
Inspection of Explorers At Hadnall
Hadnall Village Hall, Shrewsbury Road, Hadnall, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY4 4AG

Inspection date: 24 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children receive a warm and friendly welcome from the kind, caring and 
enthusiastic staff as they arrive at nursery. This helps them to feel safe 
immediately. Children are highly motivated learners, who are eager to join in with 
activities on offer.

Staff spend time getting to know every child well. They carefully plan activities and 
experiences that children thoroughly enjoy, which link closely to what they want 
children to learn next. Children sit down with staff to share a book about a 
monster. They then progress to organising and categorising different coloured 
pom-poms they have seen in the story, which reinforces their colour recognition. 
Staff provide them with tweezers to try picking the pom-poms up with, which 
builds on their coordination and small-muscle skills. Outdoors, children practise 
balancing and moving in different ways as they construct obstacle courses. Some 
children express their creativity as they test their own ideas to create musical 
instruments.

Children develop their independence in a variety of ways. At snack and mealtimes, 
they serve their own foods and carefully pour their own drinks into cups. Children 
become confident in managing their own hygiene needs as they take themselves to 
the bathroom and are supported to learn to wipe their own noses. This helps 
prepare children for the next stage in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers are committed to providing children with a high-quality 
experience. Since the last inspection, they have used self-evaluation extremely 
well to bring about improvement. Managers have implemented thorough plans 
to address weaknesses and are passionate about continuous improvement for 
children attending the setting.

n Leaders and managers have designed a clear and well-sequenced curriculum. 
Staff fully understand how to implement this and provide children with a broad 
range of experiences that support and build on their learning. Children regularly 
visit a local care home, where they interact with other people. They go to a local 
hardware store to select and purchase resources to extend on their construction 
interests and skills.

n The nursery has a strong focus on their key-person system. Staff organise 
activities and routines, so that children benefit from quality time with their key 
person. As a result, children form warm and secure relationships with staff, 
which help them to settle in with ease and feel confident in their environment.

n Children develop a strong love for reading. They frequently visit a local mobile 
library, where they borrow and exchange books. Children are eager to select and 
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choose books based on their interests. Staff are responsive in helping children to 
find a book about sheep when they show an interest in this. Children know how 
to treat books with care and respect. They enthusiastically sit down to share 
books with staff. Staff provide children with books to take home and read with 
their family, which further promotes their language and literacy development. 

n Children participate in regular outings in the local community, where they gain a 
breadth of knowledge and skills, including how to keep themselves safe. The 
nursery provides some resources which reflect life in modern Britain. However, 
children do not yet consistently benefit from teaching opportunities about 
differences in the community to help them to fully understand and appreciate 
equality and diversity. 

n Children are continuously supported by staff to understand how to manage their 
feelings and behaviours. Staff provide an array of opportunities throughout the 
day for children to talk about their feelings. Staff are excellent role models to 
children. When children do struggle to follow staff's expectations, they gently 
help to check if their 'listening ears' are working today, or if they need help to 
turn them on. Children are highly responsive to staff's approaches, which help to 
keep all children engaged and motivated in their learning.

n Leaders and managers are highly supportive of staff and offer them a rigorous 
programme of supervision and training. Staff comment that they feel well 
supported by managers. Managers regularly observe staff's teaching and 
practice and identify areas for development. However, areas for development in 
staff's practice are not yet fully embedded to raise the quality of teaching 
consistently to the highest level. 

n Parents are thrilled by the service that the nursery offers. They share praise 
about the communication they receive from staff and the vast range of 
opportunities their children experience. Parents consistently state that children 
are happy to attend and have made significant progress in their learning. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff receive induction and ongoing training about safeguarding procedures. They 
have a sound knowledge of safeguarding issues, including those specific to their 
local area. Staff recognise a broad range of signs, which could indicate a child is at 
risk of harm and they know the procedures to follow to report any concerns to the 
correct agencies. They understand what to do if they have concerns about the 
conduct of another member of staff. Risk assessment is used effectively to provide 
children with a safe environment. Managers implement robust procedures to check 
the suitability of staff working with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n extend opportunities for children to learn about equality and diversity, including 
differences between themselves and others in the world around them

n embed the arrangements in place for monitoring staff's teaching and practice to 
raise the quality of teaching consistently to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2523740

Local authority Shropshire 

Inspection number 10255372

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 8

Total number of places 25

Number of children on roll 37

Name of registered person Explorers Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP536757

Telephone number 01939211711

Date of previous inspection 26 August 2022

Information about this early years setting

Explorers At Hadnall registered in 2019. It is in Shrewsbury, Shropshire. The 
nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 
6pm. There are six members of staff. Of these, one holds qualified teacher status, 
one holds early years professional status, two hold qualifications at level 3 and two 
hold qualifications at level 2. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Bennett
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager, deputy manager and inspector completed a learning walk to 
gather information about how the provision and curriculum are organised.

n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation to evaluate the 
impact of teaching and interactions on children's learning.

n Parents spoke to the inspector and provided written feedback about their views 
of the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching indoors and outdoors to assess 
the impact of this on children's learning.

n The inspector held a meeting with the management team and looked at relevant 
documentation and evidence of staff suitability.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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