
Inspection of Northern Performance 
Academy & Performatots
Northern Performance Academy, End of Anchor Road, Harrogate, North Yorkshire 
HG1 4TA

Inspection date: 7 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are warmly welcomed into this wonderfully inviting and stimulating 
environment. Experienced and highly qualified staff carefully consider and choose 
the type of resources and experiences that are presented to children. Children 
show high levels of curiosity and a sense of wonder in their learning. For example, 
during a unique birthday walk children sing and celebrate the earth revolving 
around the sun for each year of a child's birth. They celebrate the life of the child, 
as children and staff offer words of thanks and best wishes. This helps children to 
feel safe and secure. 

Children develop their emotional literacy through speech and drama classes in their 
wonderful theatre. Specialist drama teachers support children to identify feelings 
using coloured scarves. Children use a red scarf to depict an angry emotion. They 
skilfully use their words to explain their feelings. A child places a calm coloured 
scarf around the child and says, 'I'll protect you.' Children learn to understand their 
emotions and develop a positive mental attitude.

Children benefit from staff who are exceptional role models and are passionate 
about the care and learning they provide. Children learn excellent manners, take 
turns and show respect for each other's feelings. They demonstrate a caring nature 
as they look after Betsy Bunny in their outdoor area. As a result, children's 
behaviour is exemplary.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The highly qualified staff team have high expectations and work tirelessly to 
ensure children have the knowledge and skills to be confident learners. The arts 
inspired curriculum encourages children to be creative, to develop their 
imagination and critical thinking and give them the language skills to express 
their feelings, needs and wants. 

n Children learn exceptional speech and language skills. This is embedded in all 
activities provided for the children. For example, during music and dance 
children use 'forte' and 'piano' to describe the sounds of their music. As they 
stretch the dough, they explain this is because of the gluten in the flour. 
Children make excellent progress in their communication and language 
development, including those who speak English as an additional language.

n Children demonstrate their understanding of mathematics. Children show good 
problem-solving skills as they decide to add more or less flour and water to their 
play dough mixture until the consistency is how they want it.  

n In the learning kitchen, children are taught how to prepare fresh food and use 
tools safely. They learn the importance of good hygiene, healthy food and 
making good choices. For example, children carefully use knives under 
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supervision. They remove the seeds from the peppers before chopping them up 
with the courgettes to make a pasta sauce for lunch. 

n Children show tremendous levels of independence. This is evident at lunchtime 
in the setting's wonderful bistro. Children wash their hands before choosing 
where to sit. Children serve themselves their pasta that children helped prepare 
earlier. They pour their own drinks and add cheese to their pasta. They 
thoughtfully help their friends. Children are superbly prepared for their next 
stage in learning.  

n Children are taught the importance of keeping themselves safe. They learn to 
look and assess an activity and implement learned safety procedures. For 
example, all children take part in a fire safety week and are able to demonstrate 
important life saving skills, such as drop and roll. They transition around the vast 
building with ease as they sing a song which reminds them how to do this 
safely. As a result, children learn the skills and knowledge to keep themselves 
safe.

n Management and staff are inspirational in their vision for providing children with 
exceptional and unique learning experiences. They are dedicated in developing 
the skills and knowledge of all staff to ensure the best outcomes for children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities.  

n Partnership with parents is exceptional. Staff provide parents with the skills and 
knowledge to continue and extend their child's learning and development at 
home. Workshops and events are held that help parents understand how 
children learn. For example, pyjama story time focused on the importance of 
reading stories together, introduce new words and develop a love of story 
telling. Parents describe the work the inspirational staff provide them and their 
children as 'mind blowing'.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff are very clear about their roles and responsibilities in keeping children safe. 
There is a training plan in place. This ensures staff maintain their high level of 
understanding regarding identifying the signs and symptoms that may indicate a 
child could be at risk of harm. Staff understand the procedures to follow and who 
to contact if they have a child protection concern regarding a child or adult. All staff 
hold a paediatric first-aid certificate. Daily safety checks are thoroughly completed 
to ensure children are safe and secure.   
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2638837

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10277111

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 82

Name of registered person Nevett, Kelly Rebecca

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908784

Telephone number 07944315468

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Northern Performance Academy & Performatots registered in 2021. It is located in 
Harrogate. The provider employs 12 members of childcare staff. Of these all are 
qualified to level 2 or above, including staff with qualified teacher status and early 
years teacher staus. The setting supports three level 3 apprentice students. The 
setting is open, Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm, throughout the year. The setting 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.   

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jo Clark
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Inspection activities

n This was the first inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to 
understand how the early years provision and curriculum are organised.

n The inspector made observations throughout the inspection of children's 
experiences in the setting and assessed the impact that this was having on 
children's learning. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about their experiences in the setting.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n A meeting was held with the manager. This included a review of relevant 

documentation, including staff suitability and training. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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