
Childminder report

Inspection date: 1 February 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in the care of this highly experienced childminder. They follow their 
own interests as they choose activities. The childminder skilfully builds on what 
they know as they play. She teaches them how to share toy food during a teddy 
bear's picnic. She extends their vocabulary as they use their imaginations to create 
different foods using play dough. The childminder enthusiastically plays hide and 
seek with them. The children develop their counting skills and squeal with delight 
when they find her hiding in the play tent.

The children benefit from being able to play in the large front and back gardens. 
They learn about growth through planting peas to eat and planting sunflowers 
seeds as part of a competition to see how tall they can grow. They develop 
physical skills through climbing on the play equipment and playing ball games, such 
as football. Children confidently ask the childminder to play in the garden on their 
favourite toys.

The childminder takes the children on regular outings to develop their social skills 
and confidence in larger groups. For example, they play alongside other children at 
toddler groups and in the library. She also takes them out to broaden their 
experiences, such as to see the cows at a local farm shop. The children 
enthusiastically recall their outings.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The childminder develops children's independence very well. She patiently 
teaches children how to use zips on their lunch boxes and to put on their aprons 
when painting. Young children learn how to pour drinking water into cups and 
set the table with plates and bowls for snack time. Children are well prepared for 
the next stage in their learning. 

n The childminder embeds mathematical development in all activities. Children 
learn about numbers and how to count with confidence. They play mathematics 
games where they learn about shapes and how to take turns. The childminder 
extends the children's knowledge in mathematics very well, such as when 
measuring quantities.

n The childminder provides a range of interesting activities in response to 
children's interests. For example, she works with the children to create cut-out 
characters from a favourite book to help retell the story. Young children become 
fully engaged in these activities and remain focused for long periods of time. 
However, the planning and implementation of other adult-led activities do not 
always build on what the children already know, and children sometimes lose 
focus.

n Children are very well behaved. They are extremely confident in the setting and 
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are able to express their likes and dislikes. The childminder teaches children 
about manners and praises them for using 'please' or 'thank you'. Her kind and 
gentle manner helps to promote good behaviour. 

n The childminder promotes healthy lifestyles well. She asks parents to provide a 
healthy packed lunch and supports them with leaflets explaining how to do this. 
She promotes good hygiene through singing a special song with the children as 
they wash their hands. She encourages an active lifestyle and talks to them 
about how it makes their bodies feel. Children show excellent skills in 
independently balancing on equipment and completing fun obstacle courses. The 
childminder shows the children how to develop their ability when, for example, 
jumping into a hoop.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. They appreciate how 'incredibly kind' she 
is and that she puts a great deal of thought into the children's activities. The 
childminder communicates regularly with parents throughout the day. She also 
provides more formal updates on their child's achievements and next steps every 
term. Parents are fully informed of their children's progress. 

n The childminder evaluates her own practice effectively. She has recently 
changed her recording systems, which has helped her to focus more sharply on 
children's next steps. In addition, she regularly provides parents with 
questionnaires and adapts her practice in response, if necessary. She attends 
local authority information meetings and is part of a network of local 
childminders, which supports her in keeping her knowledge up to date. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder keeps up to date with safeguarding training. She ensures contact 
details for reporting concerns are up to date and accessible. She has a clear 
understanding of the signs and symptoms of abuse. The childminder carries out 
regular checks to ensure her home and garden are safe. She carries out monthly 
fire drills with the children and keeps a record of these. The childminder is highly 
vigilant when taking the children to busy places. She has robust procedures in 
place to prevent children from becoming lost, such as ensuring children wear 
wristbands with her contact details on in case of an emergency. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n adapt the planning and teaching of adult-led activities to build on the children's 
ability and previous experiences.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 100334

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10265246

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 5

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 2

Date of previous inspection 31 May 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 1989 and lives with her family near Ferndown, 
Dorset. She provides childcare on a Wednesday and Thursday, from 8am to 
4.30pm, all year round, except for family holidays. The childminder holds an early 
years qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Leanne Edge

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they 
ensure it is safe and suitable.

n The childminder spoke to the inspector about the children's learning and 
development.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 

impact this was having on children's learning.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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