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Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children separate happily from their parents and quickly settle into the routines of
the nursery. They form emotional bonds with their key person and will actively
seek them out for reassurance if they feel upset or tired. Children's behaviour is
good. They learn to share, take turns and use their manners, with gentle reminders
from the friendly staff. Children receive praise and encouragement for their
achievements, which helps to boost their self-esteem and confidence.

All children, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities,
make good progress from their starting points. They enjoy a good balance of
enjoyable adult-led and child-initiated play experiences. Children become deeply
engaged in their play and make independent choices about what they would like to
do.

Children have daily opportunities to play and exercise in the fresh air and develop
good physical skills. They have lots of fun as they ride on wheeled toys with
balance and coordination. They learn to navigate the space available and know to
take care not to bump into others. Babies practise their emerging walking skills
using walkers and pull themselves up to standing at low-level furniture.

Children learn about the world around them and the changing seasons. They enjoy
going on walks in the village and visit the local church. Children are supported to
develop an awareness of the diverse world they live in. They learn about different
cultures and festivals that are celebrated during the year, such as Chinese New
Year and Diwali.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The newly appointed manager has worked hard with staff to address the actions
raised at the last inspection. She is passionate about her role and strives for
continuous improvement. The manager regularly liaises with the local authority
early years adviser to identify areas for further improvement. She has
successfully introduced a new approach to planning, to help staff plan a
curriculum that closely follows children's interests and what they need to learn
next.

W Parent partnerships are good. The manager and staff communicate daily with
parents, both verbally and through an online learning journey, to ensure that
parents are involved in their children's care and learning. Feedback from parents
is complimentary.

W Staff say they are happy in their roles and feel supported and valued by the
manager. They have regular staff meetings and benefit from supervisions, which
focus on staff well-being. However, supervisions are not focused enough on

Inspection report: Springfields Day Nursery 2
7 February 2023



Oféted

staff's continuous development. For example, the manager does not set
measurable and specific targets or identify training and coaching that staff may
need to raise the quality of their practice to an even higher level.

B The manager ensures that children receive any additional funding they are
entitled to. However, the owner and manager do not always consider how
funding, such as pupil premium, can be best spent to support children's
individual learning needs. This means that the impact additional funding has on
helping to close any gaps in children's learning is not routinely checked, to
ensure funding has had a positive impact.

m Children's communication and language skills are supported well. Staff's
interactions with children are positive. They give children time to think and
respond to questions, narrate their play and introduce new words to support
their growing vocabulary.

m Children enjoy taking part in activities at group circle time. Staff encourage
children to listen and respond to others and develop a positive attitude to
learning. For example, older children are encouraged to put their hands up and
take turns in large-group discussions.

m Children develop a love of books and singing. Older children recall stories and
confidently share their thoughts. Babies snuggle up to staff, look at books
together and enjoy singing nursery rhymes. They join in with actions while
singing 'Wind the Bobbin up'.

m Children are eager to learn and show that they can follow instructions. For
example, toddlers have lots of fun as they help to make dough. They use their
fine motor skills and concentrate as they weigh out different ingredients using
weighing scales. This helps children to learn about mathematical concepts such
as weight and measure, number recognition and counting.

m Children develop good independence and self-care skills. They are supported
from a young age to wash their hands and faces after meals. Older children
learn to use a knife safely to cut up their fruit for snack time.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The new manager and staff team have a good understanding of their
responsibilities to keep children safe. All staff have completed safeguarding
training, ensuring children's safety and protection are a priority. Staff are aware of
possible signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. They are
mindful of safeguarding concerns, such as the 'Prevent’ duty. The manager has a
safe recruitment procedure in place to check the suitability of adults working with
children. Staff conduct daily risk assessments of all areas used by the children, to
ensure their safety.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
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W strengthen the structure for staff supervisions to focus more sharply on
providing clear targets for professional development, to help raise the quality of
practice to the highest level

W use additional funding that children receive more effectively, to support
children's individual needs and development directly and help them make the
best possible progress.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Information about this early

Ofsted

EY550378

Staffordshire

10243359

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
Oto 4

59
43
Springfields Day Nursery Ltd

RP550377

01785 851710
27 April 2022

years setting

Springfields Day Nursery originally registered in 2002 and re-registered as a limited
company in 2017. The nursery is located in Eccleshall, Stafford. The nursery
employs seven members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early
years qualifications at level 3. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year

round. Sessions are from 7.30am until
education for two-year-old children.

6pm. The nursery provides funded free early

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Angela Hulme
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Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to look at
how the curriculum is planned to meet children's needs and development.

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities outdoors and
assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

B A meeting was held between the inspector and the manager to discuss
leadership and management arrangements.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and checked the evidence of the
suitability of the staff working in the nursery.

B Parents shared their views on the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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