
Inspection of Brightwell Pre-School
Brightwell Primary School, Greenmere, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell OX10 0QH

Inspection date: 9 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children receive a warm, friendly welcome as they arrive. They demonstrate a 
good understanding of the expectations as they hang up their bags and remove 
their shoes before coming inside. Staff have high expectations for all children and, 
generally, support their learning well. Warm relationships between staff and 
children help children to develop a strong sense of belonging. Children show that 
they feel safe, secure and are ready to learn. Staff teach children about kindness 
and respect, which contributes to their good behaviour.

Children learn how to stay safe, taking controlled risks throughout the day. For 
example, they confidently climb up a large grassy bank and run down the other 
side shrieking with joy. Staff praise their achievements and children repeat the 
activity, showing obvious pride in their success.

Children, particularly those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND), receive individual, tailored support. Their needs are well met. Staff actively 
engage and share information with other professionals, support parents and help 
to ensure children reach their full potential.

Children are offered good opportunities to be part of, and find out about, their own 
community. Their own experiences are broadened, as they make regular trips to 
the park, shops and allotments. They also visit the local duck pond, where they 
learn about maps and directions.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnerships with parents are very good. Parents share information with staff 
about children's interests and abilities each term. Staff use this information to 
incorporate into their individual planning for each child and share this with 
parents. Parents understand what their children need to achieve next and how 
to extend on their learning at home. They comment that the pre-school is 
'home-from-home' and staff are attentive to children's individual care needs. 
They feel that their children make good progress in their learning.

n The manager and staff have created an exciting curriculum that encourages 
children to develop in all seven areas of the early years foundation stage, 
indoors and outdoors. Children creatively use props to support their imagination. 
They dress themselves in role-play costumes, create stories around their play 
and invite others to play with them. Children create models of dragons using 
malleable materials. They talk about dragons breathing fire and roll out sausage 
shapes with their hands for legs. They proudly tell others about what they have 
made.

n Staff use their knowledge of the children and their experiences to plan 
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appropriate, inspiring activities. For example, children enjoy joining in with 'The 
Bear Hunt'. They act out the story doing the actions and making the sounds for 
the different areas in the story. Staff join children as they play and engage them 
in discussions about what they are doing. However, staff sometimes do not fully 
stretch and challenge children's vocabulary and mathematical skills during play 
activities.

n Leaders have a clear intent of what they want children to learn. Staff are skilled 
at sequencing children's learning. Overall, their quality of teaching is good. 
However, on occasion, staff do not plan group activities or organise routines to 
ensure that all children are consistently engaged in meaningful learning.

n Staff build strong relationships with the children. Key persons know children's 
personal preferences and interests well. Staff gather detailed information from 
parents when children start, so that they have a good understanding of 
children's starting points and how to meet their individual needs.

n Children with SEND are supported very well. Care plans are in place and are well 
understood by key persons. Staff signpost parents to local support services, 
where appropriate. The manager has undertaken a relevant qualification to 
further strengthen this work.

n Staff encourage children to have a go as they pour their own drinks and manage 
their own lunch boxes. The wide curriculum, which takes account of children's 
interests, helps them to secure the skills they will need in preparation for their 
next stage of learning and when the time comes, for school.

n Staff work well together as a team. They feel valued and respected by 
management and are encouraged to attend tailored training to support them 
with the skills they need in their role. For example, staff have attended training 
to enable children to self-regulate their behaviour and supporting children with 
toilet training.

n  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The committee, the manager and staff have a secure and confident knowledge and 
understanding of all safeguarding and child protection policies and procedures. This 
includes having a good awareness of the signs and symptoms of abuse to be 
vigilant for. They know who they would contact to seek advice and how to raise 
and follow up on potential concerns. This includes knowing how to manage any 
allegations against staff or the manager. Staff complete detailed risk assessments 
to help keep children safe and minimise risk. They have completed useful training 
to support their understanding of how to manage any challenging behaviour 
effectively and safely. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n review the planning and organisation of group activities and routines to ensure 
that all children are engaged in meaningful learning

n develop staff interactions with children during play, so that they consistently 
stretch and challenge children in their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 133712

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10265377

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 19

Name of registered person Brightwell Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904627

Telephone number 01491 826387

Date of previous inspection 5 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

Brightwell Pre-School registered in 1992 and is situated the village of Brightwell-
cum-Sotwell, in Oxfordshire. Pre-school sessions are during term time only from 
8.45am until 4.45pm Monday to Wednesday and from 8.45 until 2.45 Thursday and 
Friday. The pre-school offers funded education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children. There are 10 members of staff, the manager holds an early years teacher 
qualification and four staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Chris Lamey
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the provider. 

n Children spoke to and played with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 

about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individuals about the leadership and 

management of the setting. 
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children and spoke to 

staff about children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of a group activity with the 

manager.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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