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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are warmly greeted on arrival by the caring staff who help them to settle
and feel at ease. There is a well-established key-person system which enables
children to form strong relationships and feel secure right from the start. Babies
and toddlers enjoy reassuring cuddles and older children flock around the activities
led by staff. Children respond positively to staff's high expectations. Their
behaviour is good and they are independent and self-assured. Children develop
positive social skills, which helps them to play harmoniously and form firm
friendships. For example, older children enjoy cooperative role play and remember
to use 'kind hands'.

Children are keen learners and thoroughly enjoy the exciting range of activities.
They have lots of opportunities to explore and experiment with the resources,
which promotes their creativity and critical thinking skills. For instance, children
create their own play dough, skilfully scooping, pouring and mixing the ingredients.
They confidently explore their ideas as they add herbs, spices, water and paint to
create their own unique mixture. They exclaim with excitement as the colours,
smells and textures change. Children make links between their experiences; they
say, 'These are pancakes,' and describe how they cook with parents at home. They
have great fun and develop coordination as they try to flip their pancakes and
catch them in a pan.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Leaders are clear on what they want children to learn at nursery. They ensure
that staff are well supported to help them implement the curriculum. Training is
sharply focused to develop relevant skills and knowledge. For instance, team
leaders enhance their management strategies and staff working with babies
learn about early brain development. This helps to maintain the high quality of
practice within the nursery.

m Staff know children well and closely monitor their progress. They identify where
children may need additional help and provide targeted support to close the
gaps in their learning. All children, including children with special educational
needs and/or disabilities, children who speak English as an additional language
and those receiving funding, make good progress.

m Overall, staff support children's communication skills well, such as by introducing
new vocabulary and encouraging conversations. However, at times, some staff
use incorrect grammar and words when speaking to children. For example, they
describe a dog as a 'woof-woof" or repeat the word 'horsey' back to a child.
Therefore, some children continue to use incorrect forms of speech to express
themselves.

B Leaders and staff provide attractive and adaptable resources to encourage high
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levels of engagement and motivation from children. However, they do not
ensure that the routines and organisation in all rooms promote this consistently.
For example, staff do not always quickly identify when toddlers and older
children need help to choose what they want to do next. Therefore, learning
opportunities are sometimes missed.

m Children display positive attitudes and clearly enjoy their learning. For instance,
older children concentrate intently during a woodwork activity. They show
determination as they learn to use the tools. Children listen carefully as staff
demonstrate how to use a ruler. They are excited to try this and carefully count
how many centimetres long their pieces of wood are.

m Staff promote children's physical health and well-being extremely effectively. For
example, children have lots of outdoor play, eat nutritious meals and learn about
good oral hygiene. Staff have introduced 'rolling mealtimes', whereby children
choose when they wish to eat. Children of all ages learn to serve themselves and
to clear away afterwards. Staff describe how this teaches children to recognise
when they are hungry and learn how much food they need to fuel their bodies.

m Children receive excellent support to be independent and to care for their own
needs. For example, staff ensure that tissues and wipes are easily accessible.
Therefore, children go independently to clean their faces and wipe their noses.
They learn to check in the mirror afterwards to ensure that they have done a
thorough job.

B Parents are very complimentary about the nursery. They say that children are
happy to attend and have strong bonds with staff. Parents describe effective
partnerships to support children's progress and development. For example, staff
share strategies to deal with issues such as biting and provide books to
encourage reading together at home.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders have a thorough understanding of their safeguarding roles and
responsibilities. They and staff undertake regular training to keep their
safeguarding knowledge up to date. Staff are clear about possible risks to children
and can identify signs of abuse. They know how to report any concerns about
children's welfare or the conduct of adults. Staff supervise children well and teach
them to use toys and resources safely. They monitor the environment to identify
hazards and help maintain a safe learning environment. There are robust systems
in place to check the suitability of staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B help staff to further improve their support for children's language development,
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particularly by using correct words and grammar when speaking to them
W strengthen staff deployment and the organisation of the daily routines to further
promote children's learning throughout the day.
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Childbase Partnership Limited

RP900830

020 8447 1914
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Information about this early years setting

Woodlands Day Nursery Barnet registered in 2001. It is located within the London
Borough of Barnet. The nursery opens Monday to Friday from 7.30am to 6.30pm,
throughout most of the year. The provider employs 46 members of staff. Of these,
25 hold childcare qualifications. One staff member has early years teacher status
and others are qualified at level 3 or level 2. The nursery offers funded early
education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Crawford
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The deputy manager showed the inspector around the nursery premises and
explained how they organise the environment and learning programmes for
children.

B The inspector observed activities and interactions between children and staff to
evaluate the quality of the education. This included a joint observation with the
deputy manager.

B Parents, staff and children shared their views and experiences with the inspector
at appropriate times during the inspection. The inspector also took account of
parents' written feedback.

B Leaders met with the inspector to discuss issues such as staff recruitment and
training. They ensured that documents, including staff's suitability checks and
paediatric first-aid certificates, were available for the inspector to view.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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