Preschool
The Village Hall, Barton St David, Somerton, Somerset TA11 6BS

Inspection date: 23 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff welcome the children into this stimulating, caring pre-school. The children 
happily wave goodbye to their parents. They find their friends and make choices 
about what they want to play with. This shows that children feel safe and secure. 
Staff develop strong relationships with the children. They celebrate children's 
achievements and offer them meaningful praise. This builds children's confidence 
and self-esteem. 

The children benefit from walks in the community. For example, the children walk 
to the local church to drop off some food donations they have been collecting. Staff 
discuss with the children the reason for giving the donations to the food bank. 
They discuss being kind and generous towards others. The children notice things in 
the environment. They point at the yellow flowers. Staff tell them the yellow 
flowers are daffodils. At the church, children talk about their own experiences, with 
one saying, 'My mummy and daddy got married in a church'. They remember when 
they laid poppy wreaths for the soldiers during their visits. The children explore the 
church and ask questions about what they can see. Staff introduce new words and 
meanings to the children, such as 'pews', 'organ' and 'font'. This builds children's 
vocabulary and understanding of the world around them. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have worked together to create a curriculum that covers all seven areas of 
learning, with a focus on providing a language-rich environment. Staff engage 
with the children during play and adult-led activities to help build on what 
children already know and can do. This means that children make progress from 
their starting points.

n The children enjoy a wide range of stories and songs, which reinforces their 
learning. After listening to the story of 'The Three Little Pigs', the children decide 
to try to build the three houses. They decide to build a house of sticks and test 
out their theory that this would be strong. The children and staff work together, 
sharing their thoughts and ideas on how to make the house stronger against the 
wind outdoors. This enables the children to think critically and develop a love of 
literacy.  

n Staff support the children to understand their emotions and talk about how they 
might be feeling. They encourage the children to put their photo under a happy, 
angry or sad face. When children show they are feeling sad or angry, staff have 
discussions with them to determine why and get them to think of ways they can 
make themselves happy. This means children begin to understand how to 
manage their own feelings and behaviour. 

n Children love playing in the water tray. They use a range of different tools, such 
as whisks and pipettes. The children count out the scoops of water as they add 
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them to a bucket. They tip the water from one pot to another while using 
mathematical language, such as 'full', 'heavy', and 'more'. This supports 
children's early mathematical skills and strengthens their hand muscles in 
preparation for early writing.

n Parents praise the staff for knowing the children well and offering support and 
guidance when needed. Parents state that children come home happy and 
excited to tell them about their day. They notice the progress their children have 
been making, particularly in their communication skills, letter recognition and 
mathematical concepts. Parents know their child's key person and next stages of 
learning. They receive daily feedback on group activities and routines. Staff 
provide stay-and-play sessions for families, which gives parents ideas for 
supporting learning at home. However, parents feel that feedback from staff is 
not consistently tailored to the development and learning outcomes of their 
children.  

n The newly appointed manager has a clear vision for the pre-school. She 
encourages the staff to reflect on the provision they offer and make the changes 
needed. The team has recently started to introduce new snack routines to 
further support children's independence skills. However, these newly introduced 
routines are not yet fully embedded into practice. This means that children do 
not yet know how to use their knives, and they wait for long periods of time. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and her staff have a clear understanding of how to keep children safe 
from harm. They carry out risk assessments of the building and outdoor areas to 
identify any risks. In the garden, children wear bike helmets, and staff have 
discussions with them on how to stay safe. When out in the community, staff and 
children wear high-visibility jackets and talk about road safety. Staff show that they 
can identify the signs and symptoms of abuse, including female genital mutilation 
and domestic abuse. They keep organised records of any concerns and know how 
to report these concerns to the relevant authority. The committee follows safer 
recruitment procedures to ensure all staff are suitable to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance the already good partnerships with parents to ensure they receive more 
detailed feedback about their child's learning and development

n fully embed snack time routines to enhance the opportunities for children to 
further develop their independence skills. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 143098

Local authority Somerset

Inspection number 10263663

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 15

Name of registered person Barton St David Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP522350

Telephone number 07990856244

Date of previous inspection 9 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

Barton St David Preschool registered in 1992. It is run by a committee and 
operates in Barton St David, Somerset. The pre-school is open during school term 
time, from 8.15am to 1pm on Monday and 8.15am to 3.15pm on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday. The pre-school receives funding to provide free early 
education for children aged two, three and four years. There are three members of 
staff. Of these, one holds a level 6 qualification and two staff hold an early years 
qualification at level 3. The voluntary committee has fundraised to offer 'melody 
and move' sessions for the children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Louise Phillips
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection of the pre-school since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the pre-school.

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk and discussed the 
provision and the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during both indoor and outdoor 
play and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection 
and completed a joint observation with the manager.

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager to discuss how they self-
evaluate the provision.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the setting, first-aid certificates, and qualifications. 

n The inspector spoke to a small number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of written testimonials.

n Children spoke to/engaged with the inspector during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023

Inspection report: Barton St David Preschool
23 February 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

