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2PH

Inspection date: 2 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children come happily in to play and and separate from parents easily as they look 
for their friends. Staff are very warm and welcoming, and children feel safe and 
secure. Parents are relaxed as they leave their children here, as they know they 
will be well cared for. Staff are attentive and sensitive to the children's needs. For 
example, staff offer reassurance to children who are settling by mirroring routines 
from home. 

Children look to staff for praise and support, both of which are freely given. At 
carpet time, staff encourage children to share their news with their friends. 
Children talk about their experiences from the weekend or sing a song they have 
made up. This helps to build the children's self-esteem and prepares them well for 
school. 

Staff ensure that children are learning in a sequenced way. They check that 
children understand before moving on to a new topic. Children respond well to 
instructions from staff and are eager to answer questions to show what they know. 
For example, they recall that a flamingo is 'a big, pink bird'.

Staff have high expectations for all children including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. They monitor children's progress well and identify when 
some children need extra support. All children progress well. Parents comment that 
they receive good communication from staff who have time to listen.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff are excellent role models and children are polite and well behaved. 
Children know what is expected of them and they are familiar with the routines. 
For example, they quickly line up to wash their hands before snack time. 
Children are learning about how to keep themselves healthy.

n Staff plan enticing activities for children to explore and children are inquisitive. 
They are engaged for long periods in den-making and a construction activity 
using large wooden blocks. Children demonstrate their problem-solving skills 
with the blocks as they build a 'bridge'. They show that they are resilient 
learners as they move the blocks around until they have successfully and 
proudly completed their task. 

n Children play together happily and demonstrate positive friendships. For 
example, older children support younger friends when playing a board game 
when they are unsure of the rules. However, during minor disputes, staff do not 
always support children to learn that their actions can have an impact on others.

n The manager is very proud of her staff and her setting. She is enthusiastic and 
dedicated to providing children with the best possible start in life. She values her 
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staff team, many of whom have been here for many years. Together, the team 
work well together to create a nurturing environment for children. They often 
evaluate the setting to promote continuous improvement.

n Staff support children to develop a love of books. Children listen intently as staff 
narrate stories in an expressive way. They encourage children to participate and 
make predictions about what will happen next. When children suggest an 
answer, staff ask their peers to debate if they are right. Children are developing 
confidence to think and discuss topics openly. 

n Staff help to extend the children's vocabulary and give them time to absorb new 
words, such as 'indestructible'. Skilful staff break the work down into 
manageable syllables and ask the children to repeat them together, which they 
do with pride. 

n Children are active and have plenty of opportunities to play outside. They have 
access to a wide range of resources and equipment, which help them to develop 
their physical skills and coordination. Children run and jump and ride on bikes 
and scooters. 

n The setting is community based, and children learn about different people, 
cultures and beliefs through books, activities and discussions. Children enjoy 
walks to the local shops, library, and post office. They are learning about the 
world around them. However, staff do not always support children to learn 
about technology in everyday routines.

n Children's well-being and enjoyment are central to everything that the staff do. 
Their focus is being with the children, teaching as they talk and play. Parents 
state that the staff 'make the children's happiness their goal.'

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that all staff have access to safeguarding training and that 
staff keep their knowledge up to date. Staff can identify signs and symptoms of all 
forms of abuse and who they should alert if they have concerns for a child's 
welfare. Regular staff meetings prompt safeguarding discussions so any concerns 
are monitored and acted upon. The manager follows strict vetting procedures when 
recruiting staff so that all staff are suitable to work with children. New staff receive 
a thorough induction, to ensure that they are familiar with all safeguarding policies 
and procedures.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support children to understand that their actions can have an impact on others
n use opportunities within daily routines and throughout the session to talk to 

children about technology in the world around us.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY331874

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10263941

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Aldred, Margaret Susan

Registered person unique 
reference number RP513081

Telephone number 07980492956

Date of previous inspection 17 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

Magic Roundabout Pre School registered in 2006. The privately owned pre-school is 
situated in Winton, Bournemouth and is open Monday to Thursday, from 9am until 
2pm, during school terms only. The pre-school receives funding to provide free 
early years education for children aged two, three and four years. There are six 
staff employed. Of these, two hold childcare qualifications at level 3 and two hold 
qualifications at level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Fiona Whitwell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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