
Inspection of Ambito Walton Childrens 
Centre
Walton Childrens Centre, 99 Cavendish Drive, Liverpool, Lancashire L9 1NB

Inspection date: 31 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy attending this warm, welcoming and inclusive provision. They settle 
quickly and demonstrate that they feel happy, safe and secure. Children establish 
strong bonds with staff, who are kind, nurturing and patient in their approach. 
Staff are highly sensitive to children's individual needs. They gently encourage 
children to explore the learning environment freely and nurture children's 
relationships and self-esteem. Children have positive attitudes to learning and 
make good progress from their starting points. They are keen to try new things. 
For example, children tentatively make marks in shaving foam, exploring the 
texture of the foam on their fingers. Through the staff's calm and encouraging 
interactions, children develop their confidence and are later observed to access this 
activity independently. They smile and squeal in delight as they make tracks in the 
foam with wheeled toys. 

Children behave well for their age and stage of development. Staff have high 
expectations and communicate these consistently to children. Children are 
continuously praised for their efforts. For example, they are commended for 'good 
listening' and 'good sitting'. This helps children to understand what is expected of 
them and prepares them well for the next stage in their learning. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff have made instrumental progress since the last inspection. 
They have wholeheartedly engaged with the local authority and have embraced 
the support and guidance available to them. Through precise and purposeful 
training opportunities, staff are now more confident in their abilities to support 
children's unique needs. Detailed supervision meetings and observations of 
practice help staff to further develop the quality of their teaching.

n Staff make accurate assessments of children's learning. They give careful 
consideration to children's education, health and care plans and use this 
information in the planning of activities. Leaders of the setting have recently 
introduced a new curriculum. However, this is very much in its infancy. Leaders 
and staff now need to embed this curriculum and monitor and evaluate the 
impact on outcomes for children. 

n Staff are successful in sequencing children's learning. For example, they provide 
activities and resources, such as dough, to support children to develop the 
muscles in their wrists and hands in readiness for writing. Children's hand-eye 
coordination is strengthened through activities such as pouring rice and filling 
containers. 

n Children are beginning to develop their independence skills. However, 
occasionally, in their eagerness to help, staff complete tasks for children rather 
than encouraging them to have a go first. This means that children are not 
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always able to build on their existing independence and extend their self-help 
skills further.

n Children's communication and language development is supported well. Staff 
consistently model new language, using single words and repetition as children 
play. Staff skilfully use visual images and objects to further aid children's 
understanding. For example, staff show children a nappy to indicate that it is 
time for their nappy change and use simple sign language to show that an 
activity has finished. This supports children to understand what is happening 
next and impacts positively on their behaviour and ability to understand changes 
in the nursery routine. 

n Children enjoy spending time outdoors. They impressively climb and descend the 
slide, balance along planks and excitedly jump on the small trampoline. Children 
develop strength in their muscles, coordination and control of their bodies. 
However, the outdoor learning environment has not been given the same level 
of consideration as the indoor areas. This means that children who prefer to 
learn outdoors are not afforded the same high-quality opportunities. There are, 
however, plans in place to develop and renovate the outdoor space. 

n Parent partnerships are strong. Parents feel well informed about their child's 
progress because staff have daily discussions with them and use a 'link book' as 
a further communication tool. Parent meetings help to ensure that pertinent 
information is shared and collated. This impacts positively on the experiences of 
children, their learning and overall enjoyment when attending. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a strong understanding of their responsibility in protecting children from 
harm. Regular training helps to ensure that their knowledge and skills remain up to 
date. Staff accurately describe the procedure to follow if they have concerns about 
a child's welfare or the practice of a colleague. They deploy themselves effectively 
and supervise children extremely well. Staff are aware of potential hazards within 
the environment and take swift and appropriate action to minimise or remove 
these. This helps to ensure that children are able to play in a safe environment. 
Rigorous recruitment arrangements ensure that staff are suitable and remain so for 
the duration of their employment.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n embed, monitor and evaluate the new curriculum to ensure its effectiveness in 
improving outcomes for children

n help staff to consider how they can support children's independence and self-
care skills
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n implement plans to develop the outdoor learning environment.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY557168

Local authority Liverpool

Inspection number 10259706

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 5

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 11

Name of registered person Salutem Ed Bidco Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP557167

Telephone number 0151 294 4899

Date of previous inspection 9 September 2022

Information about this early years setting

The setting registered in 2018 and is situated in Liverpool. The setting operates 
during term time only, from 9am to 3pm. The setting specialises in care for 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. There are six members 
of staff. Of these, five staff are qualified to level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Cox
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector observed activities, indoors and outdoors. She talked to staff 
about the progress individual children are making and what they  want the 
children to learn. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk across all areas of the 
nursery to understand how the early years provision and the curriculum are 
organised.

n The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including evidence of paediatric 
first-aid training. The inspector held a discussion with leaders about the 
evaluation of the setting and plans for improvement.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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