
Inspection of Seesaws Day Nursery 
and Nursery School
30 Walmley Ash Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B76 1JA

Inspection date: 17 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children and parents are welcomed daily at the entrance of the nursery by warm, 
enthusiastic staff. Children enter a stimulating environment and are excited and 
eager to discover what awaits them. They rush to find their friends and chatter 
with excitement about what they might do during their day. Older children share 
their stories of learning about London and making marmalade sandwiches, just like 
Paddington Bear. Staff provide opportunities for children to use their imagination 
and immerse themselves in events to embed a greater understanding. For 
example, they experience what it is like for whales to swim through a polluted 
ocean by pretending to swim across a floor that is covered in scrunched up balls of 
paper. Children make exceptional progress in their learning.

Children enjoy a wealth of opportunities to learn about their local community. They 
take part in collections for nearby baby banks, and charities close to the hearts of 
the staff and families within the nursery. They are involved in events such as 
Remembrance Day, where they visit the war memorial and lay a wreath of poppies. 
Children have a deep understanding of the importance of helping others and the 
impact their actions can have on other people's lives.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children are extremely confident and enthusiastic to share their experiences, 
thoughts, and opinions with each other. They demonstrate an excellent 
understanding of boundaries and are respectful when interacting with others. 
Children's behaviour is exemplary. 

n Children demonstrate a love of books and stories. Staff provide reading areas 
throughout the nursery, and stories are supported with props and singing to 
extend children's understanding of the spoken word. 

n Children access a wide range of teaching and learning opportunities. For 
example, older children excel in physical development as they take part in sports 
sessions, such as rugby, football, and dance. Sports coaches are carefully 
selected to ensure the individual needs of the children can be met. 

n Children make regular visits to the local care home and listen to wonderful 
stories told by the residents, while sharing a slice of cake. This intergenerational 
activity helps the children to develop confidence and a growing understanding of 
the world around them. 

n Parent workshops take place every two weeks. They provide information and 
guidance on key milestones and help parents to gain knowledge on how they 
can support their children's development. Coffee mornings are also provided 
weekly with the nursery special educational needs coordinator, to provide 
strategies on meeting children's individual needs. Parents comment on the 
incredible support they receive from the staff and express how this positively 
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impacts on their children's development.
n Staff are excellent role models and give children the opportunity to also be role 

models to others. Children are chosen to hold important responsibilities in areas, 
such as healthy eating, friendship and being inclusive. 

n Leaders and managers have high expectations of children's learning and 
development. They ensure that an ambitious curriculum is planned and provided 
to meet the needs of all children, including those with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities.

n Leaders and managers are highly reflective of practice and ensure that 
development plans are in place that strive for excellence. Staff are supported in 
accessing training to learn new skills that will enhance the delivery of learning 
experiences for the children in their care. They use funding to develop an 
inspiring sensory room through purchasing a range of resources to inspire 
curiosity and support children to regulate their emotions. This is a wonderful 
addition to the setting and provides a calming and relaxing space for all. 

n Leaders and managers have high regard for the well-being needs of staff, 
parents and children. For example, 'Feel Good' sessions are provided within a 
family room that is a safe, comfortable space for all to share their thoughts and 
access valuable support. The nursery has a 'Wall of happiness', where 
photographs of important people in the children's lives, or significant events are 
displayed. Children's lives are valued and celebrated. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

High importance is placed on children's safety and well-being. Staff demonstrate an 
excellent understanding of their role and responsibility in keeping children safe and 
protecting them from abuse and neglect. They are knowledgeable about who they 
should contact if they feel a child is a risk of harm. Risk assessments are effective, 
and hazards minimised. Children have an excellent understanding of their own 
safety and are encouraged to support others in staying safe. Leaders and 
managers implement thorough recruitment processes and there are effective 
procedures in place to ensure that all those who work with children are safe to do 
so. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 228931

Local authority Birmingham

Inspection number 10263525

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 85

Number of children on roll 140

Name of registered person Seesaws Day Nurseries Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903815

Telephone number 0121 351 7000

Date of previous inspection 4 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

Seesaws Day Nursery and Nursery School registered in 2000 and is in Sutton 
Coldfield. The nursery employs 25 members of childcare staff. Of these, 15 hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3, five hold level 2, and one holds 
level 6. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, except for one 
week during the Christmas period. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nichola Patel
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The deputy manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk 
together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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