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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children are very happy as they thrive with this exceptional childminder in her
nurturing home-from-home setting. The childminder has excellent knowledge of
how children learn. She understands each child's personality and what makes them
unique learners. The childminder interacts with children playfully and captivates
their attention during conversations. She skilfully adapts her teaching to offer well-
targeted challenges for all children. The childminder encourages older children to
follow coloured patterns while making a necklace. Younger children confidently
strive to do the same as they learn to count. She gives children time to consolidate
their learning before moving on. This supports them to deepen their understanding
of what she has taught them.

Children develop a love of books and reading. They gather around the childminder
as she enthusiastically reads to them. She skilfully extends children's learning by
pausing at different stages throughout the story. This provides them with the
opportunity to ask questions or discuss the pictures. When asking questions, she
allows them ample time to think and respond with their answers. The childminder
involves children in the story, pointing to the words that she reads. This helps
children to understand that print has meaning and how stories have a beginning,
middle and an end.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Children's vocabulary and communication skills are exemplary, including the very
young children. They all benefit from the language-rich environment that the
childminder provides. The childminder expertly extends children's speaking skills
during their play. Children learn the meaning of new words, such as 'misshapen’
and 'view', which increases their understanding and develops their vocabulary.
Children are confident to share their ideas of what the word means to them.
They link these new words to previous experiences, such as visiting the view
that they have seen. This helps extend children's language skills and confidence
when sharing ideas.

B The childminder encourages children to become independent. They know how to
wipe their noses and put their tissues in the bin, sharing that they 'do not want
to spread germs'. Older children remind younger children to wash their hands at
appropriate times. Additionally, during daily routines, children proudly say ‘all
finished' when they put away toys that they have finished playing with.

B The childminder carefully plans outings to places of interest. She actively
encourages children to be aware of how to keep themselves safe, such as
knowing not to go too far ahead. Children confidently know to look as well as
listen when crossing the road for all cars, including electric ones that move more
quietly.
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m Children's behaviour is outstanding. They have excellent manners and respect
for each other. Children play harmoniously together. They share toys and listen
to each other's suggestions before testing out their ideas. They politely thank
their friends as they hold open the gates for them to go through on their walks.

m Children's attitude to learning is exemplary. They are very inquisitive and are
highly engaged learners as they play. Children relish opportunities to solve
problems and figure out solutions. For example, they suggest that the
childminder reads 'Superworm' to them when they cannot find any mini beasts
on their 'treasure trail'. They know that they can retrieve information from
technology to extend their learning even further. They confidently share with
visitors that while baking cakes they found out where eggs come from.

B Parents feedback is extremely complementary. They share that the childminder
provides an 'exceptional high standard of care'. Parents say that the 'welcoming
and wonderful' childminder knows their children very well. They comment on
how much their children have learned and how their confidence has grown in
her care. Parents value that the childminder considers their input to further
develop their children. They show delight in the activities that their children
experience and say that they 'could not be happier'.

B The childminder is very reflective and focuses on maintaining her already
excellent practice. She is highly motivated to learn about new initiatives to add
to and develop her provision. Recent training has enhanced her knowledge in
‘allergy awareness' and 'supporting children's learning'. This dedicated
childminder has the drive to ensure that children remain the heart of all she
does.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has excellent knowledge of safeguarding children and the referral
process. She can confidently describe the signs and symptoms that may suggest a
child is at risk of abuse or harm. The childminder knows what action to take if
there was an allegation against herself or a member of her household. She keeps
her safeguarding and first-aid training up to date. The childminder routinely checks
her home to make sure it is safe for children to attend. She is aware of potential
risks and how to minimise these. The childminder plans thoroughly to keep children
safe on walks and outings.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY383184
Local authority Somerset
Inspection humber 10263205
Type of provision Childminder
e e
Day care type Childminder
!-\ge range of children at time of 1 to 4
inspection

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Date of previous inspection 24 April 2017

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2008 and lives in Frome, Somerset. She operates
from 7.30am until 5.30pm, Tuesday to Friday, during term time only. The
childminder holds a qualification at level 3. She receives funding to provide free
early years education for children aged three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Charlotte Adcock
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Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provision.

B The childminder showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they
ensure it is safe and suitable.

B The childminder and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss
the childminder's intentions for children's learning.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

B The inspector spoke with the childminder at convenient times and assessed the
effectiveness of safeguarding and care procedures.

B The inspector took account of the parents and children's views during the
inspection.

B The childminder provided the inspector with a sample of key documents on
request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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