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Inspection date: 8 February 2023
Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children engage in a wide range of stimulating learning experiences that help them
to develop their knowledge and skills. The well-planned environment considers
children's current interests and supports their learning. For instance, they decide to
use magnifying glasses to get a closer look at bugs outside after looking at the
toy's ones inside. They show great care as they look at how many legs the spider
has.

Children are cared for by a consistent staff team, who are truly passionate about
the job they do. Children have extremely secure attachments with the dedicated
and enthusiastic staff. Settling-in sessions for new children are tailored to suit the
individual needs of children and families. Staff get to know parents and children
well before they start at the setting. This helps children to settle quickly and feel
safe and secure in the nursery.

Children's behaviour is excellent. They learn to manage their feelings and emotions
and treat one another with kindness. Children are gaining in confidence to talk
about their feelings and emotions. For example, through activities such as the
'colour monster'. They learn to consider the impact of how they are feeling has on
others, and what they can do to help their friends. Children have a sense of self.
They have access to their family photos in each room that they explore.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

W Staff are inspirational teachers and have exceptional knowledge of child
development and the skills children need for their future learning. They know
their key children exceptionally well. Staff continuously assess what children
know and can do, planning precisely for their next steps in learning.

m Children relish learning about nature and wildlife. Children explain that birds
need food during winter, and they make bird feeders out of seeds and fat.
Children observe the changing seasons outside and make observational
drawings of trees commenting, 'They have no leaves now as it is winter.'

m Children develop mathematical language, as staff expertly thread it through their
activities. For example, children count how many oranges there are at snack
time and discuss with staff the difference between a 'full' and 'half' a banana.

W It is evident that children are developing a love of stories and books. They turn
the pages carefully and read to their friends, making sure that they are
comfortable and can see the pictures. Children recap what happens in a story
and are able to identify the title and author of the book.

m Children demonstrate consistently positive attitudes to their play and learning.
For example, children delight in making their own decisions and solving
problems. For example, in their construction play, they decide where to place
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tubes to make tunnels to the castle they construct. Children dress up in hard
hats and jackets and comment, 'They are just like builders.'

B Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are extremely
well supported. Staff provide detailed care plans and work cohesively with other
professionals to help children with SEND to receive expert support, helping them
to make the best possible progress.

B Managers understand the needs of children very well and use funding to target
interventions for children. In addition, the nursery provides a wide range of
extra-curricular activities to keep children active and engage them in different
aspects of learning. For instance, staff provide dance classes, swimming sessions
and soft-play sessions for children.

m Staff use the knowledge and skills gained from training to provide daily
intervention sessions to boost children's communication and language
development. Children are engaged in consistently high-quality interactions, as
practitioners use clear and correct pronunciation of words. As a result, children
are making rapid progress in their language and communication.

W Partnerships with parents are excellent. Staff invite parents into the setting
regularly to discuss their child's development and next steps in learning. They
send ideas for activities to parents to continue their children's learning at home.
Parents speak highly of the setting and say they are 'amazed' at what their
children know.

B The manager and staff are passionate about providing children with high-quality
experiences. They display genuine commitment to their work with children. Staff
conscientiously consult with parents and evaluate their curriculum to ensure that
it meets the needs of all the children. Staff attend regular training to ensure that
their knowledge is up to date.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers ensure that children's safety is the highest priority. All staff understand
their responsibilities to keep children safe. They have an excellent understanding of
the possible signs that a child may be at risk of harm. Staff receive regular training
in child protection. The designated safeguarding lead ensures that this knowledge
remains up to date by providing regular updates and questions to test out staff's
knowledge. Children are taught about the importance of keeping themselves safe.
For example, they know that if they want to bounce outside on hoppers to look for
a clear space.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY338395

North Yorkshire

10265292

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
Oto 10

90
156
Jack & Jills Nursery School Ltd

RP904919

01845 526746
1 June 2017

Information about this early years setting

Jack and Jills Nursery School registered in 2006 and is located in Thirsk. The
setting employs 25 members of childcare staff. Of these, 13 hold appropriate early
years qualifications at level 3 or above, including one who holds qualified teacher
status. The setting opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from
7.30am until 6pm on Monday to Thursday and 7.30am until 5.30pm on Friday. The
setting provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Dent
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of
the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

B The inspector observed activities and the quality of staff's interactions with
children. She spoke to the manager, staff and children at appropriate times
throughout the inspection.

B The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views.

B The manager and the inspector completed a joint observation together.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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