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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is inadequate

The provider has not ensured that all those involved in the pre-school are suitable.
The provider has not followed the procedure to allow Ofsted to complete suitability
checks on all committee members. This means that children's welfare is not
assured. Although staff have a good procedure for recording accident and injuries
within the setting, staff do not show enough professional curiosity when children
arrive at the setting with existing injuries.

That said, children are quick to settle, and confidently separate from their parents
and carers, showing they feel safe and secure. Welcoming staff warmly greet
children with a smile. Children are excited to see what is on offer as they freely
explore the setting, making choices in their play. For instance, children quickly
become absorbed in pretend play with their friends.

Staff offer a theme-based curriculum which, overall, provides children with a range
of interesting and enjoyable experiences. For example, staff hide plastic animals in
the sand for children to find. Children dig for the animals, proudly haming them
when they find one. Staff extend children's learning as they talk about animals'
diets and habitat. They continue to look at similarities and difference in animals,
such as how to recognise the difference between a ram and a ewe. During small-
group activities, staff encourage listening and turn-taking skills, as children listen to
the animal sounds and take their turn to find the matching picture.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

W The provider has failed to notify Ofsted of changes to members of the pre-
school committee, so that Ofsted can carry out suitability checks. Therefore,
some active committee members have not been vetted to ensure they are
suitable for their role. The provider has not notified Ofsted of changes to those
with oversight of the provision, including the nominated individual.

m Staff do not show enough professional curiosity when a child arrives at the
setting with an existing injury. Staff place too much trust in families'
explanations and do not effectively record existing injuries. Children are
potentially left in unsafe circumstances due to this weakness in staff practice.

m Staff know the children well and are quick to establish what new children know
and can do. They use observations and assessment to identify children's next
steps in learning. Staff plan, taking into account children's likes and interests,
which helps keep children engaged. However, some adult-led activities can
become overcrowded as too many children join a group. Not all children are
then able to benefit from the activity and, as a result, the intended learning from
the activity is lost.

m Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are supported
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well. The manager and staff work in close partnership with parents and other
professionals to support children. Staff carefully implement agreed strategies,
such as having continuous one-to-one support in place. This helps children with
SEND to make good progress.

B Mathematics is woven into everyday play by staff. Children count items and staff
help them to use mathematical language to make comparisons. Staff use
routines to practise counting together with the children. For example, children
count as they jump from one stepping stone to another and sing counting songs
during group time.

W Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. Children are reminded to
use manners, take turns and share. Older children show kindness towards
younger children. For instance, they hold younger children's hands when lining
up. Staff talk to children about feelings and how their actions might make their
friends feel, to support children to understand emotions.

m Children develop good independence. Staff plan opportunities throughout the
day for children to practise the things they can do for themselves. For example,
after mealtimes, all children learn to clear their plate and place the dirty dishes
in the washing-up bowl. Children learn about good hygiene practices by learning
about the importance of handwashing to remove germs.

m Children's physical development is well supported. Outside, children learn to
climb on equipment, balance on steps and ride tricycles. Staff also take children
on outings in the local community and play areas. Children develop an
understanding of managing risks as they learn about road safety and how to
stay safe.

B Partnership working with parents is strong. Parents speak highly about their
children's experiences at the pre-school and how their learning and development
are supported. They know who their child's key person is and feel well informed
about their child's progress. Parents comment positively on how the pre-school
provides support for the whole family and the impact this has on their children's
well-being.

B The manager is very enthusiastic and leads the staff team well. She maintains
an overview of training and encourages the staff to apply for a range of courses.
For example, staff recently completed training that has had a positive impact on
how children engage with their environment. Staff regularly have team
meetings, where they can reflect on what is working well and identify areas to
improve.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

Weaknesses in leadership and management mean that safeguarding procedures
relating to suitability checks are not followed effectively. Professional curiosity is
not secure in regard to injuries children arrive with at the pre-school and record
keeping is not robust enough. That said, staff demonstrate knowledge in
recognising signs that a child may be a risk of harm. Staff access regular training to
keep their knowledge up to date. Children play in a safe environment. Staff
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complete daily risk assessments to ensure any hazards are identified and

minimised.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the

provider must:

Due date

provide Ofsted with the information
needed to enable suitability checks to be
completed on all committee members,
including the nominated individual

23/03/2023

keep records and share information with
external agencies to ensure the safety
and welfare of children, with particular
regard to concerns that may arise from
events in a child's home life.

23/03/2023

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider

should:

W plan group times, so that the learning intent is focused and all children benefit.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

220293

West Northamptonshire

10263665

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
2to 4

26
41
Charlton Playgroup Committee

RP522052

01295 812909
9 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

Newbottle and Charlton Pre-School registered in 1992 and is located in Charlton in
Oxfordshire. The pre-school is open term time only, Monday to Friday from 8am
until 6pm. The pre-school employs nine members of childcare staff. Five members
of staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 to 5. The pre-school
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Charmaine Cayton

Inspection report: Newbottle and Charlton Pre-School 5

23 February 2023



Oféted

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the pre-school.

B The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the pre-school.

B The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

B The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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