
Inspection of London Mulberry 
Nursery And Preschool
17 Kenninghall Road, London E5 8BS

Inspection date: 1 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children happily arrive at the nursery and separate from their families with ease. 
They quickly settle into the routine of the day and become engrossed in their play. 
For example, older children carefully pour water into different containers, 
transfixed as they watch the water move. Younger children confidently tell the 
inspector, 'This is a plane', as they complete transport puzzles. 

Staff have extremely high expectations for children's behaviour, which is 
exemplary. Children demonstrate positive attitudes to their learning and are polite 
and considerate. They understand how important it is to look after their 
environment. For instance, children carefully tuck their chairs under tables, without 
prompting from staff. Staff showed genuine pride when younger children kindly 
offered the inspector balls and a doll when she came into the room. 

Children are highly independent and are confident to make their own choices and 
lead their own learning. For example, older children carefully brought a pestle and 
mortar with egg shells to the table and explained in detail to the inspector how to 
tap the shell slowly to break it up. Staff use their knowledge and experience to 
provide a stimulating and challenging curriculum. All children, including children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities and children who receive 
additional funding, make secure progress in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is dedicated and passionate. She has welcomed guidance and 
support from the local authority and addressed the actions raised at the previous 
inspection. The manager continuously reflects on practice and has made positive 
changes. For example, all staff have undertaken training in supporting children's 
behaviour. Staff are now more confident in helping children to express how they 
feel. The impact of this training is highly evident in children's outstanding 
behaviour.

n Parents speak highly of the staff, saying that their children love attending and 
progress well. They feel that their children are very happy and settled in the 
nursery. Staff provide parents with regular information about their children's 
learning. Parents comment that their children 'love singing' and appreciate how 
nurturing staff are.

n Children enjoy the large garden space outside. They eagerly put their coats on 
and go out, to choose a bike or truck to move around on. This provides 
opportunities for them to develop physically. Children explore their local area, for 
example through visits to the local shops to buy fruit and vegetables. This 
further supports their knowledge and understanding of the world.

n Staff plan an exciting curriculum based on children's interests. For example, 
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children enjoy putting their chef's hats and aprons on to bake cookies. Staff 
planned this activity based on their previous observations of children making 
'cookies' in the outside home corner. Children carefully mix, pour and stir the 
ingredients. Staff are enthusiastic and comment and narrate on what children 
are doing. However, on occasion, staff do not consistently use opportunities to 
further extend children's learning even further. 

n Staff understand that it is vital that children learn about cultures within and 
outside the nursery. They know that this gives children a sense of the 
differences between people in the world. During group music time, children 
showed the inspector that they have been learning a new Ghanaian song. They 
enthusiastically shook their tambourines and took turns using their hands to beat 
the drum as they sang.

n The manager and staff place a priority on helping children to develop their 
language skills at the nursery. Staff model good language skills to children. They 
encourage children to repeat words or copy actions to extend their 
communication during story time and when signing songs. Children are confident 
communicators and express themselves with ease. For example, as group 
activities come to an end, older children ask, 'Is it time for Zumba now?' 
Younger children brought soft toys to show the inspector, correctly telling her, 
'This is an octopus.'

n Staff supervision sessions and support are effective. The manager ensures that 
regular discussions and group meetings enable staff to identify their own 
strengths and areas for improvement. Staff speak positively about their roles 
and how the manager's support and guidance promote their professional 
development. Staff's well-being is high. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have an excellent knowledge of safeguarding. The manager 
trains staff to understand and implement the safeguarding policy. Staff know the 
procedure to follow when recording and reporting any concerns. They know the 
signs that children may be at risk of abuse and neglect. The manager and staff 
have a very strong understanding of a range of safeguarding issues. They regularly 
attend training to refresh their knowledge.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n continue to support staff to make even better use of interactions with children to 
build further on what they already know and further extend their language and 
vocabulary skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2519695

Local authority Hackney

Inspection number 10232435

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person London Mulberry Nursery And Preschool Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2519694

Telephone number 07501130072

Date of previous inspection 2 March 2022

Information about this early years setting

London Mulberry Nursery And Preschool opened in 2019 and operates from St 
Scholastica Roman Catholic Church Hall, in the London Borough of Hackney. The 
nursery is open each weekday, from 8am to 6pm, for 51 weeks of the year. It 
provides funded early education for children aged two, three and four years. There 
are eight childcare staff. Of these, one holds an appropriate early years 
qualification at level 7 and five hold qualifications at level 2 and above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Laura Rathbone
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager and discussed 
the quality of education. 

n The inspector asked staff questions throughout the inspection to establish their 
understanding of how to safeguard children and how they assess and plan for 
children's learning. 

n The inspector observed children at play throughout the nursery, indoors and 
outdoors.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection and shared what they had 
been learning. 

n Parents shared their views with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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