
Inspection of Greenfield Little School
Greenfield School, Old Woking Road, Woking GU22 8HY

Inspection date: 26 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Babies and toddlers are happy and enjoy their time at the nursery. A gradual 
settling-in process helps even the youngest children to quickly gain confidence in 
their new environment and leave their parents with ease. Babies and toddlers form 
secure attachments with their key person and other staff. Children relish the praise 
they receive from staff, for instance when they learn to pull themselves up to 
standing using the low-level furniture. This has a positive impact on their self-
confidence and supports their physical skills well.

Children benefit from weekly music classes which are led by a member of school 
staff. They enjoy singing nursery rhymes as they move and dance to the songs. 
During the inspection, staff sang 'Five Speckled Frogs' to the children and visually 
animated the song with finger puppets and musical instruments. Furthermore, they 
skilfully weaved in age-appropriate mathematics as they counted down from five to 
one. Children learn the sequence of counting from a young age, which successfully 
supports their future mathematical learning.

All children, including the very youngest, are encouraged to learn independence 
skills from the outset. For example, they make their own choices from the fruit 
snacks on offer and learn to feed themselves independently. Staff sit at the table 
with the children to ensure that all children are closely supervised during 
mealtimes.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff ensure that children experience a language-rich learning environment. Staff 
consistently talk about children's play and routines with them. They speak slowly 
and clearly. For example, during snack time, staff name all the fruit on their 
plate and repeat the words as children make their choices from fruit such as 
melon, orange and mango. Children learn new words and their meaning. This 
further enhances their developing language skills well.

n Children develop strong physical skills. Babies climb on the indoor climbing 
frame, showing high levels of concentration. Their faces light up as they crawl 
through the tunnel. Young children and babies demonstrate self-confidence as 
they cruise and crawl around the nursery, learning to stand up independently. 
This helps them to prepare for their next physical developmental steps. 
However, sometimes, staff do not always notice when some activities become 
busy, such as when lots of children want to use the climbing frame at the same 
time. 

n Overall, children enjoy a good balance between adult-led activities and those 
they choose for themselves. Babies and toddlers have opportunities to engage in 
messy play, including painting with different types of utensils such as pegs with 
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pom-pom balls and sponge brushes. They show curiosity as they dip these into 
paint to create prints and patterns. Young children explore paint textures and 
listen to sounds as they crunch up balls of tin foil. This helps them to strengthen 
their small muscles effectively. However, at times, staff do not always recognise 
when some children are less engaged in the activity than others. This means 
some children's learning and interests are not fully extended.

n Babies and toddlers enjoy healthy, balanced meals and snacks. Staff follow good 
procedures to ensure that children with dietary requirements or specific medical 
needs are catered for. Babies and toddlers learn to develop good table manners, 
appropriate to their age and stage of development.

n The manager and staff fully understand how important it is for toddlers and 
babies to have fresh air and exercise every day. They have many opportunities 
to explore the environment outside. For instance, they enjoy daily walks with 
staff in the grounds of the school, forest school sessions and playing in the 
nursery garden daily. This helps to support their physical well-being and overall 
good health.

n Staff speak positively of the manager and feel they are well supported. Regular 
supervision, team meetings and ongoing training help staff to feel valued, 
supported and content in their role. Staff work well as a team in their own 
rooms and across the nursery. This helps to promote consistency and supports 
children's transition as they move up to the next room.

n Staff work in partnership with parents to provide continuity in children's care 
routines. Staff share information with parents about their children's day and 
their individual achievements. Parents report that their children have made good 
progress and that they are extremely happy with the care the children receive 
from staff.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are committed to safeguarding children. They display a good awareness of 
the signs and symptoms that might indicate that children are at risk of harm. Staff 
have secure knowledge of the procedures to follow should they have concerns 
about children's welfare. Staff continually refresh their good safeguarding 
knowledge and skills, for instance by attending training. Managers follow robust 
recruitment procedures to check that staff are suitable to work with children. The 
provider operates a thorough induction procedure to ensure that those working 
with children are safe to do so. There are regular reviews of staff's ongoing 
suitability. Staff know the procedures to follow should they have concerns about a 
colleague's conduct or practice. Staff risk assess the premises every day and 
practise regular fire drills with the children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n review staff deployment to ensure all children receive the support they need to 
gain the most from activities

n support staff to understand how they can extend children's learning further to 
help keep children engaged and interested. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2619455

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10264527

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 2

Total number of places 21

Number of children on roll 19

Name of registered person Greenfield School

Registered person unique 
reference number 2619456

Telephone number 01483 772525

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Greenfield Little School registered in 2020. The nursery operates from Greenfield 
School, Old Woking Road, Woking. It is open weekdays from 7.30am to 6pm all 
year round, except for bank holidays, four days at Christmas and three days during 
the summer school holidays. The nursery employs seven staff, of whom five have a 
relevant level 3 childcare qualification. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katharina Hill

Inspection report: Greenfield Little School
26 January 2023 5



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager talked to the inspector about how they plan activities and what 
they do to support children's learning and development. Staff also explained the 
procedures they follow to keep children safe. 

n The inspector went on a learning walk with the manager. 
n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the manager of a 

planned activity. 
n The inspector spoke to children and viewed their activities. She spoke to parents 

and considered their views. 
n The inspector viewed relevant documents, including records of paediatric first-

aid training and documents relating to staff suitability.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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