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Inspection date: 15 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and their families are very fortunate to be able to access this pre-school. 
Together with the children's centre, it is the heart of the local community. The 
setting provides nurture and support for both the children and their parents. Staff 
are relentless in their quest to provide children with opportunities to grow. They 
work with other agencies to ensure no child is left behind. Children are making very 
good progress as a result. Staff know children exceptionally well. They understand 
their starting points and any challenges they face. They put support in place to 
make sure all children can access learning. Quieter children are supported by staff 
to gain confidence as they give them one-to-one support and encouragement to 
engage in activities.

A significant strength of the setting is how much children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities are supported. The staff identify gaps in progress and 
work tirelessly to develop children's listening skills to maximise their learning 
opportunities and to develop relationships. Overall, behaviour is good. Staff model 
calmness and kindness, and children echo this in their play. The pre-school uses 
strategies to support children overwhelmed by emotion. They ensure all children 
are safe. Staff expect all children to cooperate with each other and develop 
meaningful relationships. Most children interact effectively, sharing conversations 
about what they are each doing.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, the setting has worked hard to develop planning that 
provides challenging activities for all children. The committee and staff work 
closely together to ensure all staff continue to develop. Staff have worked at this 
setting for many years, which adds to the consistency for the children. 

n Children are given countless opportunities to talk. Staff converse in children's 
home language to help build confidence, and they use this to prompt the use of 
English. Staff use ambitious language with the children like 'translucent' when 
talking about different materials. To encourage speech further, staff use a 
microphone for children to sing into. Even the quietest children are keen to have 
a turn to hear what their loud voice sounds like. 

n Children enjoy taking reading materials home from pre-school. Staff offer lots of 
support for parents to encourage early reading skills. As well as books being 
sent home, they send leaflets and catalogues to teach children that text is 
everywhere.

n Children are learning about the world outside their local community. Staff 
acknowledge that their community is central to family life but, at the same time, 
they want children to learn about the world outside of their immediate 
surroundings. They make children curious about the natural environment which, 
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for some, is a new experience. 
n Children as young as two are developing independence by choosing their own 

snacks and pouring drinks into open cups. After they have eaten, they put their 
cups and bowls away and clear away leftover food. Staff place great importance 
on the children sitting together to eat. They have high expectations of all 
children in terms of turn-taking and the good use of manners.

n Children are encouraged to talk about their feelings and explore the topic of 
feeling jealous. This came from a discussion about being rewarded. Children 
described a feeling in their tummy when they were not chosen for a certificate. 
Staff gave the children the language to support this and took the discussion 
further by exploring other types of emotion. 

n Parents say that their children have good relationships with staff. 
Overwhelmingly, parents claim their child's confidence has grown since 
attending the pre-school.

n Children develop some independence skills, such as using tissues to clean their 
faces. However, some staff intervene with children's self-care when it is not 
necessary. Therefore, staff do not always provide children with clear 
expectations. 

n Staff provide challenge for some children in the activities they lead. Throughout 
the areas of provision, children are free to use the resources as they choose. 
However, staff do not always challenge all aspects of children's learning and 
development during child-led activities. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The committee has robust procedures to ensure that adults working directly with 
children are suitable to do so. Staff have embedded daily routines to minimise 
accidents and to keep areas secure. Staff have a secure understanding of their 
responsibilities in relation to keeping children safe and maintaining their welfare. 
Staff members are well versed on the warning signs and symptoms that could point 
to a child suffering abuse or harm. They understand the significance of reporting 
and documenting concerns about children or staff. Staff members are aware that 
they can, if necessary, disclose problems to other experts outside of the pre-school.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to consistently develop children's independence skills and promote 
their self-care

n provide a higher level of challenge to children to help extend their learning in all 
areas of provision, including child-led activities. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 316436

Local authority Rochdale 

Inspection number 10263131

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 24

Name of registered person Sunshine Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518738

Telephone number 01706 860 151

Date of previous inspection 21 April 2017

Information about this early years setting

Sunshine Pre-School was registered in 1993. It is run by a management committee 
and operates from Deeplish Surestart Centre in Rochdale. The pre-school employs 
four members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3, 5 and 6. The pre-school is open Monday to Friday, from 
9am to midday, during term time only. The pre-school provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Denise Barnes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 

about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.
n The inspector spoke to children to find out about their time at the setting. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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