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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are confident and eager to learn at this nurturing setting. They are
welcomed by friendly staff, who help children have a calm start to the day.
Children settle quickly as they engage in the variety of activities on offer. They
happily explore and investigate, on their own as well as with friends. Children
proudly smile when they share their achievements with staff. This affirms their
raised levels of self-esteem.

Children love being active outdoors. They have ample opportunities to practise
their physical skills, such as riding bicycles, developing ball skills and running in the
garden. Children participate in daily yoga sessions. They remain fully focused and
master different body poses that strengthen their balance and aerobic capacity.

Children behave well and are courteous towards others. For example, they
recognise the importance of sharing their toys and waiting patiently for their turn.
Children learn to identify different emotions. They are supported to self-regulate
their feelings, such as going to the 'quiet tent' that has several books to help them
calm down.

Children enjoy taking part in community events that help them to learn about the
world around them. For instance, they planted bulbs, with invited members of the
community, ready for spring. Children remember this experience well as they share
photographs with the inspector.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The setting's provision for children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND) is a strength. Staff are committed to ensuring all children
have equal access and benefit from the curriculum on offer. They swiftly identify
any specific needs through assessments and observations, and seek appropriate
advice. Any emerging gaps in children's learning are shared with the special
educational needs coordinator (SENCo) and the parents. For example, children
who display speech delay are helped to understand daily routines by using a
sequence of pictures for each event. Parents use similar strategies at home. This
joint way of working enables children with SEND to make progress equally as
well as their peers.

B The manager and staff work as a cohesive team to support children's all-round
learning and development. Due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, they
highlighted areas to focus on even more, such as to improve children's
communication and language skills. Additionally, they prioritised teaching
children to be more independent and manage their self-care needs. This has
proved effective as children show growing confidence in their own abilities.

Inspection report: Forest Bears Pre-School 2
21 February 2023



Oféted

m Children thoroughly enjoy accessing the well-equipped craft area to enhance
their imaginations and creativity. For example, they design cards for Mother's
Day and create patterns as they experiment with the wide selection of
resources. Staff encourage children to write for a purpose, such as making
controlled marks to represent their names. Children produce some recognisable
marks, including the initial letter of their names.

W Staff provide children with a varied and nutritious breakfast at the setting. This
helps to prepare children for the day ahead. However, the opportunity to learn
about how foods and drink contribute to a healthy lifestyle is not fully explored.
At lunchtime, children talk to staff about the contents of their packed lunch.
Staff do not extend this chat to support children to learn about the benefits of
healthy food and drink on their bodies.

B The manager strongly supports staff's well-being. As a result, staff feel listened
to and valued. Staff undertake meetings with the manager to consider ways to
further their professional development. The manager has a broad overview of
the impact of individual staff's strengths on children's good progress. However,
the existing system for identifying specific areas for further development in
staff's practice is less effective.

B Parents are very complimentary of the setting. They appreciate the good
communication they receive about their children's progress. Parents state that
their children have shown increased confidence and independence. They
comment that their children 'go in with a smile and come out with an even
bigger one'. Parents thoroughly enjoy the organised events for families and
children at the setting, such as 'movie night'. This gives them the opportunity to
meet other parents.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff demonstrate a good awareness of their responsibility to
protect children from harm. They understand the importance of recognising any
cause for concern, including risks related to the exposure to extremist views and
behaviours. Staff know how to report any concerns, including allegations against
adults working with children. The manager ensures that staff's knowledge of
safeguarding is kept up to date, such as at every staff meeting. Recruitment
procedures are robust and ensure staff are suitable to work with children. Risk
assessments are carried out regularly, so that the premises are safe and suitable
for children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B consider ways to extend children's understanding of healthy food and drink
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choices and the effects that different foods and drink have on their bodies

B sharpen existing monitoring processes to effectively identify specific areas that
strengthen individual staff's interactions with children and raise the quality of
teaching even further.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 110134

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection humber 10276188

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2to4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Forest Bears Play Group Committee
Telephone number 07776 187643

Date of previous inspection 5 July 2017

Information about this early years setting

Forest Bears Pre-School registered in 1987. It is located in Bordon, Hampshire. The
provider is in receipt of funding for free early education for children aged two,
three and four years. The pre-school opens five days a week during school term
times. Sessions are from 8.30am until 3pm from Monday to Thursday, and from
8.30am until 12.30pm on Friday. There are four members of staff, three of whom
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 4 or level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sonia Panchal
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Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk. She talked to the inspector
about the curriculum on offer.

B The inspector spoke to children, parents and staff and took their views of the
education and care into account.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

B The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation and evaluated the
interactions between staff and children.

B The manager made available relevant documents, which were checked by the
inspector, including suitability of staff to work with children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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