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Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous

inspection Outstanding
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this wonderfully effective setting. The childminder has created a
highly ambitious and challenging curriculum. She uses her superb knowledge of the
children to plan activities that excite and engage them. The childminder places a
high priority on providing an extensive range of activities that build and shape
children's understanding of the world. For example, the children explore the
seaside town and learn about beach safety. They have become junior Royal
National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) members, as this is a huge part of the
community where they live.

Children show incredibly high levels of happiness and security. They respond
positively to the childminder when she asks them to tidy away. Children
demonstrate impeccable behaviour. When praised for completing a task, children
say, 'Thank you', and beam with pride. They are incredibly confident and showcase
their accomplished social skills through their play.

Children are making exceptional progress in their learning. They learn about the
cold weather and search for birds in the local woods with their binoculars. Children
make bird feeders, which they take home to place in their gardens. They learn
about the properties of ice and use tools to remove objects that have been frozen
in ice blocks.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Children access a broad and ambitious curriculum. The childminder uses her
expert knowledge of child development to create learning experiences that
challenge and extend children's knowledge and skills. The progressive curriculum
ensures that children make rapid progress in their learning. For example, they
use prior knowledge of cold weather to learn about ice. The childminder extends
this further to teach children about the Arctic and Antarctic. As a result,
children's knowledge of the wider world is constantly expanding.

m Children consistently build on what they already know and can do. The
childminder skilfully weaves prior teaching and learning into play. For example,
at the dough table, children practise their cutting skills with small plastic
scissors. They develop the important muscle strength and fine motor skills in
readiness for using bigger scissors. Mathematical concepts and vocabulary are
expertly entwined into play. Children extend their already impressive knowledge
as they engage in enjoyable activities. They count objects with confidence and
match quantities to numerals. Children recognise a wide range of colours and
the effects of mixing two colours together. They accurately name letter sounds
and identify the letters in their names with confidence.

m Children radiate enjoyment and positivity as they learn. They approach all
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activities with excitement and enthusiasm. Children construct a pyramid from a
range of pieces. The childminder uses language such as 'smallest’, 'small' and
'biggest’ when supporting children with the construction. They use their superb
concentration and problem-solving skills to successfully construct the pyramid.
Children show excitement and ask to do it again. They are developing an
infectious 'can do' attitude to their learning.

B The childminder fully recognises that children arrive at her setting with different
experiences. The well-structured and inclusive curriculum substantially enhances
and extends experiences for all children. For example, children have adopted a
lemur and are junior RNLI members. Children engage in a range of celebrations
to develop their cultural awareness and positive sense of identity. The
childminder helped children to understand about the war in Ukraine. They
collected donations to show their support.

B The childminder is incredibly passionate and enthusiastic about her work with
children. She demonstrates a 'can do' attitude that transfers to children. She
regularly reviews the impact of the curriculum on children's learning and quickly
identifies areas for improvement and ways to propel children's learning. The
childminder gathers regular feedback from parents about her service and speaks
with local schools about their expectations and how she can best prepare
children for school. Teachers are invited to the setting during the summer term
to meet the children. This results in seamless transitions between the setting
and school.

W Parents are exceptionally happy with the care and education their children
receive. They consistently commend her for broadening children's experiences
and supporting their learning. They feel confident that their children are kept
safe and experience high-quality care.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has developed robust and effective systems to help keep children
safe. She is able to recognise the signs and symptoms of abuse. The childminder
ensures that her knowledge of child protection is kept up to date. This means that
she has a secure understanding of what to do in the event of a concern. The
childminder has created a safe and secure environment. She has protocols in place
for administering medicines and responding to medical emergencies. Children with
specific medical conditions have care plans in place. The childminder teaches
children how to stay safe while on outings, and they practise regular fire drills.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY217880

Local authority Southend-on-Sea
Inspection humber 10276545

Type of provision Childminder
SN A
Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2t09

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 9

Date of previous inspection 20 July 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1981. She lives in Southend-on-Sea, Essex. She
operates all year round, from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank
holidays and family holidays. The childminder provides funded early education for
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Clare Ford

Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the
childminder.

B The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they
ensure it is safe and suitable.

m The childminder and inspector discussed how the curriculum had been
implemented and the impact this has had on children's learning.

m Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the
impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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