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Inspection of Ecclesall Primary School

High Storrs Road, Ecclesall, Sheffield, South Yorkshire S11 7LG

Inspection dates: 18 and 19 January 2023
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Early years provision Good

Previous inspection grade Good
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What is it like to attend this school?

Ecclesall Primary School is a vibrant place to learn. From children’s first days in
Reception, staff and older pupils welcome everyone into the school community.
Pupils are happy and motivated to learn. Ambition and striving to be the best you
can be are part of the mindset at Ecclesall. A great start in early years provides
children with the confidence to believe that anything is possible, no matter what
their background and starting point may be.

Leaders have created a curriculum with subject content that is diverse and rich. The
content in different subjects is well thought through. In mathematics, reading and
history, teachers bring the subject to life with carefully chosen resources. In some
subjects, this motivates pupils to read more about the topics covered. Pupils are
keen to share with adults their depth of knowledge from an early age.

Pupils behave in a positive manner for the vast majority of the time. Staff quickly
address and support pupils who become distracted and bring them back on task
instantly. Bullying is extremely rare. Pupils feel safe in school and know who to
speak to if they have any worries. They have complete trust in adults to sort out any
issues that may arise.

Opportunities to extend wider interests and talents pupils have are in place. Clubs,
educational visits and residential activities are well attended.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The school is inclusive. Pupils, including those with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND), study a broad and balanced curriculum. The special educational
needs coordinator (SENCo) provides detailed information to staff relating to pupils
with SEND. Staff use the pupil information provided to them to ensure all pupils are
supported fully in lessons.

Leaders have refined the content of all subject curriculum documents. Reading and
computing have particularly new content. Subject leaders in these areas provide
useful guidance for teachers. In computing, teachers demonstrate strong subject
knowledge and know how to teach important concepts effectively. Pupils use the
subject-specific language appropriately to describe their work.

In subjects such as mathematics and history, teachers check to confirm what pupils
know and remember. Activities are closely matched to pupils’ prior knowledge.
However, in other subject areas, the use of assessment is not as developed as it
could be. This is limiting how knowledge is built over time. Leaders are clear that
this is the next step they need to refine and improve. Plans are in place to address
this.
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In the early years foundation stage (EYFS), the inside and outside provision is well
thought out. The connection between different areas of learning is seamless. Staff
know the children very well. This allows them to support the children well. Children
enjoy the variety of resources to explore, from taking the ‘log dogs’ for a walk to
creating their own book based on the story of the week. Children are confident in
the EYFS.

Leaders prioritise reading. Pupils, when asked to name their favourite book,
struggled to do so. This is because ‘there are so many to choose from’, said one
pupil. Strong subject knowledge helps pupils to understand the books they read very
well. Recently, Year 6 pupils read ‘Goodnight Mr. Tom'. Their understanding of the
Second World War from history lessons enabled them to speak with an awareness of
the context of the book. Staff teach phonics daily. Leaders have ensured that
understanding of phonics is strong through staff training. A small number of pupils
require additional support to help them to read fluently. The support pupils receive is
not focused enough on the gaps pupils have in their phonic knowledge. At times,
the help given does not align with the whole-school approach to phonics.

Support is planned for pupils who have additional learning needs. Training and
support offered from the SENCo ensure that pupils’ needs are fully understood by
teaching staff. A team of dedicated teaching assistants skilfully supports pupils.

There are clear expectations for pupils’ behaviour. Training has ensured that staff
can deal with different situations that may arise. This helps to avoid disruptions to
learning. Support to help pupils refine their behaviour is effective at reducing
repeated mistakes.

The personal, social, health and economic education curriculum teaches pupils about
a range of issues. Pupils know how to stay safe, both online and in the community.
They appreciate differences and value different beliefs. Pupils share their opinions
and thoughts in a mature manner. Positions of responsibility, such as the school
council, are prestigious. Pupils enjoy playing an active part in whole-school decision-
making.

Governors have a wealth of experience and easy access to training. This supports
them in carrying out their statutory roles and responsibilities diligently. Governors
know the school and staff extremely well. Staff feel valued and supported by
leaders.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders ensure that all staff have the background checks required for working at the
school. Safer recruitment training is up to date and applied in practice.

Governors actively support processes and policies that promote safeguarding. There
is a clear, effective system in place for reporting and recording information. The staff
know when and how to report concerns about a pupil.
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What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B The planned support sessions for a small number of pupils in reading are not
consistently aligned with the school’s approach to teaching phonics. As a result,
these pupils do not improve their reading as quickly as they could. Leaders need
to ensure that the additional help provided to pupils matches the chosen method
for teaching phonics.

m Wider curriculum assessment is not fully developed. This means that teachers
cannot be sure that the curriculum is having the desired effect on pupils acquiring
knowledge. Leaders should ensure that assessment provides information that
helps teachers understand what pupils have learned.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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Headteacher
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Information about this school

Ofsted

107025
Sheffield
10255572

Primary

Maintained

4to11

Mixed

620

The governing body

Kevin Corke

Emma Hardy
www.ecclesallprimary.co.uk

30 January 2018, under section 8 of the
Education Act 2005

B School leaders do not currently use alternative provision for any pupils.

B The school has before- and after-school provision run by a separately registered

provider.

Information about this inspection

The inspector(s) carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education

Act 2005.

B Inspectors carried out deep dives in the following subjects: early reading,
mathematics, history, computing and physical education. For each deep dive,
inspectors met with curriculum leaders, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to
teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning, and looked at samples of

pupils” work.

B Inspectors observed pupils at different points in the school day and held

discussions with several pupils.
B A meeting was held with governors.
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B A representative from Learn Sheffield met the lead inspector.
B Inspectors met with support staff.

m Information regarding pupils’ attendance and behaviour was scrutinised.

B Inspectors visited the early years separately, in addition to lesson visits linked to
deep dives.

B Inspectors met with the designated safeguarding lead to discuss the
arrangements in place to safeguard all members of the school community.

B Inspectors scrutinised checks that leaders make on the suitability of staff, and
other safeguarding records.

B Inspectors spoke to parents before and after school.

B The responses to Ofsted’s surveys for pupils, staff and parents were also
considered.

Inspection team

Richard Jones, lead inspector His Majesty's Inspector

Ian Toon Ofsted Inspector

Stephen Long Ofsted Inspector

Philippa Kermotschuk His Majesty's Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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