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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive excited and eager to see their friends. They are warmly greeted by 
staff, who know them well and put them at the heart of this club. All children 
demonstrate that they are very happy and secure. Staff set up a very attractive 
space for children to explore. They use what they know about children's needs and 
interests to plan highly interesting and motivating activities and opportunities for 
children to engage in. For example, children become engrossed in creating their 
own 'space character models' out of tubes with adults who supported them 
expertly. Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are 
exceptionally well cared for.

Staff are very good role models. They praise children and celebrate their 
achievements. Children want to share with adults what they have made, eagerly 
showing off their paper models of ships, such as The Titanic. Staff delight in 
playing alongside children. They talk to them, showing genuine interest in what 
they say and do. Children display very high levels of confidence and self-esteem. 
They are very eager to explain their roles as club representatives and how their 
ideas are used to develop the club. Children's behaviour is excellent. They show 
high levels of respect for adults and each other. Older children help younger 
children to set up the snack table together.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers are passionate about supporting their children and their 
families. It is clear that they put them at the heart of what they do. All staff 
work exceptionally well together. They are continually reflective of their practice 
and ensure they adapt provision to meet the needs of all of the children 
attending. For example, after seeking children's views, staff have created a quiet 
area for rest and relaxation. Children also enjoy more opportunities to play 
sports outside with adults, such as football.  

n Parents talk highly of the club. They particularly reference the caring nature of 
all of the staff. They say how flexible and adaptable the staff are. They state 
that they have seen their children progress in their confidence and social skills. 
Children say they 'love the club' and attend even when it is not their scheduled 
day. Parents say how inclusive the club is and how their children have benefitted 
from playing with different ages of children. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are very well 
supported. Staff encourage them and play alongside them expertly. Children 
benefit from their individual needs and interests being met. For example, staff 
support interactions and communication with other children during imaginary 
play, such as with small imaginary figures.  
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n Staff plan an environment which caters very well for the different needs and 
interests of children. They provide activities and opportunities which are 
challenging and support children's learning at school. For example, staff discuss 
with children making pizzas for a birthday celebration shortly. They fully involve 
the children in the planning process, asking for their input and ideas. Children 
delight in their roles as club representatives. They talk animatedly about the new 
resources they requested and their 'wish lists'. They are listened to very well. 

n Staff talk about the very good support that they receive from leaders and 
managers. They work closely with their other settings to develop staff's 
knowledge and skills and to share information. They provide opportunities for 
staff to gain further qualifications and ensure all staff are fully involved in 
training opportunities to ensure their practice is fully developed. All staff have 
first-aid training and they are developing a 'gratitude tree' to recognise further 
acts of kindness. 

n Children's independence is highly supported. For instance, children set up their 
own snack time, putting a cloth on the table together and bringing over cups, 
plates and cutlery. They work together exceptionally well. When finished, they 
clear away their things and clean the table. Younger children are very well 
supported by older children. They delight in talking together about their 
weekend plans. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The club has very effective processes and procedures for safeguarding. All staff 
attend regular safeguarding training and are confident to identify signs and 
symptoms of abuse. They know what to do if they are concerned about a child or if 
they had concerns about a colleague. They know how to report safeguarding 
concerns effectively. The premises are safe and secure. Leaders and managers 
ensure all staff have appropriate first-aid training. They have effective procedures 
in place for recruitment, vetting and checking the ongoing suitability of staff. 
Children are encouraged to keep themselves safe. They are involved in regular fire 
evacuation practices.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY349516

Local authority Medway

Inspection number 10276506

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 1

Number of children on roll 62

Name of registered person Sunshine Child-Care Services Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906207

Telephone number 01634 386 195

Date of previous inspection 19 July 2017

Information about this early years setting

Sunshine Park Wood Out of School Club registered in 2007 and operates from a 
classroom in Park Wood Infant School, Gillingham. It operates Monday to Friday 
and provides a breakfast club from 7.30am to 8.45am and an after-school club 
from 3pm to 6pm, term times only. There is also a holiday club that is open from 
7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, during school holidays. Six staff work with the 
children; of these, five hold childcare qualifications between levels 2 and 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Victoria Salisbury
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working at the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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