
Childminder report

Inspection date: 17 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, secure, and settled in the homely environment the childminder 
has created. They confidently explore the toys and resources the childminder 
provides for them. The childminder knows children well and she targets her 
learning opportunities on children's next steps. Children make good progress and 
they are eager learners. For example, younger children are confident to choose and 
explore objects from the treasure baskets.

Children develop close, nurturing relationships with the childminder. They sit on the 
childminder's lap to read books, enjoying the comfort of having her close by. This 
supports children's emotional well-being. All children are developing a love of 
stories. For example, the childminder uses props and puppets to make story times 
interactive and engaging. Young children enjoy repeating animal sounds and 
turning the pages as they listen to stories.

Children are encouraged to be independent. For example, older children go 
upstairs to wash their hands before snack, they pour their own drinks and chop 
their own fruit. They are learning how to become self-sufficient. This helps to 
prepare them in readiness for starting school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The quality of teaching is good. The childminder captures opportunities that 
arrive spontaneously to further children's knowledge. For example, when getting 
snack ready together she explains that some objects are, 'hot to touch'. This 
helps children to begin to learn how to keep themselves safe. However, since 
COVID-19, the childminder has provided most of the learning opportunities at 
home. This has limited children's opportunities to learn about their local 
community and the wider world.

n The childminder places a high focus on developing children's mathematical 
abilities. She provides ample resources to help children recognise numbers. 
Children learn to talk about the size of objects and describe their shapes and 
properties. They sort objects and begin to count accurately. Children develop 
good mathematical skills for their age.

n The childminder recognises the importance of developing children's early writing. 
She provides a range of mark-making tools for children to experiment with in her 
home. The children love to make 'worms' from play dough and use sticks to 
make marks in mud. This helps children to develop their small hand muscles 
well.

n The childminder sensitively meets the needs of the children. She recognises 
when they are tired or hungry, and she works with parents to maintain their 
home routines. This helps them to feel secure and settle quickly. She gives 
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children choices and respects their opinion. This means children feel valued and 
confident to express their ideas and feelings. 

n The childminder has developed trusted relationships with parents. Parents 
appreciate the communication they receive from the childminder. They comment 
on the 'family feel' within the setting and love that it is a home from home for 
children. Parents value the advice and support the childminder gives them to 
support their children's learning and well-being at home. For example, the 
childminder has provided tips and support to develop good sleep routines and 
how to introduce new foods into children's diet.

n The childminder shows a good commitment to improving the quality of her 
provision. She accesses regular training to help improve her skills. For example, 
following recent training on supporting children's emotions, the childminder talks 
to children about how they are feeling, helping them to name their emotions, 
such as 'happy' or 'sad'. This helps children to recognise their own and other's 
feelings.

n The childminder works well with other providers. She has a good relationship 
with the local school. For instance, she shares information to help children 
transition smoothly on to school. The childminder prepares children well by 
talking to them about what their new experience will be like and what to expect. 

n The childminder works with an assistant during the week. This means that the 
childminder can provide additional support for children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. For example, working on learning new words or signs 
during play. This ensures that all children make good progress from their 
starting points.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder understands her responsibility to keep children safe. She shows an 
understanding of how to identify if children are subject to harm or abuse. The 
childminder knows the procedure to follow and the appropriate agencies to contact 
if she has concerns about a child in her care. She ensures that she keeps up to 
date with her knowledge of safeguarding. The childminder has a good 
understanding of different safeguarding concerns, such as the risks of online abuse 
and grooming. The childminder carries out safety checks in her home to help 
provide children with a safe space to play and sleep. She considers how to organise 
mealtimes for younger children so that they are supervised safely and enjoy social 
time with others.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend the opportunities for children to learn about the lives and experiences of 
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those in their local community and wider world.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 156681

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10265211

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 2

Total number of places 5

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection 30 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2001. She lives in the Shorncliffe area of Folkestone, 
Kent. The childminder has a childcare qualification at level 6. She offers her service 
on weekdays, from 8am to 6pm, for most of the year. She sometimes works with 
an assistant. The childminder is in receipt of funding for the provision of free early 
education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Gunne

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector carried out a learning walk and discussed the curriculum with the 
childminder. 

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how she 
ensures that they are safe and suitable.

n Parents shared their views on the setting with the inspector in writing. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

the childminder and household members.
n The inspector spoke with the childminder at appropriate times throughout the 

inspection.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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