
Inspection of Little Stones Pre-School
Mosse Memorial Hall, St. Richards Way, Bognor Regis, West Sussex PO21 3BD

Inspection date: 8 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are full of smiles and laughter as they arrive at the pre-school. They are 
warmly greeted with a cuddle by supportive staff. Children hang up their coats on 
their named pegs, showing a good awareness of the pre-school routine. They seek 
out their friends and immediately begin to play with interesting resources. Children 
giggle as they play in a tepee, making 'soup' for 'dinosaur roar'. They pretend to 
feed soup to toy dinosaurs and demonstrate supportive relationships with each 
other. They notice when their friends need help. For example, children help each 
other to open packets at lunchtime. Children understand that they need to eat their 
savoury food before they can have their 'yummies'. 

Children benefit from a fun and stimulating curriculum which is designed to meet 
their individual needs. Staff identify what children need to learn next and then plan 
a suitable range of learning experiences. Children show high levels of enthusiasm 
as they make use of all the interesting resources. For example, children squeal with 
delight as they find a 'big, juicy' spider in the outdoor area. They dig in mud to 
catch it and carefully place it in a pot. They extend their own learning by using 
magnifying glasses to study their find and excitedly discuss the spider with friends 
and staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The knowledgeable manager leads her team well. She is an effective role model 
for staff, as she demonstrates friendly and supportive interactions with children. 
The manager encourages all staff to attend frequent training opportunities to 
improve their knowledge and practice. Staff choose courses which will help to 
support children in their key groups using additional funding appropriately. For 
instance, recent training on managing children's behaviour has supported staff 
to have a consistent approach when dealing with unwanted incidents. Overall, 
children's behaviour is good but on occasion younger children struggle to 
maintain concentration in large-group activities. At these times, staff are not 
fully effective in supporting children to gain the skills they need to sit, listen and 
engage well.

n Partnership with parents is a strength of the pre-school. Staff build positive 
working relationships with parents and share ideas for children's learning and 
development. Parents talk about the pre-school being 'wonderful and very 
supportive', and comment that their children's speech has improved since joining 
the pre-school. Staff offer parents advice and guidance on issues such as potty 
training. Flexible settling-in sessions are offered to parents in order to allow 
children to settle quickly. This allows staff to understand children's needs and 
interests from the beginning. Parents are invited to share their ideas and 
opinions of the pre-school. They are welcome in the setting to be a 'mystery 
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reader' to read new stories to the children. 
n The manager monitors practice honestly and effectively. She recognises 

strengths and weaknesses in practice, and relays this back to staff. Children 
enjoy an activity about dinosaurs and fossils. They learn new vocabulary from 
the 'words of the week', such as 'extinct'. Children are encouraged to discuss 
past events such as whether they have ever been to a museum to see dinosaur 
bones. Staff ask purposeful questions to children to extend their learning. 
However, on occasion staff do not give children sufficient time to think or 
respond appropriately to questions. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities make good progress. 
Staff recognise when children need additional support. They work effectively 
with external agencies and local schools to support children's learning. Staff 
skilfully adapt activities as appropriate to ensure that all children have access to 
the same opportunities. For example, staff use simple sign language to ensure 
children can understand instructions effectively. 

n Children develop their independence skills well. They put on their own coats 
before going out into the outside area. Staff provide exciting learning activities 
for children. For instance, children show a good attitude to learning as they 
enjoy forest school activities, such as searching for bugs and insects. Children 
show good concentration skills as they excitedly pick up worms they have found, 
and staff encourage children to compare the length of the worms. Children are 
encouraged to take controlled risks at the pre-school, such as toasting 
marshmallows by an open fire. They show confidence in their play as they laugh 
while coming down a slide arms first.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have a good understanding of how to keep children safe. They 
can identify signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. 
Managers ensure that staff keep their safeguarding knowledge up to date by 
providing regular training and by posing scenarios. Staff know the correct reporting 
procedure to follow, including whistle-blowing if they are concerned about the 
conduct of a colleague. Robust recruitment procedures are in place to ensure that 
staff working with children are suitable. The manager continues to assess staff's 
suitability through discussions and regular supervision meetings.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop strategies to help younger children remain consistently engaged during 
group activities, to help them stay interested and involved

n give children enough time to think about and reflect on questions asked, to best 
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support their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2600697

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10263022

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Charnick, Ami

Registered person unique 
reference number 2600696

Telephone number 07368109455

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Stones Pre-School registered in October 2020. It operates in Aldwick, West 
Sussex. It is open on Mondays, 9am to 2pm and Tuesday to Friday, 9 am to 3 pm, 
term time only. The pre-school receives funding to provide free early years 
education to two-, three- and four-year-old children. There are six members of 
staff, one of whom holds a relevant level 5 qualification, and two hold relevant 
level 3 qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Leake
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and took that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they intend for the children to learn. 

n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation on a member of staff.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, both indoors 

and outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning.
n A meeting was held between the inspector and the manager. The inspector 

looked at relevant documentation and saw evidence about the suitability of staff.
n The inspector talked to staff and the children at appropriate times during the 

inspection.
n Parents shared their views of the pre-school with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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