
Inspection of Woodland House 
Nursery
1 Woodland Road, Bristol BS8 1TB

Inspection date: 16 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children receive very caring support from staff. They have built strong beneficial 
bonds with them and are very happy at the nursery. Babies and younger children 
have wonderful opportunities to explore with their senses. They relish the feel of 
coloured 'gloop' or investigate mixing sand and water. They follow their interests 
and explore new concepts very successfully. Staff support the younger babies 
thoughtfully, helping them sit up and explore dry sand. Children learn to take turns 
and play cooperatively. Toddlers and older children particularly benefit from the 
staff's specialist 'emotion coaching' support and focused activities to help them 
learn about and manage their emotions. Older children show considerate behaviour 
towards their friends and thoughtfully offer them help.

Staff teaching, particularly for the oldest children, is very strong. Staff skilfully 
encourage them to recognise and form numbers. Older children concentrate for 
continued periods drawing items such as a rocket. Staff ask them questions, 
encouraging them to discuss their plans, and offer children tips to extend their 
experimentation. Children gain key skills that prepare them well for their future. 
Young children gain the confidence and skills to express themselves and learn new 
words. Older children develop their conversation abilities. Children that speak more 
than one language are very successfully supported to develop their communication, 
understanding and use of English.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Key persons undertake focused observations and precise assessments of 
children's development. They provide a stimulating range of experiences in a 
well-resourced environment. The curriculum leader works promptly with staff if 
children are behind expected development. They liaise with parents and 
implement clear targets to ensure gaps in children's learning close.

n Staff build strong partnerships with parents and a consistent two-way flow of 
information with them. Parents are informed of children's areas of development 
to help them support children's learning at home. They say staff are very 
reactive to children's interests and changes they are dealing with, such as the 
arrival of a new sibling. They value the nursery's nutritious home-cooked food 
and say that staff genuinely care about the children.

n At times, staff provide challenging opportunities for children to do things for 
themselves and develop their sense of responsibility. Older babies relish using a 
handwashing unit before lunch. Two-year-olds serve their pasta. Older children 
cut up fruit for their snack and carefully pour themselves a drink. Some staff are 
skilled in their interactions and support. However, other staff do not always 
challenge the children fully or make the most of the available learning 
opportunities. For example, staff do not always help babies to master self-
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feeding or consistently encourage older children to clear up items at mealtimes. 
n Staff take children on exciting adventures to local areas. The outdoor 

ambassador leads the nursery's beach and forest schools, offering the older 
children rich experiences in which to explore nature. Staff also thread similar 
themes into activities back at nursery, and children create with natural materials 
such as flowers and herbs and learn about bird's nests. 

n Some staff plan their support for children thoughtfully and communicate with 
other staff very well. For example, staff swap roles to ensure a child's preferred 
adult settles them to sleep. Staff collaborate on the use of the outdoor 
classroom to support older and younger children to jointly access this area. 
However, at times, focused activities for the older children are planned in busy 
parts of the garden and these are sometimes disrupted by other children walking 
through. Additionally, staff do not communicate fully as babies play outside to 
ensure their interests are always closely supported, such as to change areas.

n Managers and staff carefully support children's literacy. They have recently 
introduced 'core' books to teach key concepts to children. Babies and young 
children relish independently selecting books and looking at these with staff. 
Older children attentively listen to stories and staff extend their learning with 
further discussion. At the end of the day, children enjoy choosing a book from 
the nursery's lending library to share with their parents at home.

n Leadership is strong and the staff's well-being is thoughtfully considered by the 
dedicated managers. Observations of staff and regular supervision and team 
meetings are integral to their practice. They gain the views of parents to identify 
areas for further improvement, feeding back with changes planned.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are aware of the possible signs of abuse and what to do if they have any 
concerns about children's welfare or the conduct of a member of staff. Managers 
ensure staff have a strong safeguarding knowledge through regular training, spot 
checks and close focus on different aspects at meetings. There are robust security 
procedures in place and managers ensure staff are suitable to work with children. 
Staff offer children beneficial opportunities to recognise and manage risks in a 
controlled way so they can keep children safe. For example, staff section off part of 
the climbing frame so children do not access this when they are wet from the 
slippery and watery 'super slide' session.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to collaborate closely and consistently make the most of all 
available learning opportunities, to develop children's skills to the highest level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY400553

Local authority Bristol City of

Inspection number 10263148

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 75

Name of registered person Archfield House Nursery School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP529310

Telephone number 0117 946 7145

Date of previous inspection 21 April 2017

Information about this early years setting

Woodland House Nursery registered in 2009 and is located in Clifton, Bristol. It 
operates from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. It is one of two nurseries that are 
part of the same company. There are 18 members of staff. Of these, one is an 
early years teacher, one has qualified teacher status and three have early years 
degrees. In addition, a further eight staff have a relevant level 3 qualification. The 
nursery also employs a full-time cook and part-time housekeeper. The nursery 
provides funded places for children aged three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Howell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
managers and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provision.

n The inspector viewed all areas of the nursery and discussed with the managers 
how these areas are used.

n The managers and the inspector evaluated the effectiveness of an activity 
together. 

n The inspector observed the children and staff and spoke with them at 
appropriate times during the inspection. 

n Parents shared their views of the provision with the inspector.
n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including suitability 

checks and paediatric first-aid qualifications. 
n The managers discussed their safety and child protection procedures and 

safeguarding discussions were undertaken with members of the staff team.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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