
Inspection of Bambi's Childcare
82 Green Bank, Brockworth, GLOUCESTER GL3 4NB

Inspection date: 16 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children at this setting thrive, as they form strong bonds with caring staff. Staff 
fully understand the importance of secure attachments for children's emotional 
well-being. Children feel safe and secure as they benefit from a well-established 
key-person system. For instance, babies snuggle into their special person for 
reassurance when they need it. Staff seek information from parents about children 
when they start. They offer settling-in sessions and use these to get to know 
children and families. This contributes to the home-from-home environment that 
staff strive to create for children. 

Children explore the environment and have fun. For instance, they pour water onto 
mud and excitedly jump into the puddles they make. They enthusiastically chatter 
to staff as they play in the sand. 'I'm making a pie!' they say. Staff extend 
children's vocabulary during such activities by modelling words such as 'splash' and 
'slippery'. 

Children behave well and staff are good role models. For instance, staff model 
good manners and turn-taking during games to help children learn to play well 
together. All children make good progress, including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and those in receipt of additional funding. 
Managers use funding to effectively support children's individual needs. They 
source specialist help, such as play therapists, for children who have experienced 
trauma in their lives.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Support for children with SEND is a strength of the setting. Staff closely observe 
and monitor children's progress. If they notice any delay in learning or 
development, they liaise with parents and swiftly put strategies in place to 
support children. If necessary, they refer to other professionals such as speech 
and language therapists. This helps to promote the best possible outcomes for 
all children.

n Staff provide a broad curriculum attuned to the interests of children. They 
incorporate a good balance of activities that cover all areas of learning. Staff 
select a 'book of the term' to focus on with the children. They plan activities 
related to the chosen story and differentiate these well according to the ages of 
children. For example, babies use their senses to explore texture as they use 
cotton wool for snow pictures. Toddlers learn words to describe different 
textures and older children practice counting bears on a 'bear hunt'.

n Children have wonderful opportunities to learn about their local community and 
the world around them. Staff plan outings for children, including visits to a farm 
to learn about animals. They also help children to develop care and 
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consideration for others, such as by making Valentine's cards for neighbours of 
the nursery. 

n Staff support children consistently well to develop independence in everyday 
tasks. For example, staff support babies to gain the coordination to spoon-feed 
themselves. Staff model to younger children how to put their shoes on and older 
children learn to change their clothing ready for a PE session. This all helps 
children to gain useful skills for the future, including when they move on to 
school.

n Overall, staff support children's communication and language skills well. Staff 
get down to children's level when speaking to them and children benefit from 
rich back-and-forth conversations with staff. However, occasionally, some staff 
ask too many questions in quick succession and use questions that only require 
a one-word answer. 

n Parents speak highly about the care that staff provide for their children. They 
say staff chat to them about their child's day at handover time and use daily 
diaries to share information about care routines. However, some parents do not 
know what their child's next steps in learning are and are unsure how to 
continue their learning at home. Leaders acknowledge they have yet to ensure 
that all parents are consistently kept up to date with children's ongoing 
progress.

n Leaders support their team well. They have implemented robust systems to 
monitor staff practice. Leaders actively encourage staff to reflect on the learning 
environment for children and staff take pride in the nursery. Staff undertake 
specific training to help them in their roles, such as supporting children with 
autism. Leaders prioritise the well-being of all staff and take steps to maintain 
high team morale. This helps to ensure a harmonious and positive learning 
environment for all children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are very knowledgeable about their role in safeguarding children. The 
designated safeguarding lead ensures that staff can confidently identify the signs 
and symptoms of when a child may be at risk of harm. All staff attend regular 
safeguarding training. Leaders ask staff safeguarding questions to continually 
refresh their knowledge. Staff know who to report to should they have concerns 
about the welfare of a child. They work effectively with other professionals, such as 
social workers, to ensure the ongoing safety of vulnerable children. Leaders also 
follow safer recruitment procedures when recruiting new staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n support staff to review their questioning techniques to further enhance children's 
communication and language skills

n ensure that all parents know their child's individual next steps and are kept 
informed of their ongoing progress so that they can support children's learning 
at home.

Inspection report: Bambi's Childcare
16 February 2023 4



Setting details
Unique reference number EY451194

Local authority Gloucestershire 

Inspection number 10264906

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Carla Roberts & Lucy Herbert Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531868

Telephone number 01452698338

Date of previous inspection 29 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

Bambi's Childcare registered in 2012. The nursery is open from 8am to 6pm on 
Monday to Thursday, and from 8am to 5pm on Fridays, throughout the year. There 
are 10 members of staff working with the children. Of these, one holds qualified 
teacher status, eight hold early years qualifications between levels 2 and 6, and 
one is unqualified. The setting receives funding for free early education for children 
aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michelle Grayling
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector spoke to parents and took their views into consideration.
n The inspector and a manager carried out a joint observation of teaching and 

evaluated it together.
n The manager led the inspector on a learning walk of the setting and discussed 

how they organise the curriculum. 
n Discussions were held between managers and the inspector to evaluate the 

leadership and management of the setting.
n The inspector scrutinised a range of documents, including progress checks for 

children aged two to three years, paediatric first-aid training certificates and 
information on the suitability of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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